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Second Radio Officer Michael Seymour ACKROYD
Second Lieutenant Henry James AISH (Staff)

Pilot Officer Douglas Blundell ALAN-WILLIAMS
Sub-Lieutenant (A) John Geoffrey ARMSTRONG
Aircraft Identifier John Bavis Beeston BANCROFT
Trooper Jasper Julian BARING-GOULD

Pilot Officer William Graham BENNETT

Flying Officer Douglas Gordon BENNETT
Engineer Officer (Sixth) Garth BILLINGTON

First Lieutenant Robert Arthur BOOTH

Corporal John Gordon BOWER

First Lieutenant Henry Hawkes BROAD

Second Lieutenant Peter Raleigh Howe BROWNE
Sapper Kenneth Roland CARTWRIGHT

Major John Roger Owen CHARLTON, McC

Private Wilfred Ernest Fuller CLARK

Captain Ivor Edward Morgan COCHRANE

Acting Sub Lieutenant James Lowden CONNELL
Sergeant (A/G) Oliver Alexander Meredith COOK
Captain Arthur Beaumont Muir CRAWFORD
Lance Corporal Lawrence Lyon EDWARDS

First Lieutenant Peter Egerton EGERTON-SMITH
Captain Maurice James Reginald EUSTACE

Pilot Officer Amery Yeo EVANS

Private Ronald George FEATHERSTONE

Captain Edward Mason FISHER

Pilot Officer William Edward FITZPATRICK

First Lieutenant Edward Gordon FLETCHER
Captain Charles Edward Michael Craig FULTON
Harry Patrick GERRARD

Leading Aircraftman Robert George GLAZE

First Lieutenant Peter Reginald GLENISTER

Sergeant Michael Lotherington GLENTON-WRIGHT

Pilot Officer Edward GOODHEAD
Captain Edward Mills GRACE

First Lieutenant Ian Maxwell GRANT
Lieutenant John HALL-BULLOCK

Captain Robert Antony HARRISON-AUSTIN
Trooper Alexander Charles HARVEY

Sergeant (A/Obs) Eric Geoffrey HATCH
William Ralph Phillip HAYWARD

Pilot Officer Donald Stewart HEGAN

Sergeant (A/G) Derek Leonard HELSBY
Captain Arthur HIBBERT

Signalman Harry Stacey HODSON

Flying Officer Joseph Percy HUNT

Driver Phillip Bennett JACKSON

Private Denis Alan JOHNSON

Signalman Gerald Anthony JOHNSON

First Lieutenant William George KIRKPATRICK
Captain John Grenville KNOTT

Pilot Officer John Gage LECKY

Pilot Officer Thomas Spencer LEWIS

Flying Officer Raymond Bryce LINES-ROBERTS
Captain Robert Douglas David LOWE

Captain Roderick Leighton Potter MAXWELL
Sergeant William Arnott McLEOD

Trooper Andrew Buxton MILLER

Captain John Patrick MILNER

First Lieutenant Peter John Gordon MILTON
Captain Ian Desmond Vance MITCHELL

Pilot Officer Guy Patrick Hamilton MOFFAT-WILSON
Captain Harry Denton MORRIS

First Lieutenant William Richard MORTON
Lieutenant Colonel Wilfred George NEWEY, DSo, TD
Captain Robert Reginald NOAKES
Lieutenant-Commander (S) Maurice Kingsbury OVEREND
Sergeant Peter Robert PEART

First Lieutenant Patrick Michael POWER
Captain Jack Warrington PRICE

First Lieutenant Leonard Raoul PUGH

Sergeant Sydney Peter Herman PURCHASE

Pilot Officer Robert Brook REDFERN

Major Charles Alexander Noel ROBSON, Mc

Pilot Officer John Rupert ROGERS

Trooper Guy Anthony ROGERS

Aircraftman 1% Class Richard Charles ROTHWELL

Second Radio Officer Alfred ROWLAND

Flight Lieutenant Thomas Wood SAVAGE

Lieutenant Tom SIMS-HILDITCH

Second Lieutenant Philip Jim Kaye SLATER

Flying Officer Alexander Bruce SMEATON

Lieutenant Eric Stuart SMITH

Flying Officer Harry Michael STEWARD

Leading Aircraftman [UT /Pilot] George Norman STICKLAND

First Lieutenant George William Morris SWALLOW

Lieutenant Christopher THOMAS

Flying Officer John Brian THORNTON

Flying Officer Henry Outram THWAITE

Squadron Leader Dennis Brendon Geoffrey TOMLINSON, DFC

Sub-Lieutenant (A) Derek Arthur Grose TOMLINSON

Sergeant James Campbell TURREFF

Major Jacques Theodore Paul Marie VAILLANT de GUELIS
MC, MBE, CdG**

Major John Donald WATT

Sergeant John WEBBER

Major Sidney WHIPP

Flight Lieutenant Ronald Derek Gordon WIGHT, DFC

Ordinary Seaman John Edward Brooke WILD

First Lieutenant Arthur Digby WILKIE

Major George Leslie WILLIAMS

Third Officer Henry Eyton WILLIAMS

Second Lieutenant Major Ronald WILLIAMS

Major David Henry WRIGHT
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For the Fallen

By

Robert Laurence Binyon (18691943)

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.

These words of the fourth stanza have become especially famous and familiar, following their adoption by
the Royal British Legion as an Exhortation for ceremonies of Remembrance to commemorate fallen
Service personnel.
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For Great Britain and its Dominions, the Second World War officially began at 11am on
the morning of Sunday 3' September 1939, and many of us will be familiar with Prime

-ET EOOAO #EAI ARAOI AET 80 x1 OAO AOI AAAAOO £&EOI |
even though we may not have been alive at the time.

Long before that however, the war clouds had begun to gather and preparations of one

sort or another had been laid across the land. Many a young man of fighting age had an
inkling of what might be about to unfold and made the decision to be ready, if anchen

the call to arms came. This was especially true of those with aspirations to take the fight

to the enemy in the skies, rather than on land or on the sea. In this respect former pupils

of Wrekin College were no exception.

During the course of the war several hundred Old Wrekinians [OW] fought for their
country in virtually every theatre of war both on land, at sea and in the air. Fortunately,
the majority returned home to their families in 1945/46 changed forever by the sipts
and sounds of war and by what they had endured. Sadbne hundred and threeOWs paid
the ultimate sacrifice and did not return. They now either rest in a corner of a foreign
field, a British country churchyard or in the ocean depths: a quarter of thene hundred
plus have no known grave.

Of the dead, fiftyfour served in the Army; thirty-four in the Air Force; eight in the Royal
Navy; four in the Merchant Navypne in the Marines and finally two who were civilian
casualties. The Royal Air Force Memorial at Runnymede in Surrey list the names of eight
OWs who have no known grave. The Merchant Navy Memorial at Tower Hill in the City of
London lists a further four and he Rangoon Memorial in Myanmar lists three. In a few
instances those with known graves lie alongside other OWs, whom they mague known
either during their time at Wrekin or in their period of military service. The Knightsbridge
War Cemetery in Libya contains the remains of three OWs; Minturno War Cemetery in
Italy also contains the remains ofhree. Six other cemeteries contain the bodies ¢fvo a
piece, including Birmingham (Lodge Hill) Cemetery.
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of south-eastern England in the Battle of Britain. Aircrew who served with Bomber
Command undertaking some of the most hazardous nighitme operations over enemy
occupied Europe. Those who were in the BEF and the retreat to Dunkirk; those who
fought in the Battle of the Atlantic. Those who fought in the deserts of North Africa and
who patrolled the Mediterranean and on into Italy; those who fought in the Far East and
died in Japanese POW camps.

One whose death earlier in the day, which had it not occurred when it did, would in all
probability have been brutally murdered by the SS, in what later became a recognised
War Crime, that saw his fellow officers and men executed after their surrender.

And finally, the most highly decorated of them all, who as a member of the Special
Operations Executive trained spies and secret agents in England, conducted espionage,
sabotage and reconnaissance, fighting alongside the French Resistance and Free French
forces in enemy occupied territory undertaking many daring missions.



The youngest OW to fall was eighteen years old and the oldest foffiyur. The highest
ranking was a LieutenantColonel on his way to assist Prime Minister Winston Churchill
at the Yalta Conference when the aircraft in which he was travelling crashed intbe
Mediterranean Sea.

The MOD is currently in the process of transferring circa 9.3 million Service records to
The National Archives with the transfer expected to complete in 2027. Most of this
information will be digitised and made availablefor public release. Included withinthis
number are those who fought and died in the Second World War. In time it is hoped that
the release of this additional information will add to our knowledge of the OW's who lost
their lives.

The following is a brief insight into the loss of the one hundred and three Old Wrekinians
who did not return.

The research for these life stories was sourced from information held by the following
institutions and organisations.

Aviation Safety Network [Flight Safety Foundation]
Children, Families & Friends of the Far East Prisoners of War (COFEPOW)
Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Library & Archives Canada

The British Newspaper Archive

The General Register Office

The Imperial War Museum

The International Bomber Command Centre

The International Committee of the Red Cross
The National Archives

The National Archives of Australia

The National Army Museum

The Royal Air Force Museum

The Royal British Legion

UK Ministry of Defence

Wrekin College Archives

WJF Elsworth
(W 1970-75)

First Edition November 2018
Second Edition April 2019
Third Edition April 2024
Fourth Edition May 2025
Fifth Edition November2025

N.B. The 1947 collation of OW names & initials of those who fell between 1938 in some cases
do not match the names & initials under which they served their country, and by which they are
remembered by the CWGC across the world.






John Rupert ROGERS



Pilot Officer John Rupert ROGERS Thu 28t Sep
1939

14 Flying Training School, Royal Air Force Aged 23

Tudor [193071934]

J)hn Rogers was the pilot of an Airspeed Oxford Mk II aircraft which took off from RAF

Kinloss, Morayshire on 28 September 1939 when it crashed at Lethen Bridge, SE of
Nairn, Morayshire. Both crew members were killed.

Elder son of Rupert James Rogers & Emily Minnie Rogers of Edgbaston, Birmingham.

B'irmingham (Lodge Hill) Cemetery
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Thomas Spencer LEWIS
Henry Outram THWAITE
Raymond Bryce LINES-ROBERTS
Major Ronald WILLIAMS
Peter Raleigh Howe BROWNE
Philip Jim Kaye SLATER
[vor Edward Morgan COCHRANE
Ronald Derek Gordon WIGHT
William Ralph Phillip HAYWARD
William Edward FITZPATRICK
Michael Seymour ACKROYD
John Gage LECKY
William Graham BENNETT
Alfred ROWLAND



Pilot Officer Thomas Spencer LEWIS Tue 2nd Jan

1940
79 (Madras Presidency) Squadron, Royal Air Force Aged 26
|

Windsor [1927-1929]

Thomas joined the Royal Air Force in 1936, demonstrating considerable skill and

dedication in his training. By the outbreak of the Second World War, he was already
serving as a fully operational pilot, flying the Hawker Hurricane from RAF Manston in
Kent.

The Incident on 2d January 1940

On 20d January 1940, Thomas requested permission from his Flight Commander to take
his aircraft crew for a flight in a Magister Mk1. The request was granted and officially
recorded in the Flight Authorisation Book. Early that afternoon, Thomas was observed
taking off in Magister | P2508 with a passenger. He climbed to an altitude of 2,000 feet
before the aircraft suddenly rolled onto its back and descended in an inverted glide,
eventually rolling out at approximately 200 feet. Upon landing, Thomas was questioned
by his Flight Commander about the manoeuvre. He was warned that if he repeated such
actions, he would be grounded and reported to the Squadron Commanding Officer.

The Fatal Flight

Despite the warning, Thomas subsequently took another crew member up in the
Magister. Witnesses noted that the aircraft taxied out at an excessive speed. Two RAF
personnel in the vicinity reported seeing the aircraft perform aerobatic manoeuvres at
altitud es between 1,000 and 1,500 feet, including flying inverted. One witness observed
the aircraft enter a nearvertical dive before disappearing from view, followed by the
sound of a crash. Tragically, both Thomas, who was 26 years old, and his passenger, AC2
Sidney Smith, lost their lives in thecrash at Garlinge, near Margate, Kent, on Tuesdayd 2
January 1940.

Board of Inquiry Findings

The subsequent RAF Board of Inquiry heard that Pilot Officer Lewis was typically a
careful pilot, although he could be temperamental and required sensitive handling. The
Board concluded that the accident wagaused by the pilot performing aerobatics at low
altitude. Additionally, it was noted that the possibility of the controls being obstructed in
the rear cockpit by the passenger could not be ruled out.



Husband of Helen Lewis [d.1999]; father to Chrstopher Hugh Lewis [19397]: son of
Tom Lewis & Linda Lewis of Llanishen, Cardiff, South Wales.




Flying Officer Henry Outram Mon 15t Apr
THWAITE 1940

220 Squadron, Royal Air Force Aged 23

Bayley [1935-1938]
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board were 299 British sailors who had been captured and were being held as prisoners

of war. These men had been taken from vessels that had been sunk by the pocket
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time, Norway maintained a position of neutrality in the ongoing conflict. The presence of

the German tanker did not go unnoticed, as it was spotted by a British aircraft. One of the
pilots involved in this reconnaissance was Henry Thwaite.
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the Royal Navy. This operation was carried out under the direct orders of the First Lord

of the Admiralty, Winston Churchill.
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Tragically, Henry Thwaite lost his life, along with the rest of his crew, on a subsequent

cosatal reconnaissance mission

over the north coast of Denmark —

on 15 April 1940. Their aircraft, '
a Hudson with the registration

N7289 NRJ, departed at 12:45
hours from RAF Thornaby. The
mission ended in disaster at
15:50 hours over the western

Skagerrak, when the plane was
shot down by a Messerschmitt Bf

110C of 3./Z2G1, poted by Uffz.

Helmut Eberlien. Henry was 23

years of age and isommemorated on the RunnymedeMemorial, Englefield Green,
Surrey.

Husband of Mary Thwaite: elder son of Alwyn Howarth Thwaite & Henrietta Thwaite of
Chesterfield, Derbyshire. @



Flying Officer Raymond Bryce Mon 13t May
LINES -ROBERTS 1940

3 Squadron, Royal Air Force Aged 23

Norman [1930z1933]
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OW RAF Officers of the time he had a liking for fast cars and on occasion found themselves
involved in motor accidents, sometimes with fatal consequencesut thankfully not in

this instance

Flung from Car
Lorry Demolishes Wall

Spectacular Ramsgate Collision

A woman recerved severe head mjunes when thrown from a private car dniven by an Air Force officer
which came mnto collision with a lorry at the junction of High-street and South Eastern-road, Ramsgate, on
Wednesday morning

The lorry crashed through the wall of Woodbury House, the residence of WMr H B Vinten, and came fo rest
in the garden, almost touching the house.

The private carwas being driven downHigh-street by P.O. Ravmond Bryce Lines-Roberts, ofthe R AF,
who was accompanied by his sister, Mrs D M A _Stone, wife of another officer, who was staying at the New
Prospect, Minster.

At the cross-roads the car came mto collision with a lorry owned by W.H.Cullen Stores Lid, of London,
which was bemng driven down South Eastern-road from the direction of Park-road by Fredenick Richards,
of London, E.15

Mrs Stone was thrown from the car into the road. The lorry demolished the wall of Woodbury House and
the drivers cabwas only an mch from the wall of the building when 1t came to rest. Richards was unhurt.

Ramsgate ambulance was soon on the spot and both Mrs Stone and P.O. Lines-Roberts were taken o
Ramsgate General Hospital Mrs Stone was suffering from severe concussion and injunes to the head, and
P.O. Lines-Roberts was treated for a cut on the forehead.

The private car was extensively damaged.

Tt was stated this morning that Mrs Stone was making good progress.

Thanet Advertizer & Echo— 24" October 1929

On 10" May 1940, a few days before his final flight, Raymond was leading a flight of three
Hurricanes when they came across a formation of Heinkel Il aircraft at approximately
12,000ft over Lillers in the Pasde-Calais. The following Combat report was written ¥
him upon return to base.



SECRET

COMBAT EEPORT

Enemy Rircraft [E/L] were flying in Vic.formation at half a =span
interval, when first sighted they were flying dus West and later
turned S.W. at an airspeed of 200mph. The only evasion tactics
carried out by the E/Z were rate half turns to port and starboard.

The attacks carried out were No.3 attack and No.l attack. The enemy
were using tracer bullets firing from rear guns. There were no
smoke trails left by the E/Z. The camouflage was difficult to
notice owing to the failing light but the undersides were painted
a blue grey. As No.2 & 3 of the formation were slightly ahead of
me they attacked the two ocutside E/A.

I then came into range and took Mo.l position attacking the leader
of the E/A. No= 2 & 3 of the formation broke away ahead of me after
this attack. I closed into 100 yards range firing 4 sec bursts. I
then broke away and immediately commenced a No.l attack on the
leading E/& a= the rear gunner=z of the two ocut=zide E/Z had ceased
firing.

During my second attack I received a bullet in my engine and broke
away. I noticed oil pouring from the engine of the leading E/A and
zmoke coming from the starboard wing. My engine then =stopped and
I lo=st =ight of the E/L and Nos. 2 & 2 of my formation. I attempted
a forced landing in a field but owing to a ditch which I could not
see in the failing light the aircraft crashed.

{SGD) R.B. LINES-ROBERTS, (F/0)

R.A.F. Form 1151.

On Monday 13 May 1940 Raymond

flying Hurricane N2653 was returning
from a patrol when he collided with

Hurricane N2654 and crashed 5 miles
from his temporary French baseat 16:00
hrs, near Valenciennes, FranceBoth

pilots were killed and the aircraft written

off.

Raymond had narried Peggy Dixson of

Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery,
Farnborough, Kent in January 1940: son of BNt M = ST cRel el

Arthur Lines-Roberts & Marion Edith
Lines-Roberts. @




Second Lieutenant Major Ronald Sun 19" May
WILLIAMS 1940

4th Battalion, Cheshire Regiment Aged 24
S —

York [1929z1933] Head of House&& School Prefect

Ronnie was bornon 39 June 1915 and commissioned on 2YMay 1939. Heserved in
France with his battalion as part of the British Expeditionary Force.

Younger son of Jesse Williams & Victoria Evelyn Williams of Great Meols, Hoylake,
Cheshire. His elder brother George [N.19231] was killed in France in 1944.

Isieres Communa




Second Lieutenant Peter Raleigh Fri 24t May
Howe BROWNE 1940

1st Battalion, Royal Irish Fusiliers “ Aged 22

Norman [1931-1936]

Michael was born in January 1918 ancommissionedfrom the Royal Military College,
Sandhurst as a Second Lieutenant on ?7January 1938. His battalionwas ordered to
France in early 1940 to join the rest of the British Expeditionary Force. It fought in the
Battle of Dunkirk before being evacuated.

Michael was aged 22 when he was killed on Friday 2May 1940in a rear-guard action
on the La Bassee Canathen with a few men he held up attack after attack to cover the
retirement of the rest of his platoon/El O x EEAE EAMIOOEANAE GAA sMODAOA

He lies at rest inLonguenesse (St.Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, France.

Son of Cyril Edward Browne & Alice Christina Browne of Bray, Co. Wicklow, Irish
Republic.




Second Lieutenant Philip Jim Kaye Thu 30t May
SLATER 1940

2nd Battalion, Royal Norfolk Regiment Aged 19

Norman [1934-1939] House Prefect

Philip was born in Assam, India in 1921 where his father

was a tea planter. Hattended the RMA Sandhursbn leaving
school and upon receiving his commission joined his
regiment which had been part of the British Expeditionary
Force [BEF] in France since the outbreak of wain
September 1939.

On 27 May Philip was seriously wounded during heavy
fighting with an SS Division in the area of Le Cornet Malg
during the retreat to Dunkirk and was to die of his wounds
three days later.

Le Paradis Massacre

His battalion, part of the 2d Infantry Division,were holding the line of the La Bassée Canal
covering the retreat to Dunkirk. Matters became confused as units became separated
AOI I AAAE 1T OEAO xE OE anddHQA Comganies forming defatisiveEd O O
positions based at Duriez farmhouse at Le Paradis comprising two main buildings, the
farmhouse itself and the byre [or cow barn] which was a few hundred metres from Le
Cornet Malo. The company commanders had been told previsly that due to their
isolation from the rest of the BEF they would receive no assistance, and so either be killed
or captured. The remnants of the battalion carried on their defence until the afternoon of
the 27th, by which point many were seriously injured with the enemy constantly shelling
the farm and by 1715 hrs when they finally ran out of ammunition the order was given

to surrender.

Those who surrendered from the main farmhouse were taken prisoner and survived to
remain asPOWSs until 1945. The ninetynine soldiers who were based in the byre, many
of whom had sustained injuries, exited under a white flag and had the grave misfortune
to surrender to a unit of the 24 Infantry Regiment of the SS '"Totenkopf' (Death's Head)
Division, under SS Obersturmfuhrer Fritz Knochlein. They were marched to some
buildings on another farm where they were lined up alongside a barn wall. Two machine
gunners then opened fire on the prisoners and kept up a sustained rate of fire until all
had fallen. Kndchlein then had his men finish off any survivors with pistol shots and
bayonets so as to double check all were dead; the bodies were leftere they had fallen
and the German soldiers left.

The bodies of the dead soldiers were later buried by the local French population, under
orders from the Germans, in a shallow pit and where they remained until 1942. The

9



bodies were then exhumed by the French, who managed to identify about fifty sets of
remains, and all were reburied in Le Paradis churchyard.

However, unbeknownst to the enemy they had only managed to kill ninetyeven: two
had managed to survive against all the odds. Private William O'Callaghan had survived
the massacre and pulled Private Albert Pooley alive from amongst the dead after the
Germans had gone. Both had then hidden in a pigsty for three days surviving on raw
potatoes and rainwater until their discovery by the farm's owner Madame Duquenne
Creton and her son Victor. Between them, and at great risk to their own lives, they took
care of them. Sometime later the two soldiers were captured by a Wehrmacht unit and
spent the rest of the war as POWand the reason why this atrocity remained hidden from
the world for so long.

Due to his injuries Private Pooley spent his time in captivity in a German hospitathen

in the summer of 1943 he was successfully repatriated to England and elements of the
atrocity began to emerge. Initially his account of what had happened was met with utter
disbelief as it was not thought that the German army were capable of suchatities; what
the authorities had failed to grasp was that the captors were not Wehrmacht but the
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camp and his confirmation of the atrocity was given an official war crimes investigation
was set in motion. This probe took two years to complete during which time the British
War Crimes Investigation Unit tracked down and interviewed witnesses idading the
two survivors, French civilians and police, and SS prisonexd-war. Once Kndchlein's
company was identified as the perpetrators in 1947, he was traced and arrested in
Germany and arraigned on charges of war crimes in August 1948.

s o~ o~ o~ 2
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Unit, pursuant to Regulation 4 of the Regulations for the Trial of War Criminals, is charged

with committing a war crime in that hein the vicinity of Paradis, Pade-Calais, France, on

or about 27 May 1940, in violation of the laws and usages of war, was concerned in the

killing of about ninety prisonersof-war, members of The Royal Norfolk Regiment and other
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A guilty verdict was returned and he was sentenced to death by hanginghich was
carried out on 28h January 1949. At the conclusion of the trial the Head of the British War
Crimes Investigation Unit expressed anger that Private Pooley had not been believed
when he was repatriated in 1943; had his version of events been properly investigated at
the time the International Court in Geneva would have shon& worldwide spotlight on
the crimes of the SSHe considered that such attention might have brought laalt to the
more savage breaches of international law before the end of the war and thus saved
countless lives

Had Philip Slater not been woundeckarlier on the day of27th May and so at or in the
vicinity of, the farm buildings it is more than likely that his name would have been added

Qu

M
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Son of Matthew Ernes& Kathleen Margaret Slater, Norwich, Norfolk.
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Le Paragdis War Cenletery, Lestrem; France
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Captain Ivor Edward Morgan Fri 19t Jul
COCHRANE 1940

South Wales Borderers Aged 44

Wellington College[1911-1912]

lvor was born in 1896 in Ynystar Glamorgan, the son of a colliery doctor in the

Rhondda.From an early age, helemonstrated a passion for outdoor pursuits, excelling
as an enthusiastic cricketer and showing a keen interest in all manner of outdoor sports.

First World War Service

With the outbreak of the First World War, Ivor enlisted as a private soldier in the army
on 34 September 1914 in Cardiff. His commitment and ability were soon recognised, and
by November of that year he secured a place at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. He
was subsequently commissioned and served as a junior officer at Gallipoli. During his
time in theatre, Ivor was wounded when a grenade he was holding detonated
prematurely, eventually resulting in the loss of three fingers. His injuries necessitd his
evacuation and return home after only about eight weeks on the front.

Following his recovery, Ivor was posted to Salonika in 1918 and then to India in 1919,
continuing his service to the British Army in the latter years of the war and immediately
afterwards.

Civilian Life and Second World War

By 1939, Ivor was employed by Messrs Watts, Watts & Co in Cardiff, a company that
owned a fleet of coalcarrying tramp steamers. Alongside his civilian occupation, he
maintained his connection with the military through service in the Territorial Army.
When war broke out again, he was called up and took up a position as seceind
command and adjutant of a prisoner of war camp at Favreuil, near Boulogne.

In February 1940, Ivor returned home on leave but was unable to resume his duties at
the front because he was seriously ill with kidney disease. This illness was attributed to
the after-effects of malaria contracted during his service in Salonika in 1918ragically,

it was this disease that caused his death at the age of 44 on Fridayth1ily 1940.

Family and Personal Life

Ivor married Dorothy Glanville Cochrane (née Piggott) of Westeauper-Mare, Somerset,

ET /AOT AAO pwpw8 4EA AT OPI A EAA 11 AEEI AOAT ¢
also an Old Wrekinian, was killed in France on Z8May 1918.

Son of Dr Charles Edward Cochrane & Mrs Mary Margaret Cochrane.

12



Kewstoke (St.Paul) Churchyard, Somerset
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Flight Lieutenant Ronald Sun 11t Aug
Derek Gordon WIGHT, DFC 77 1940

213 Squadron, Royal Air Force _ Aged 24

Windsor [1930-1931]

Ronald Wight was born in Skelmorlie, Ayrshire on 8 December 1915. He received his

education at Bowdon College in Cheshire, Mostyn House School in Parkgate, and Wrekin
College.

*TETET ¢ OEA 21 UAI ' EO &l OAA

Yy - AOAE pwoth 7ECEO ETEITAA OEA 21& 11 A OEI
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SAOOEAA $O0O0OET ¢ OEA 3AAITTA 7101 A 7
On 17 May 1940, 213 Squadron was detached to Merville to support RAF units in France.

During this period, Wight was credited with shooting down a Mel109 and sharing in the
destruction of a Hs126 on 19 May. The following day, he probably destroyed a Do17 and

a Mel10, as well as sharing another Hs126. The squadron withdrew ons2May, with
Wight's flight relocating to RAF Manston.

3AOAOAT 1 Aadidh REFCCHrAbatRepOrd ftom this time survive, some written
in his own hand. Two of thesenission reports are reproduced below.
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SECRET

COMBAT REPORT 18.5.40 B Flight, 213 Sagn

I took off on aercdrome defence from Merville by myself, and saw
L.A. bursts over Arras. I climbed to 5,000 and proceeded at &, 000
feet. I saw 8 or 9 Me 110'=s which I climbed to attack and got my
=ight=s on the rear one, but my guns did not fire. The leader of
the ME’= then opened fire on me so I dived wvertically to ground
level, doing aileron turns.

The reason for my guns not firing was they had not been rearmed.
(Thi=s was a 79 Sguadron aircraft, as all my aircraft were U/S.)

{SGD) R.D.G. WIGHT (F/Lt)

R.A.F. Form 1151.

SECRET

COMBAT REPORT 20.5.40 B Flight, 213 Sgn

I was leading 3 of my aircraft of 2 and 70 Sgdn, when I saw 5 Me
110" = at 15,000" followed by about 25 more at 18, 000" about half
a mile behind. I climbed =so that I could attack the top lot and
attack from the rear, when the Section Leader of 79 Sgdn broke
away and attacked the bottom lot, or in other words the “bait”.

I continued climbing with 2 & 3, who =stuck to me until I gave the
word to attack. After an intensive dog fight of about 5 or 6
minutes, one E/A stall turned in front of me, and I gave him all
of my remaining ammunition in a burst of about 10 secs. He flew
straight into the burst and fell out of the sky in a floppy manner,
but I could not watch him go down, as I had to leave myself.

I dived wvertically to ground level, aileron turning on the way
down .

{8GD) R.D.G. WIGHT (F/Lt)

R.A.F. Form 1151.
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The next two missiop reports cover his involvement during the Dunkirk evacuation,

ET T x Topdalion®ynamé h xEEAE OAx OEA OAOAOQOA T &£ i1 OA
from the Dunkirk beachesbetween 26" May and 4" June 1940.

While flying over Dunkirk on 27th Mayon one such missionWight destroyed two Me109s.

On 28" May,on another missionhe accounted for another Me109 and two probable kills,

plus a probable Helll. Om mission on30t May, he probably destroyed a Do17, and on
31st May, he destroyed two more Me109s.

SECRET

COMBAT REPORT 27.5.40 B Flight, 213 San

I was on patrol at 10,000 feet from Grawvelines to Furnes, leading
Blue Secticn 213 when I saw 4 Me 108%'3 at 12,000 feet 1 mile South
proceeding in the same direction as myself. I called up on BfT and
attacked at the same time. I saw 8 to 10 more at 14,000. I opened
fire At 150 vards and white amoke came cut and the EFA half rolled.
I followed and gave him another burat and the head came off. The
L/c half rolled again and the pilot jumped. His parachute worked
0.KE. The E/L4 would have crashed about 5 miles Eaat of Dunkirk.

I then climbed and attacked the top flight of 8 Me'3 and on cpening
fire the EfA did & right hand diving turn with white and black
gmoke coming out. I followed, firing, and the L/C turned on its
back, the hood came off and the Piot jumped his parachute also
working successfully. When I last saw the EFL it was burning and
diving about 12 miles 5./E. off Dunkirk.

I then tried to attack 3 more at about 20,000 feet but could not
reach them. In 211 I fired about 15300 rounds.

(SED) R.D.G. WIGHT (F/Lt}

R.AF. Form 1151 .
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SECEET

COMBAT REPORT 28.5.40 B Flight, 213 Sgn

Lfter the dog fight at 1l145hour=, I reformed on the Sguadron
Commander and we proceeded to base together, being joined by an
aircraft lettered RE-N or ©. I then saw about 80 aircraft which I
first thought were Blenheims and Spitfires but which turned out to
be JUB88s and Me 109s.

The C.0. and I turned to attack and after about four minutes dog
fighting, with about four Me 105%'s, I caught one in a stall turn,
and gave him all my remaining ammunition. He dived away, but I
could not =zee if he crashed or not, owing to the others. I then
called up the C.0. told him that I was out of ammunition and short

on petrol and came back to base.

on the way back I =aw a parachute land in the =ea about 5 miles
5.W. of the Goodwin =sands and went down to leook. It was a British
pilot, so I tried to attract the attention of some ships about 5
miles away, but had to return to base owing to petrol shortage.

{SGD) R.D.G. WIGHT (F/Lt)

R.A.F. Form 11531.

2AAT CT1 EOETT AT A &ET Al -EOOEITI
In June 1940, Ronald Wight was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his role in

destroying ten enemy aircraft, four of which were shot down while servin_g in France. The
AxAOA ATT1 01 AA[ dabh@ndDdslaBddd dualite&ad a Bader A OOET C

many patrols he undertook.

On 11th August 1940, while leading a formation of three Hurricanes on a sortie over the
Channel against a force of more than sixty ME110s, Wight failed to return from combat in

( OOOEAATA .coum8 1O TTA T &£ O4EA &Axho

EEO

His visit to Wrekin College in the Summer Term of 1940 was remembered by many who

saw him during his visit.
Son of John Eric Wight & Ethel Wight of Hale, Cheshire.
Ronald is commemorated on the Battle of Britain memorials in London & Kent

‘Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few'
Winston S. Churchill: 2@ August 1940
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Ronald [another OW RAF Officer with a liking for fast cars] was the proud owner of an
Aston Matrtin Ulster, a high-performance pre-war sports car, built from 1934-1935 and
based on the MHKI chassis.[Reg No. CS 2324Treated to celebrate the success of the team
cars in the 1934 Ulster Tourist
Trophy race, the Ulster was known
for its 100 mph top speed and sleek,
lightweight design, and it is
considered a pivotal model inthe
long manufacturing history of Aston
Martin. Approximately three dozen
were built, and all but a few are
believed to still exig¢ today. Ronald
©Roger Bragger purchased this vehicle for the sum of
£200 from the father of a fellow RAF Officer who was killed in April 1040.

The vehicle was traced to the island of Jersey, where under registration number J 8682 it
took part in a number of club events up to the year 2000. In 2006 it took part in the Migle
Millia in Italy, and as of 2025%the vehicle, still inroadworthy condition, remains in Jersey.

© Peter Singhof-2006

Items found on his person when his body wi
recovered by the Germans, all of which wegs
being carried by him in contravention of RA 5{7
Flying regulations, were later returned to hiss :f
family via the International Red Cross. They a

shown in the photo gallery T OEA OO0
site and are provided courtesy of the curren
owner,Roger Braggeh x ET Al OI
medal group and various items of paperwork
photographs, diaries etc.

/ Cayeuxsur-Mer Communal
. Cemeteny: Cayewsur-Mer, France
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William Ralph Phillip HAYWARD Sun 25" Aug
1940

Aged 35

Tudor [1919-1923] Head of House & Head of School

William was astockbroker who during the early stages of the war was engaged on ARP
AOOEAO O1T OEI A OAOET OO EITTAOGO AOTI OCEO OEAC
Lichfield Road, Four Oaks, Sutton Coldfield as a result of enemy action whilst staying with

his parents. His wife was the sister of an OW.

Husband of Mary Hayward of St. George's Hill, Weybridge
Surrey: son of S. Philip Hayward.

'HE HEAD PREFECT
(W. R. P, Haywiird.) :

Sutton Coldfield Cemetery, Warwickshire CWG;;;: e
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Pilot Officer William Edward Wed 28" Aug
FITZPATRICK 1940

53 Squadron, Royal Air Force Aged 21

Windsor [1933-1937]

Prior to the outbreak of war, William embarked on his engineering career as an

apprentice with Messrs Alfred Herbert Ltd, a prominent company based in Coventry. At
OEAO OEIi Ah '1 £ZOAA (AOAAOO , OA xAO OAAT Cl EOCAA
of machine tools, providing William with a solid foundation in engineering.

RAF Service and Operational Duties

Following his commission into the Royal Air Force, William began his flying career
piloting Spitfires with 54 Squadron. After some time, he transitioned to operating the
Bristol Blenheim, serving with 53 Squadron. This squadron was based in the United
Kingdom after the fall of France.

Final Mission and Commemoration

On Wednesday, 28 August 1940, William was the pilot of Blenheim IV T2046, tasked

with a reconnaissance mission between the Hook of Holland and Ostend. Tragically, the
AEOAOAEO MEAEI AA O OAOOOT mOI i OEEO 1 PAOAOGEI
In March 1941h EEO OOAOOO xAO AEAT CAA O O+EITAA |
backdated to the day he went missing. William was just 21 years old.

His name is commemorated on
the Runnymede Memorial in
Englefield Green, Surrey, a
lasting tribute to his service and

sacrifice.

Only son of Harold Arthur
Fitzpatrick & Martha Louisa
Fitzpatrick of Brentry,
Gloucestershire.

21



Second Radio Officer Michael Mon 30t Sep
Seymour ACKROYD 1940

SS Samala (Liverpool), Merchant Navy Aged 24

-
Windsor [1930-1935]

Michael commenced training as a Radio Officer in the Merchant Namty the outbreak of

war. Commissioned to his first ship, theDuchess of Richmonish June 1940, he made
numerous voyages across the Atlantic. He later transferred to ti&S Samala 5320 ton
British cargo steamer. This ship left Jamaica, en route to Liverpool from Kingston, Jamaica
carrying a cargo of bananas when she was torpedoed by37 and sunk. All the crew were
lost.

Elder son of Dudley Granville Ackroyd & Marjorie Ackroyd of Frizinghall, Yorkshire.

Commemorated on the Merchant Navy Memoriaﬂ, Tower Hill, Londancwdst
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Pilot Officer John Gage LECKY Fri 11t Oct
1940

41 Squadron, Royal Air Force — Aged 19

Norman [1934-1939]

Jbhn Lecky was born in Yokohama, Japan where his father was Language Officer at the

British Embassy. He was educated at Highfield Preparatory School, Liphook, Hampshire
and Wrekin College. He entered the RAF College, Cranwell in April 1939 as a Flight Cadet
and was commissioned in March 1940.

His first posting was to an army ceoperation squadron and from there he joined 610

Squadron at RAF Biggin Hill in August 1940, moving to 41 Squadron at RAF Hornchurch

on 1st October 1940.

ITA T /&£ O4EA &Axd6h EA xAO OEI O Atdociobefand AT i AA
although he bailed out of his aircraft he was subsequently killed. His Spitfire, P9447,

crashed at Preston Hall, Maidstone, Kent.

Only child of LtCol John Gage Lecky & Marion Dorothy Hume Lecky of Lower Bourne,
Surrey.

Johnis commemorated on the Battle of Britain memorials in London & Kent

'Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few'
Winston S. Churchill: 2@ August 1940

Tilford (All Saints) Churchyard, Surrey
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Pilot Officer William Graham Mon 18t Nov
BENNETT 1940

70[LXX] Squadron, Royal Air Force Aged 22

Saxon [19281931]

Wiliam received his early education at Elleray Park School in Wallasey before

continuing his studies at Wrekin College. As a young man, he was an enthusiastic
participant in the dramatic arts, taking leading roles in many amateur theatrical
productions in Wallasey.

7AOOEI A 3AOOEAA AT A $ADiT Ul AT O Ol
7EI T EAI 80 ONOA A Olehginé niedidnA@indton@aber By September
1940, he had completed thirtyfour operational sorties over Germany. Despite the
opportunity to take a ground posting, he chose to remain on active duty and was

subsequentlyposted to Tatoi, Greece, where he undertook flying missions in support of
Allied forces defending Greece against Italian aggression.

Ralph Waldo Barneg War Correspondent

Barnes was a distinguished journalist who had interviewed Charles Lindbergh following
the first solo transatlantic flight in May 1927. By 1939, he was head of the London bureau
of the New York Herald Tribunend, in 1940, was reporting from the continent, covering
pivotal events such as the German advance through Western Europe. He arrived in
Athens in November 1940, shortly after Italian forces entered Greece, having travelled
via a British warship.

On the evening of 1" November, Barnes travelled over the winding roads through the
Blue Mountains of Greece to the airfield at Tatoi, north of Athens. There, he was to
accompany an RAF crew on a mission to bomb an Albanian port being used as a staging
ground by Italian forcesattacking Greece.

Final Mission and Tragic Loss
7TEITEAI 8O0 £ETAI [T EOOEIT AT AAA ET OOACAAU xE
Yugoslavia, resulting in the loss of all on board. Among the casualties was Ralph Waldo

Barnes, a fortyone-year-old American war correspondent with the New York Herald
Tribune, who was travelling as an observer.

Barnes climbed aboard Wellington bombeiT2827 flown by William Bennett with four
other crew members.They set a course foDurrés, a little over 300 miles away on the
Adriatic coast.The weather along the coast was exceedingly bad that night, andilliam
apparently never found the target. The bomber wandered beyond Durrés and over
Yugoslavia, where the cloud cover became so thick thae tried to descendso as to
determine his location.Sometime betweer03:00 hrsand 04:00 hrson 18" Novemberthe
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fully laden Wellington flew into the side ofthe highest mountanD AAE AAT 1 AA 6 A1 E
near Danilovgrad in what is now Montenegro. The ensuing explosiarpon impactwas so

intense the local residents believed they were being bombedthe wreckage and its

occupants were scattered over a very wide area.

Ralph Barnes was the first US war correspondent to die covering the war. By the time the
conflict ended nearly five years later, dozens more would share the same fate, as would
still more journalists from numerous other countries.

Michael was aged 22 when he was killed and is buried with his crew in Belgrade War
Cemetery.

Elder son of Mr & Mrs Harry Bennett, Wallasey, Cheshire.

Belgrade War Cemetery, Serbiacwac
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Second Radio Officer Alfred Wed 18h Dec
ROWLAND 1940

SS Napier Star (London), Merchant Navy Aged 20
I —

Windsor [1935-1937]

Alfred began his working life in Liverpool after finishing school. Demonstrating a keen

interest in maritime communications, he eventually qualified as a Radio Officer in the
Merchant Navy that marked the start of his seafaring career.
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Son of Alfred Rowland &
Gertrude Rowland of West
Kirby, Cheshire.

Commemoratedph'tﬁé’ | 'avy Memorial, Tower
Hill, Londone cwace e
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Peter Robert PEART
Robert Brook REDFERN
Harry Patrick GERRARD

George Norman STICKLAND
Garth BILLINGTON
Henry James AISH
Amery Yeo EVANS
Richard Charles ROTHWELL
Henry Hawkes BROAD
Douglas Blundell ALAN-WILLIAMS
Jasper Julian BARING-GOULD
Harry Stacey HODSON
Denis Alan JOHNSON



Sergeant Peter Robert PEART Wed 8" Jan
1941

214 (Federated Malay States) Squadron, RAF Aged 26
|

Hanover [1928-1931]

Peter joined the Royal AirforceVolunteer Reservan 1937 and on the outbreak of war in

1939 was an efficient Sergeant pilot. He had completed a number of bombing missions
over Germany and then later posted to the Near East, declining to take a commission,
preferring to remain an NCO.

Peter was the second pilot in Wellington Bomber T2956 flying out of RAF Stradishall, 9
miles SW of Bury St EdmondsHe wasconducting an ar test when the aircraft is believed
to have iced up while flying in cloud and crashed 12:40rs at Great Wratting, 2 miles NNE
of Haverhill, Suffolk.

Eldest son of Harry Johnson Peart & Nesta Aline Peart of Edgbaston, Birmingham,
Warwickshire. Peter is the second OW killed on active service to be buried in this English
cemetery.

Birmingham'(Lodge Hill) Cemetery'~ : @
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Pilot Officer Robert Brook REDFERN Sat 8" Mar
1941

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve Aged 26

Windsor [1928-1933] Head of House School Prefect

Robert was born in Staffordshire in 1915 and in July 1938 he became engaged to Diana

Marjorie Cockell of Northwood, Middlesex. In 1940 he was commissioned into the
Administration & Special Duties branch of the RAF.

Based at RAF Manston in Kent Robertag spendingan off-duty evening an Saturday 8"
March 1941 at the Café de ParisCoventry Streetin central London. The club was
advertised as a safe haven by the maitre d', [Martin Poulson] who stipulated that the four
solid storeys of masonry above were ample protection.

This tragically proved not to be the case whea 50K HE bomb fell down the ventilation

shaft ofthe Rialto roof straight onto the dance floor. Eighty people were killed, including

OEA [T AyOOA A6 xET OA x1 OAO EAA AT T A AAAE Ol E
hour later, the casualties would have been even higher.

Confusion caused by bombing related chaos in the West End that night delayed
ambulances and rescue services reaching the basement area of the explosion for up to

half an hour. Immediate aid came from doctors and nurses who were amongst the guests

at the Cdé de Paris. Reportedly several looters made their way into the blackemlit
ballroom area and took jewellery from the dead and injured.

Famously, one survivor was cheered by the crowd outside, when, being carried out on a
stretcher, he shouted to them At least | didn't have to pay for dinnet!

Robert was subsequently intered at the Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey aged 26.
Son of Alfred Henry Redfern of Dorchester, Dorsand Alice Redfern
PpBIEAOA EO 11 OOOOEOET C AOEAAT AA O OEIT x xEAOQOE/

AT CACAA O1 $EATA ATA EA Ol h xEAOEAO OEA AAATI
AT A OEAOAAEI OA A OOOOEOT 08 $EATA 1 AOGAO 1 AOOE/

Robert also had a love of sailing and was a member of the Royal Thames Yacht Club. He
is also commemorated on the war memorial in Salcombe, Devon overlooking the harbour.

r ! AAEOEI T Al ET &I Of AGETT EETAIT U DPOI OEAAA AU - AEI O j OAC
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Harry Patrick GERRARD , B.Sc Tue 180 Mar
1941

Home Guard Aged 25

York [1929-1933]

Harry was born in 1915 and had worked for a time as an attendant in the Dept for

Zoology at the Natural History Museum in London from 193486. In 1941 he worked as
a scientist for the Geological Survey and a member of the local Home Guard platoon in his
spare time.

He was killed at 72 Hurtswood Road, London, when the house was hit by high explosive
ordnance dropped by enemy aircraft. His body was recovered from the rubble on %9
March 1941.

Son of Mr & Mrs Henry Gerrard, Golders Green, London NW11.

Hendon Cemetery, Londo® cwacc
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Leading Aircraftman [UT/Pilot] Mon 31st Mar
George Norman STICKLAND 1941

2 Flying Training School, Royal Air Force Aged 18

Windsor [1936-1939]

George was the youngest OW to die in the war, having left school earlier than planned to

enlist, his death coming as a result of a midir collision between his aircraft [R1893] and
that [N-6288] of another trainee pilot.

Based at RAF Brize Norton, the school focused on twémgine pilot training using the
Airspeed AS.10 Oxford twirengine monoplane aircraft.

Son of John Reynolds Stickland & Kathleen Frances Stickland of Hartley, Kidigtbrother,
Corporal Alfred Gordon Stickland, 1/7 Battn, Middlesex Regt was killed on 24 March
1945 aged 20, and is buried in Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Germany.

!
E-.
s
[

Fawkham (St.Mary) Churchyard, Hartley, Kent
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Engineer Officer (Sixth) Garth Tue 20 May
BILLINGTON 1941

MV British Security (London), Merchant Navy Aged 25
I —

Norman [1929-1932]

GAOOGES O OEADAKND BEA | OOAOAAE | £ xAO EAA OAEA
South America, Australia and New Zealand.

An oil tanker of 8,470 tonsMV British Securitywas built in 1941 by Harland & Wolff Ltd.

At 14.48hrs, 14.5Chrs and 15.16hrs on 2@ May 1941,U-5561fired torpedoes at

convoy HX-126 south of Cape Farewell and sank three ships, tiEarlington Court, British

Securityand Cockaponset

MV British Securitycaught fire after she was hit and burned for three days until she sank
The master, 48 crew members and four gunners were lgsncluding Garth Billington

Youngest son of Professor Billington [OW& Dr Winifred M Billington of Birmingham,
Warwickshire.

p830T E 4*I0Ick pwip EI OEAZAICOOE & DRAI @EAHOI&()()‘ Ab
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Commemorated on.the Merchant Navy Memorial, Tower Hill,
Londonecwee = -
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Second Lieutenant Henry James AISH  Mon 16t Jun
M.A. (Oxon) 1941

8 (1st City of London) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers
(City of London Regiment) Aged 29

Assistant Master [19371940]

Henry was born on 2¥t November 1911 and was educated

at Mill Hill and Lincoln College, Oxford. Prioto joining the
teaching staff at Wrekin Henrywas a teacher of Classics
at Boston Grammar Scho0(1935-1937) where he was a
great sportsman and did much to raise the standard of the
school cricket. Both on the football field and on the hocke
field he was a great asset to his side. Known in cricketing
circles as being of outstanding ability.

His battalion fought in Abyssinia and Syria, where it wa
captured by the Vichy French in June 194He lost hislife at
the age of 29 on Monday 16June 1941 and was
subsequently buried inDamascus Commonwealth War
Cemetery, Syria.

Henry married Dorothy Elisabeth (Doffie) Rysdale of Boston, Lincolnshire, the younger
daughter of the Deputy Mayor & Mayoress on 0August 1938 and they lived at 'Lindis',
Leegomery Road: only son of Sidney James Aish & Kate Aish, Bournemouth, Dorset. His
widow re-married in 1956.

Damascus Commonwealth War Cemetery, Syracwcc
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Pilot Officer Amery Yeo EVANS Tue 17t Jun
1941

115 Squadron, Royal Air Force Aged 31

Hanover [1924-1927] House Prefect

Amery was born in 1909 and ater leaving schoolbegan his working life at Dunlops.

During this time, he also took the opportunity to learn how to fly in his spare hours. At
the outbreak of the Second World War, Amery was employed in West Africa. Although he
promptly applied for release from his duties b join the war effort, it was not until March
1940 that he received permission to return to England.

Joining the Royal Air Force

Upon his return, Amery enlisted with the Royal Air Force as a sergeant. He quickly
AEOOET COEOEAA EEI OAl £ ATA AAOT AA EEO PEI T OB
were recognised with a commission as a Pilot Officer assigned to 115 Squadron.

Operational Missions
i AOUd O £ZEET Al TPAOAOGEITTAI O OORMe Bl He DI AA/
participated as a member of a thirteeraircraft formation tasked with bombing targets

over Cologne and Dunkirk. His aircraft departed at 23:29, and upon reaching the target,

the crew released their bombs from an altitude of 13,000 feet, aimg at the town area

amid intense anttaircraft fire and searchlights. The crew observed only a few flashes and

were unable to confirm the results of their attack.
The mission concluded wth their safe return to
base at 04:32 on 16 June.

Tragic Accident

Following several operational missions over &
"AOiI ATUh 1'Ii AOUGBO OAOOERA
on Tuesday 17 June 1941. During a test flight of
Wellington Bomber IC R1517 [K&Z], the aircraft
climbed steadily to 500 feet before turning
through 180 degrees and suddenly diving into
the ground at Sporle, near Swaffham. Of those on §
board, only one crew member survived the crash.
At the time of his death Amery was 31 years old
and is buried atMarham Cemetery, Norfolk.

2 ot
i ik

: Maypam ?gmetgry, Norfolk > @

Son of William Lavington Evans & Constance
Ella Northup Evans
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Aircraftman 1 st Class Richard Charles Sat 5" Jul

ROTHWELL 1941
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve Aged 19
Bayley [1935-1939]

After leaving Wrekin, Richard attended Birmingham University, where he pursued a

degree in electrical engineering. His enrolment in fultime education temporarily
exempted him from military service. Despite this exemption, Richard volunteered to
serve in the Royal Air Force in the autumn of 1940.

Training and Deployment

Richard successfully completed his qualifying training in England and was then expected
to finish his course and receive his commission in Rhodesia. To reach his next stage of
training, Richard boarded the troopshipSS Anselftnas a passenger, bound for South
Africa. The vessel was transporting 1,210 RAF and military personnel.

The Attack on the SS Anselm

On the morning of 3 July 1941, the German submarine 496, acting on a convoy contact
report provided by a Condor aircraft, tracked a group of ships through fog approximately
300 miles north of the Azores. The formation consisted of six vessels: the British survey
ship HMS Challengeteading the troopship Anselm the armed merchant cruiserHMS
Cathay, and three corvettes HMS Petunia, HMS Lavendeand HMS Starwort which
were positioned to port, starboard, and astern of the Anselm.

36



At 08:29 hours, U96 launched a salvo of four torpedoes, mistakenly believing it had
struck HMS Cathaynd HMS Challengernn reality, two torpedoes hit theAnselm causing
it to sink within 22 minutes. The crew managed to launch all but one of the lifeboats
during this brief window. However, the sinking resulted in the loss of four crew members
and 250 of the service personnel on board.

Rescue and Aftermath

The three corvettes immediately launched a counteattack against the Uboat. HMS
3 O A O xsbrar®yst®m was not operational, so the task of attacking fell tdMS Petunia
and HMS Lavenderboth of which established firm sonar contactIMS Petuniaeleased
six depth charges, whileHMS Lavendedeployed twenty. As the corvettes moved closer
to the survivors in the water, they were forced to halt the depth charge assault. Despite
this, the attack inflicted severe damage on-4962, compelling it to abandon itgatrol.

Meanwhile, the master, 93 crew members, three gunners, and 965 service persormel
including 60 men rescued directly from the water were picked up by the survey ship
and the third corvette. The survivors were subsequently transferred téiMS Cathaynd
eventually brought ashore at Freetown.

Sadly, Richard was not one of the survivors and so is commemorated on the Runnymede
memorial. He was 19 years old.

p8 OE1T O ET $AAAI AAO pwouvs )T pwtn OEA DAOOAT CA
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Son of Cecil Rothwell & Margery Helen Rothwell of Tamworth, Staffordshire

—
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First Lieutenant Henry Hawkes Sat 9" Aug
BROAD 1941

Royal Artillery Aged 26

Windsor [1928-1932]

Henry died at his home 17 Rodney Street, Liverpool, from Hodgkin's lymphoma and so

not officially recognised as a casualty of war by the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission.

Avery cheerful small boy who showed much alfound promise. He leftWrekin early and
became an apprentice at British Insulated Cables, and after three years was transferred
to the Electrical Department of the Liverpool Corporation, subsequentlyeing gopointed
Assistant Mains Engineer.

$AOAOEAAA AU EEO #1111 Afisttldss offiéed andl &gredt leddgE E E O
of men; his loss is a great one to the Regiment, and he leaves behind him a great record and
adecidedgap ! AET A O Otimk éngdyingsinall 6dy Withein dvér-ready smile

and lively interest in everything about him.

Only child of William Henry Broad & Cynthia Broad of Liverpool, Lancashire.

Toxteth Park Cemetery, Liverpool
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Pilot Officer Douglas Blundell Tue 7t Oct
ALAN -WILLIAMS 1941

42 Operational Training Unit , Royal Air Force Aged 20
D

Tudor [1935-1939]

Douglas was born in 1921 on Salt Spring Island, British ColumBiaAs a Canadian by
AEOOEh EA EAIT A AOAIT 1T AOEITAI EOU8 $10cCi AO
Cambridge and to join the Army as a University candidate. However, with the threat of
war looming in the summer of 1939, he chose instead to enrat the Royal Military

Academy, Sandhurst upon leaving school.

Military Career

Douglas was commissioned into the Dorsetshire Regiment in 1940. His military journey
continued when, on 19 April 1941, he was commissioned into the Royal Air Force and
seconded to the Army Cepperation Branch Four months later, in August 1941, he earned
EEO PEIT O8O0 xEIT CO8

Service and Sacrifice

Stationed at RAF Bircham Newton in Norfolk, Douglas piloted the Bristol Blenheim, a
twin -engined light bomber. Tragically, while flying Blenheim V5762, Douglas lost his life
along with his three crew members when their aircraft crashed into the ground atébbs
Farm, Flagg Fenn House, near Peterborough, Cambridgeshire.

Only son of LtCol Alan Copland AlafWilliams &
Violet Mabel AlarWilliams of Chester, Cheshire.

As a Canadian national Douglas is also
commemorated on the Canadian Virtual War
memorial (CVWM), a registry to honour and
remember the sacrifices of more than 118,000
Canadians and Newfoundlanders who, since
Confederation, have given their lives serving in
uniform.

S
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Trooper Jasper Julian BARING - Tue 250 Nov
GOULD 1941

42nd (7t (239 London) Battalion, The East Surrey

Regiment) Battalion, Royal Tank Regiment Aged 21
e

Bayley [1934-1938] House Prefect

\]asper joined up on the outbreak of war in 1939 and served

with his regiment in North Africa,which wasequipped with
Valentine infantry tanks, where he was to lose his life at the
age of 21 on Tuesday 25 November 1941 He is buried
in Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery, Sollum, Egypt.

0&Ol i 1 6Anh OEOT OCE AITTA T EEA]
Son of Julian BaringGould & Elizabeth Joan Baringould
of Broadway, Dorset brother of Benjamin Gordon Baring
Gouldt [1918-41]
p8 AT EATET xAO OEA O0EI 1O |/ ZFMEAAO 1 £ 4ECAO -1 0E 4xpo
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Signalman Harry Stacey HODSON Fri 19t Dec
1941

Royal Corps of Signals Aged 22
I

Saxon [19351937]

Harry volunteered for military service immediately on the outbreak of war. Following

his training he was posted to Hong Kong where he arrived in April 1941. On the morning
of 7h December 1941 at the same time thalapanese Forces were attacking Pearl Harbour
they also launched an attack on the British Colony of Hong Kong. A period of brief intense
fighting followed, but on Christmas Day 1941 the Military Garrison consisting of British,
Canadian and Indian units were forced to surrender.

Initially reported as @nissing in actiord this was subsequently amended almost twelve

months later as having beerilled in actiondon 19h December 1941. His body was

initially buried in a mass grave on the island but following exhumation on 27 November

pwte (AOOUBO OAI AET Oh AlT1T¢ xEOE 1 AT U 1T OEAO
with full military honours.

Son of Alfred Bridge Hodson & Dorothy Hodson of Hayley Green, Halesowen,
Worcestershire.
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Private Denis Alan JOHNSON Sat 27 Dec
1941

Royal Berkshire Regiment & No 3 Commando Aged 21

Bayley [1935-1939]

Upon leaving school, Denis became a playing member of Wolverhampton Rugby

Football Club. This early involvement in team sports would later be reflected in his
commitment to military service during the Second World War.

Enlistment and Transfer to the Commandos

In 1940, Denis enlisted with the Royal Berkshire Regiment. Shortly afterwards, he
transferred to the newly formed Commandos. These special forces units were established
at the behest of Prime Minister Winston Churchill, with the purpose of carrying out rds
against enemy forces in Germaoccupied Europe.

Operation Claymore: The Lofoten Islands Raid

@peration Claymoréwas a British and Norwegian commando raid targeting the Lofoten
Islands in northern Norway. The islands held strategic significance as an important centre
for the production of fish oil and glycerine, both of which were essential to the German
war effort.

The original plan for the raid was to avoid direct confrontation withenemy forces while
inflicting maximum damage on Germascontrolled industry. The commandos succeeded
in destroying fish oil factories andsignificant tonnage ofoil and glycerine. In addition to
this, they returned with approximately 228 German prisoners, 314 Norwegian recruits,
and several collaborators of the Quisling regime.

Through the combined efforts of naval gunfire and demolition teams, the raid resulted in
the sinking of 18,000 tons of shipping. Perhaps most notably, the operation led to the
capture of a set of rotor wheels for an Enigma machine, along with its code b@pkrom
the German armed trawler®rebs This would later prove to be a significant intelligence
coup for the Allies.

Operation Archery: The Vagsegy Raid

O/ PAOAOGEITT ! OAEAOUS xAO A #1 1 A€Dedesber ®AOAOEIT I
The target was German positions on the island of Vagsgy, Norway, and the raid involved
British Commandos, a small contingent of Norwegians, Royal Navy destroyers providing

fire support, and RAF aircraft.

The principal objective was the destruction of fiskoil production facilities, which the
Germans used to manufacture high explosives. Additionally, the operation aimed to force
the Germans to maintain or increase their troop presence in Norway, thereby reding
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the number of soldiers available for deployment on the Eastern Front. This strategic goal
was achieved, as Hitler subsequently moved 30,000 troops to Norway and strengthened
coastal defences in response to the raid.

During the operation, several Quislings were captured and brought back to the United
Kingdom for internment. A large number of loyal Norwegians were also taken back,
enabling them to join the Allied cause.

Denis was one of 17 killed during the operationWith the absence of any remains he is
commemorated on the Brookwood 19391945 Memorial, Military Cemetery, Brookwood,
Surrey. He was 21 years old.

Son of Edward Alfred Johnson & Ruby Helen Johnson.

Commemorated on the Brookwood 19391945

Memarial, Military Cemetery, Brookwood,Surrey
© CWGC
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Tom SIMS-HILDITCH
Eric Geoffrey HATCH
Patrick Michael POWER
Arthur Digby WILKIE
Maurice James Reginald EUSTACE
Alexander Charles HARVEY
John Roger Owen CHARLTON
William Arnott McLEOD
Michael Lotherington GLENTON-WRIGHT
Dennis Brendon Geoffrey TOMLINSON
John Grenville KNOTT
Guy Anthony ROGERS
[an Desmond Vance MITCHELL
Edward GOODHEAD
Donald Stewart HEGAN
Peter Reginald GLENISTER
James Lowden CONNELL
Henry Eyton WILLIAMS
John Brian THORNTON
John WEBBER



Lieutenant Tom SIMS -HILDITCH Thu 22nd Jan
A.R.I.B.A. 1942

HM Trawler Rosemonde, RNVR Aged 21

Saxon [19241928]

After leaving Wrekin, Tom, renowned for his cheerful nature, embarked on his

architectural career by serving his articles with Messrs Sandy and Norris of Stafford. This
formative experience laid the foundation for his future endeavoursand helater secured
a position with the Air Ministry, further broadening his professional expertise.

Tom continued to build hiscareerx EAT EA ET ET AA - AO0OO0O0 7AAAITI
During his tenure there, he was entrusted with the significant responsibility of
supervising the construction of five Oden cinemas, among them the cinema at Hanley.

After a brief period working with another architect in Newcastleunder-Lyme, Tom was

appointed as the A.R.P. architect to Newcastle Borough Councitemior role for one so

youngthat demonstrated the trust and esteem in which he was held by his peers.

Sporting and Theatrical Pursuits

Outside his professional commitments, Tom was highly regarded in the local sporting
community. He was a welknown tennis and badminton player, distinguished as one of
the finest tennis players in Holmes Chapel and an active member of the Victoria Club. In
addition to his athletic achievements, Tom was also an accomplished amateur actor. He
took on numerous roles in productions at the Victoria Hall, showcasing his versatility and
passion for the arts.

Military Service and Ultimate Sacrifice

With the outbreak of war, Tom volunteered for service in the Royal Navy at an early stage
Upon completing his training atHMS Hooghe participated in active operations in Oran,
Algeria, and other locations. After gaining his commission, Tom volunteered for the Mine
Sweeping Service, where his leadership qualities were recognised with a promotion to
Lieutenant and command of his owrvessel.

On 13h January 1942HMT Rosemonde O1 AAO 41180 AT i1 AT Ah AADPA
bound for Gibraltar, accompanied byninesweeping trawlersHMS Rosalinand HMS Lord

Grey However, on 18 January HMT Rosemond®st contact with the other ships amidst

stormy weather. While the other vessels reached Gibraltar on 22January, the Admiralty

declared HMT Rosemonde EOOET ¢ 11T AA OEA OEEDPS&O ATMAOOAT A
January.

It later transpired that at approximately 23:00 on 19" January 1942, 6811 engaged

what was believed to be a British corvette, estimated at 800 tons, heading towards
Gibraltar. The attack occurred during an exceptionally dark and rainy night, some 400
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miles east of the Azores. The first torpedo missed, but one of the subsequent pair struck
the vessel amidships, causing it to break apart and sink within a minute. This was
followed by an underwater explosion, likely from depth charges.

Despite searching the area extensively,

the U-boat crew found neither survivors

nor wreckage. It is highly probable that

HMT Rosemondewas lost in this attack,

i AOEET C OEA OOACEA Al A
and life at seaon 22nd January at the age

of 21.

Younger son of Edwin Simdilditch &
Ada Cyrilla SimsHilditch of Nantwich,
Cheshire.

B LY
imemeoratedon thlﬁ_;l_owesj,oft Naval
Memorial, Suffolkecwee
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Sergeant (A/Obs) Eric Geoffrey Sun 8t Feb
HATCH 1942

12 Operational Training Unit, Royal Air Force Aged 21
—_——————— A A A —- i A

Bayley [1934-1938]

Before joining the RAFEric was serving his articles with the firm of Messrs James, James

and Hatch of which his father was a partner, and had passed his intermediate
examinations.

No 12 OTU was formed in April 1940 as part of RAF Bomber Command at RAF Benson,
Oxfordshire to train light bomber aircrew.

Airborne from RAF Waddingtonin a Mk Ic Wellington Bombetrto transit back to Chipping

7A0AAT h %O K854 crasked AMmanerEDlater whilst banking in the circuit,
coming down 1-mile northeast of the airfield.

Son of Frank Hatch & Juliette Hatch of Wrexham, Denbighshire, North Wales.

Wrexham Cemetery,‘CIwyd,.NV\‘/jales R4 . @
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First Lieutenant Patrick Michael Mon 9t Feb
POWER 1942

3 Light Anti -Aircraft Regiment,

Hong Kong and Singapore Royal Artillery Aged 26
e

Norman [1929-1933]

Prior to the outbreak of the war Patrick worked for a London insurance compangnd

then volunteered for service immediately thereafter with the Royal Artillery, and
following his commission in 1940 he was posted to Singapore in early 1941.

His parents received notification via the International Red Cross in March 1942 that he
had been killed in action during the fighting in Malaya, though subsequent reports
suggested he had died whilst in a Japanese POW Camp. His body was never recovered and
thus he was deemed to have lost his life in February 1942.

Only son of Patrick Denison Power & Gladys Myfanwy Power of Shaldon, Devon.

Patrick is one of two OWs commemorated on this memorial.

Mier ; »

= ) e TR\ e
Commemorated onithe Singapore Memg:;i{a,ami}\‘]\'léff,‘(;/emetery, Singaperewcc
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First Lieutenant Arthur Digby Sat 14" Feb
WILKIE 1942

Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders Aged 33

Saxon [19231927] Head of House

Arthur played cricket for Wolverhampton Cricket Club on leaving school and also
represented Staffordshire at county level.

In 1934 he was involved in a driving incident as reported at the time.

BAN ON TWO MOTORISTS

Unreasonable Driving

Allegations were made at Wolverhampton Police Court, on Saturday, that three cars were
driven abreast and that the speedometer of the police car which was following registered at
52 miles an hour at its highest point.

The defendants, John Neville Crawford and Francis Roy Crawford, of Muchall road, Penn
and Arthur Digby Wilkie, the well-known cricketer who plays for Walsall and
Staffordshire of Riley Crescent, Wolverhampton were each fined 40s for driving a motor
in Lichfield Street, Victoria Street, Worcester Street and Penn Road, Wolverhampton,
without reasonable consideration for other persons using the road.

The magistrates suspended the licences of Francis Rov Crawford and Wilkie for three
months.

The defendants denied the allegations and it was admitted thev obeved all the traffic signals.

Birmingham Daily Gazette, Monday 10® December 1934

Little is known of his military career at present apart from the fact that ke was killed in
action prior to the fall of Singapore and one of two OWs to lie in this cemetery.

Son of Mein Wilkie & Winifred Tesse Ellen Wilkie.
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Kranji War Cemetery, Singapore cwcc
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Captain Maurice James Reginald Sat 14" Feb
EUSTACE 1942

155 (The Lanarkshire Yeomanry) Field Regiment,
Royal Artillery ._ Aged 20

Norman [1934-1939]

Moaurice [b.1921] entered the RMA Woolwich

just as the war began in the summer of 1939 anc
not long after being commissioned on #
February 1940 he attained the rank of Captain.
The regiment moved to India in May 1941,
equipped with 25 pounder guns; in August it
moved to Malaya and the following month re
equipped with 4.5" guns.

It fought in the Battle of Malaya and the Battle of
Singapore with the surrender of Singapore,

surviving members of the Regiment were taken
prisoner on 15h February 1942. Previously

OADT OOWidsingAiDaA OET 1 8 h AC
pwto OEEO AAOAKledixahOE:/
on 14t February 1942. Maurice was the second
OW to die on this day

Mentioned in Despatches.

Only child of Maurice James Eustace &Violet Mary Eustace of Newstown, Co. Carlow,
Irish Repubilic.

Memorial © cCWe
S
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COPY OF COLONEL LAYARD'S LETTER TO VIOLET EUSTACE
ON THE DEATH OF HER ONLY CHILD, MAURICE EUSTACE, (AGED JUST 21)

“MAY GOD COMFORT HER"

Maes Court, October 21st 1945
TENBURY,
Worcestershire.

Dear Mrs Eustace,

I must apologise for not having written to you sooner but unfortunately 1 lost
my notes while I was a prisoner and had to write to Scotland for your address.

It was very tragic indeed that we should lose your Maurice so near the end in
Singapore, for it happened in the early hours of I5th February. Our position had
been shelled and mortared at intervals during the previous day and that night, and
after one of these, Maurice went off round the area to make sure that nobody in our
troop had been injured; he refused to let me accompany him but went of f with his
Sergeant Major and another. Unluckily when they were still scouting round the
gardens we were occupying the mortar started again, and they decided to seek
shelter. The other two got safely to a trench, but just as Maurice got into the
opening another shell landed near and flying splinters caught him as he ran.

He was unconscious when I reached him, and we managed to get him by car to the
nearest hospital, where he was given a dose of morphia. He seemed to be fairly
comfortable and was sleeping peacefully (as it appeared) when I had to leave him to
return to the position. So it was a great shock to learn later that morning that
he had died without regaining consciousness about two hours later. The hospital
was very crowded at the time and hopelessly understaffed, but we do not feel that
they could have done much more for Maurice for he had three rather unpleasant
wounds. But I am quite sure that he can have felt no pain himself, as he was
unconscious the whole time.

It was a terrible blow to lose him at that time, when things looked black
enough already and the whole troop (he was my Troop Commander) felt his loss very
much indeed. He had only taken it over half-way through the campaign and I must
say I never felt happier and more confident than when he was about. He seemed to
exude a confidence that drove away doubts and fears that we might have had. He
kept so cheerful all the time, during what was a pretty tiring and melancholy
campaign, and it was a delight to have him for a companion, and the way he went
about his job in such a conscientious manner made him popular with all the troop.
It seemed such a tragedy that such a young and cheerful life should have been
curtailed, when he appeared to have a fine career as a soldier before him. And
it hardly requires me to tell you how very much I, and all the officers and men
in the regiment, sympathize with you, particularly at a time when so many other
homes are being gladdened by the return of their dear ones. I am afraid it must
have been 4 most anxious and exasperating time, waiting for definite news of
Maurice for the last people to be sent away from Singapore left before he was
killed and we were unable to get any further information out till we ourselves
were freed last month.

The only item of Maurice's personal property that I was able to secure at
capitulation, and retain ever since, was his cigarette case, and this I am now
returning, tho' it has led a pretty hectic existence these last 3% years, and is
hardly as good as it used to be.

1 hope what I have written may be of some use, and above all, consolation to
you that Maurice was killed in carrying out the job that came so naturally to him
- that of looking after the safety of his men, regardless of his own personal
position. We used to think of you all through those long years of captivity and
wonder what sort of news you might have heard - and I do feel very deeply for
you.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Peter Layard
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Trooper Alexander Charles HARVEY Fri 29t May
1942

7t Royal Tank Regiment Aged 20
e

Tudor [1935-1938]

Alexander first saw action in 1942 and bymid-1942, his Regiment was captured at

Tobruk during the Battle of Gazala, part of the First Battle of EI Alamein. Tobruk was
surrendered to Italian and German forces on ZLJune 1942. Alexander was one of two
OWs to be killed on this day in the same action and one of three to lie in the same
cemetery.

Just prior to his death, and by an extraordinary coincidence, Alexander had come across
his elder brother Norman, whose convoy his own tank had assisted on its way by
suppressing enemy fire. Norman Harvey was subsequently captured and remained a
POW for the duration.

A
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Son of Kenneth L. Harvey & Amy H. Harvey of Fairwarp, Sussex.
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Major John Roger Owen Fri 29t May
CHARLTON, MC 1942

11 (Honourable Artillery Company) Regiment,
Royal Horse Artillery . Aged 35

Tudor [1921-1925]

Before the outbreak of war, Johrjb.1907] was a directorof Charlton & Bagshaw, a firm

of corn merchants in Liverpool and later athe Chester Northgate Brewing Company, a
family-run business where his father served as chairman. Alongside his professional
responsibilities, John dedicated fourteen years to the Territorial Army (TA), serving with
the 5t Battn, Royal Welch Fusiliers in variougparts of Flintshire.

The Battle of SaintValéry-en-Caux

Saint-Valéry-en-Caux became the setting for one of the most significant battles of the War.
In June 1940, the advancing German army forced the remaining Allied troops into a
confined area along the Normandy coast. Adverse weather conditions prevented rescue
ships from reaching the stranded soldiers. Members of the 5f1Highland Division,
together with troops from the 1st Armoured Division and the French @ Army Corps,
found themselves hemmed in between the sea and the imposing cliffs surrounding the
town.

Faced with overwhelming odds outgunned, outnumbered, and nearly out of
ammunition? the situation for the Allied troops grew dire. MajorGeneralVictor Fortune,
GOC 5%t Highland Division,considered all possible courses of action, such as mounting a
counterattack, continuing resistance, or retaking the town. However, evacuation and
support for large numberswere impossible,although some smaller parties did make an
escape. hie men were exhausted, and there was a complete lack of artillery ammunition.
Shortly before 10:0thrs on 12 June, MajorGeneral Fortuné made the agonising
decision to surrender to his German counterpart, Generalmajor Erwin Rommel.

Captivity and Liberation

Thousands of Allied soldiers were taken as prisoners of war and marched to camps in
Poland, where they remained until their liberation in 1944. In a remarkable turn of
events, it was the 5% Highland Division? some of whom had survived the initial battle
who were among the first to reenter SaintValéry-en-Caux and liberate its citizens.

Recognition and Further Service

For his bravery and actions before and during the evacuation from Saivaléry, John was
awarded the Military Cross (MC).
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For outstanding gualities of leadership, initiative and
devotion to duty.

During the whole period this officer was in France he
displayed the highest gualities of leadership. His Bty,
was first in action with the enemy near AUMALE, and Major
Charlton with complete disregard of his personal safety
continually visited his guns inspiring his men under fire,
and organizing their further moves in face of tank
attacks.

Later when the C.0. was missing he took command of the
survivors of the Regt. and organized the withdrawal to
ST.VALERY. At this place he deployed the remaining weapons
at hiz disposal and assisted in the defence. Whilst under
continmious fire he went round his men and arranged their
ultimate evacuation by sea so far as was in his powers to
do, and it i3 due to his efforts that the survivors of the
Regt. from ST.VALERY returned to England. Not until he had
geen to the evacuation of his men did Major Charlton make
his own way back to England later.

Becommended by:
LT-COL J.D. Shapland

(Sgd) R.EVANS, Major-General
Comdr.,1 Armd. Diwv.

Johnlater served in North Africa, participating in the Battle of Knightsbridge with 25
pounder guns and subsequently reequipped with the M7 Priest selfpropelled gun for
the second Battle of EI Alamein. On this da¥riday 29t May 1942 John became the
second Old Wekinian (OW) to fall in action, and both now rest in the same cemetery.

In April 1941 the engagement was announced between Aline Rosemary HurdBlair and
John Charlton but they never married due to his untimely death. Aline subsequently
married Mr.David Dobie in 1944.

Eldest son of John William Charlton & Gwendoline Mary Owen Charlton of Kelsterton,
Flintshire, North Wales.
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KnightSbridge War Cemetery, Acroma, Libya cwac
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Sergeant William Arnott McLEOD Sun 31st May
1942

115 Squadron, Royal Air Force Aged 24

York [1931-1937] Head of House & School Prefect

William volunteered for service in the RAFon the outbreak of war. He soon qualified as

a wireless operator/air gunner serving with 115 Squadron operating from RAF Marham,
Norfolk, flying the twin-engine Vickers Wellington Bomberin which he undertook a
number of operational flights.

On 30" May 1942 Wellington Il Z1614 [KOR] took off at 23:59hrs for participation in
the first 1,000 bomber raid of the war targeting
Cologne, Germanywith five aircrew on board
including William. In total 1455 tons of bombs
were dropped, one third being incendiaries, by
the participating aircraft. At 01:57 hrs on 31stMay
his aircraft was shot down by a Messerschmitt Bf
110 D-3 night fighter crewed by Oberleutnant
Barte & Unteroffizier Pieper of the 4./NJG 1. The

aircraft crashed at Wijchmaal, Belgiunwith the loss of all on board.

At the time of his death William was 24 years of age and is commemorated on the
Runnymede Memorial, Englefield Green, Surrey.

Son of William Arnott McLeod& Agnes Lawson McLeod, Edinburgh, Scotland.

——

nede 'IVIQ_n{b'riai, Eng_lgfield Green, Sureywee
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