


This page
Intentionally
blank



Wrekin College memorial plaque WW1

The college archive contains no details as to the commission or erection of the marble memorial
plague, located in the chapel, in memory of the Old Wrekinian fallen of the First World War. We
do know from the records that it was in situ when the new chapedrgan was dedicated in
February 1922. The names and units of the deceased would have been drawn from the records
and information available to the college at the time.

Originally forty-eight names were inscribed, with a further six added in the years 2000,
bringing the total to fifty-four. As at November 2022 one name has yet to be added, that of W.A.
Wilmot, RNAS. Aentury on, access to all of the surviving records held in the numerous archives
both in the UK and overseas now show the original memorial to contain in excess of twenty seven
errors.

The following pagesopen a window into their lives; in addition theyset the record straight and
accord thefallen their correct rank and unit at time of theirdeath, the first in March 1915 and the
last in November 1918.
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Second Lieutenant Ronald Walker AYNSLEY
Second Lieutenant Ostcliffe Harold BEAUFORT
Private Graham Oscar Lloyd BRISBOURNE
Second Lieutenant Eric Godwin CHANCE

First Lieutenant Edward Watkin COLVER
Captain Henry COLVER

First Lieutenant George Alfred Senior CRAVEN
First Lieutenant John Whitworth DAVIDSON
Corporal Arthur Reginald Harry DAVIES

Private John William DOVASTON

Captain Stanley William DYSON

Private Harry ESPLEY

Second Lieutenant Tom AlEcdwardEVANSON
JONES

Captain Roland Ivor GOU@50

First Lieutenant Mervyn Bruce GRACE

First Lieutenant Ernest Brereton GREENHOUS
Temporary Flying Officer Sidney Arthur GRIMWA
Assistant Bed Steward John HAMPTON

Lance Corporal George William Cave HARRIS
Second Lieutenant Alec Edmund Stuart HODGS!
Second Lieutenant Gerald Barford HORNBY
LanceSergeant Bward Herbert HOSKINS

Able Seaman James Henry JARVIS

Private John Massey JARVIS

Captain Norman Lees JENNISMIN,

First Lieutenant Robert Nelson JGNE

Lance Sergeant Williamode JONES

Private Harold Dale KEMBER

Second Lieutenant Haden Mostyn KENDRICK
Major Frank Stuart LLOYD

First Lieutenant John MARSH

Second Lieutenant James Duncan McTAVISH
Second Lieutenant Harold Oswald MONRO
Private Roland Creswell MORGAN

First Lieutenant Allan Duncan MORRIS
Captain Harry MORRIS

First Lieutenant Bernard Julius PELMORE
Second Lieutenant William Henry PENNINGTOI
Second Lieutenant Arthur Blakeway PHILLIPS
Private Percy PIGGOTT

Private Edwin PITCHFORD

Captain Harry Stanyer POWBUG

Second Lieutenant Arthur PRICE

Private John Hedley RICHARRS,

First Lieutenant Donald ROBINSON

J. ROBINSON

First Lieutenant Richard Arnold SEYMGJIORIES
Second Lieutenant Harold George SKITT
Second Lieutenant Victor Louis SNELSON
Second Lieutenant Charles STEWARD

First Lieutenant Kenneth Claude SYMONDS
Ordinary Seaman Evan William Harris VAUGHA
Captain Rodric Mathafarn WILLIAMS

Flight Sul_ieutenant Wilfred HenrWWILMOT

Air Mechanic 2 Class William Arthur WILMOT
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For the Fallen

By

Robert Laurence Binyon (18691943)

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.

These words of the fourth stanza have become especially famous and familiar, following their adoption by
the Royal British Legion as an Exhortation for ceremonies of Remembrance to commemorate fallen

Service personnel.
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On the evening of Tuesday ¥ August 1914the War Office in London sent telegrams to
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The following day from across the land, parOET A O1 1 AEEAODhx AOOBKkAAE A
were often known, including many an Old Wrekiniah [OW], packed their bags and

proceeded to join their battalions. For those not in a TF Battalion, they too were soon to

AA CEOAT OEA 1 bpbPi OOOT EOU O1T ETET OEA 0. Ax 1¢
town and city alike. Field Marshall Lord Kitclener proclaimed the need for thousands of

young men to join up, thus creating the largest volunteer army Britain and the world had

thus seen. Many deemed this to be the great adventure of their young lives; a brief trip

across the channel, give the Hun ddody nose and after a few short weeks return home

and carry on with their lives much as before.

In reality things did not turn out that way; the war, which had been building for some
time lasted for over four long years. In that time across the Kkilling fields of Europe and
beyond huge swathes of land were completely devastated above anything previdus
known to man, hundreds of thousands of men were sucked in from across the British
Empire to live and die in the most appalling conditions imaginable. Families were torn
APDAOO AT A £ O OET OA O& 0001 AGAOGS xET OAOOOI
physical and mental; their experiences were often locked away deep in the recesses of
the mind never to resurface until decades later. Some went to their graves refusing to
relive the horrors they had withessed and never spoke to their families about whahey
had seen and experienced. It is really only in the recent past that their descendants have
begun to ask questions and to learn more about what happened to their grandfathers,
great-uncles and other relatives a century ago in the fullness of their optistic youth.

In many an attic lie collections of old letters, dusty medals, perhaps a belt buckle, or a
faded sepia photograph of a young man or woman in uniform. These items, together with
eye witness accounts of the events and official documents of the period, allowe to bring

to life the stories and, in some cases, the heroic deeds of those who served and who so
often died. Whilst large quantities of the official records were destroyed in a German air
raid over London in 1940, for many of the officers a number oheir records from the
period did survive: among them War Office telegrams, service histories, letters from
grieving parents and siblings, and other documentation associated with a death in war.
In a number of instances this War Office bureaucracy and théone of their
correspondence with next of kin does not portray them in a sympathetic light: almost a
century on, and with the recent conflicts of Iraq and Afghanistan to the fore, it resonates
down the years to this day.

In excess of three hundred and thirty former pupils of Wellington College, Shropshire
served King & Empire during the First World War. Many had joined the Officers Training
Corps [OTC] either whilst at the school or university, or both, and if they so desd this

1ol Wellingtonians became known as Old Wrekinians in 1908



experience and training put them on the fast track to a commission. Others however were
content to serve in the ranks.

What follows is not a detailed account of civilian and military life from leaving school to
subsequent and untimely death. It is however an attempt to shine a light on the all too
brief lives of those who paid the ultimate sacrifice, either at home or abeal: the youngest
was eighteen years of age and the oldest forfypur. Some were married, some were
fathers; others were single or engaged to be married. They served in all of the services,
British Army, Royal Navy, Royal Naval Air Service, Royal Marinebetfledgling Royal
Flying Corps, the newly formed Royal Air Force, and the Merchant Marine. Included in
their number are two sets of brothers; Edward and Henry Colver, John and James Jarvis.
For those who had not long ago left these shores for lives anew the Dominions, they
too returned willingly in the armies of Canada and New Zealand.

A publication reflecting the exam success of present boys of Wellington College for the
period June 19127 May 1914 lists the names of one hundred and two pupils: by the
armistice in November 1918 eleven of those listed lay forever in a foreign field. Mpaof
the deceased are at eternal rest amongst their comrades within the immaculately
maintained Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemeteries in France, Belgium and
Italy, or indeed a quiet English churchyard. Other OWs have no known grave and are
therefore remembered on the War Memorials that lie amongst the battlefields.

The Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, is
the largest British war memorial in the world bearing the names of more than 72,000
officers and men of United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme
secta before 20 March 1918 and whose whereabouts remain unknown.

The Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres, designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield, lists the names of
more than 54,000 officers and men whose graves are not known.

The Helles Memorial near Sedd el Bahr, Turkey, is the place of commemoration for 20,885
Commonwealth servicemen who died in the Gallipoli campaign and who also have no
known grave.

Former pupils who served and perished on the high seas and whose bodies lie in the deep
are remembered on the naval memorials at Tower Hill in London and at Chatham, Kent.
Others who served with the RFC/RAF and the Army are remembered on the smaller
memorials in France, Belgium and modern day Iraq.

Alongside the official war cemeteries and memorials, OWs are also remembered on the
memorials at their school[s] and universities, and the many small war memorials erected
in towns and villages with which they had a connection in life. For those who had
emigrated before the war their adopted homelands also honour them on memorials in
Canterbury, New Zealand and Ottawa, Canada.



Grateful thanks are accorded to the families of those OWs remembered here who have
provided me with letters, photographs and other valuable information.

Geographical references and place names are as they existed in 1918. No changes have
been made to any spelling, punctuation and grammar contained in quoted extracts from
official records, letters etc.

The research for these life stories was sourced from information held by the following
institutions and organisations.

| OAEEOAO . Ax : AAI AT A8B84A 20A - AEAOA 1T OA +axAil AOGAT GCA
Brunel University Archives

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Denstone College

Library & Archives Canada

Manchester University Archives

Royal Air Force Museum

Royal Society of Chemistry Archives

Sheffield University Archives

The British Newspaper Archive

The General Register Office

The Imperial War Museum

The International Committee of the Red Cross

The Long, Long Trail: the British Army in the Great War
The National Archives

The National Army Museum

The Royal British Legion

The Royal Collection Trust

UK Ministry of Defence

Wrekin CollegeArchives

At the conclusion of this project in the autumn of 2015 three names on the memorial
could not be positively identified from military records and so the date of their deaths
was unknown, nor did one know where they layin 2018, an the 100t anniversary of the
armistice one was identified as LanceSergeant William Hope Jones, 1/8 Battalion, The
Monmouthshire Regiment In January 2026 a further one was identified as Lance
Sergeant Edward Herbert Hoskinsof the 1st Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry:one
remains unaccounted for.

WJF Elsworth
(W.1970-75)

First Edition September 2015
SecondEdition March 2024
Latest Edition January 2026






Second Lieutenant William Henry
PENNINGTON

14h; 3A0OO0EAAQ "AOOAIT ETTh 4E
(West Yorkshire) Regiment

William Henry Pennington was born at 200 South Street, Moor, Sheffield, Yorkshire ont10
February 1893 the only son of Henry and Ada Pennington [née Brown]. A sister Minnie
was born the following year. Both his parents were milliners by trade and were sufficiently
affluent to be in a position to employ a small domestic staff.

After his education at Wellington Collegg believed to
be around the period 190811, William went up to

Birth: 10 February 1893 Queens College, Oxford, although the surviving military
Death: 2 March 1915 records do not reflect the nature of his academic
Educ: Wellington College ; studies, and here he became a member of the Offiser

4EA 10AAT 80 #Ii11ACAR 'Ilrgr'%lné)éorps [oTC].
(AECEOd uvd xo
Weight: 8st 10lbs Although due to graduate from Oxford in June 1915 he
AAAEAAA OEAO EEOfirshan®do@wads O 1 AA
that on 11th December 1914 William signed his

application papers for a temporary commission in the

Regular Army, with a preference for the infantry branch of either a Yorkshire or Lancashire

Regiment. The term would be for the duration of the war and he was passed fit for general service

by the Army doctor.

He was subsequently commissioned as a Secehtutenant in 14t (Service) Battalion, The
OOETAA T &£ 7A1 AG60 / x1 j 7ArGuarg 1905Ea0Eek Mok€lbage ACET AT O
Falmouth, Cornwall. It was here, in November the previous year, tigattalion had been formed
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Just over three weeks later on 26 February 1915, whilst on active service in Falmouth, William

was taken ill and moved immediately to the Alexandra Nursing Home at Madron, Cornwall. A few

days later on Tuesday 2 March 1915 he died of cerebrespinal meningitis and thus was spared

the horrors of the battlefields of the Western Front or Gallipoli. He was just2 years of age and

the first Old Wrekinian [OW] to die in the service of their King andCountry.

Two days later on 4 March 1915 his regiment paid him a fulsome tribute by ensuring he was

given a full military funeral. All of his brother officers were presentand his flag draped coffin

xAO AT O Au OEA OATET O .#/60 1 &£ OEA "AOOAIEITT xE
Army Band through the streets. Seventeen officers of theth8(Reserve) Battalion, The
Northamptonshire Regiment, who were based nearby also attended as a mark of respect.

[1]



His parents took the decision that their son should be interred locally and so William lies buried
in Penzance Cemetery, a short walk from the harbour.

4EA OOETAA T &£ 7A1 AG60 / x1T j7A00 91 OEOmatadAQqQ 2ACEI
Yorkshire Regiment.

1. Contemporaries from his time at Wellington at the time of the 1911 census and who died in
the War can be found in Appendix 1.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAd 301 eEthkdgo:-ISEELitEFant YEiidm HeirnBPENNINGTON

[2]


https://www.cwgc.org/stories/stories/second-lieutenant-william-henry-pennington-west-yorkshire-regiment-prince-of-waless-own/

First Lieutenant Richard Arnold
SEYMOURIONES

1/4 th Battalion, The South Lancashire Regiment

Richard Arnold SeymourJones was born in Wrexham, Denbighshire, North Wales ontiBlay
1889 the eldest of four brothers to Alfred Seymouwdones CBE and Fannie Taylor Seymeur
Jones [née Groom]. His father was a leather manufactuter

After his education at Wellington Collegé,believed to be

around the period 18991906, Richard went up to Leeds
University where he studied applied chemistry graduating

Birth: 18 May 1889 . . . .

Death: 27 March 1915 with a first-class honours BSc in the chemistry of leather

Educ: Welinaton Coll manufacture and was also given the distinction of being

uc: vwellington College ; . .
Leeds Unive?sity, ’ awarded the Le Blanc medal. The year after his graduation he
took his MSc whilst also being engaged as a research assistant.

In 1911 Richard was awarded the Royal Human3 1T AEAOU8 O

A A OOE £E A jafieht atEin®d to ssaveda woman from
drowninggnl OEA AEOAQOI OOAT AAG 006001 01 AET ¢ OEEO ET AEA/
is not known.

In 1912 he moved to Warrington and became Chief Chemist at Messrs Brunner Mond at
Winnington, Cheshire the firm having only recently acquired the business of Joseph Crosfield &

Sons. In 1919 the soap and chemical side of the business was sold to Unilever and the remainder

of the operation absorbed into ICI, becoming one of the largest and most successtrhpanies in

the world.

7EEI OO0 1 EOET C ET 7AOOETCOIT 2EAEAOAdWarmhdnOA OEI A
4011 DB r#0OI Qasmdliadgeling/as<d téfritorial officer with the 1/4h Battalion, The

South Lancashire Regiment, thereby gaining some valuable skills which would stand him in good

stead in the ensuing conflagration.

Having received his mobilisation orders Richard left his employment at Brunner Mond and joined

his Battalion at their Warrington base and by early February 1915 they had moved down to

Tunbridge Wells, Kent awaiting embarkation for France. On the ®Zebruary the Battalion, fully

packed and as ready as they could be, climbed aboard three troop trains for the journey to

31 OOEATI POIT AT AEO xEAOA OEA OOI 1 DOEEPO 033 40AE
them. A total of 31 officers and 1038 other ran&, numerous horses and tons of equipment were

on board the two ships that afternoonand at 5.30pm they set sail for the overnight crossing to

Le Havre, many of the men destined never to return.

Upon arrival the following morning they disembarked and proceeded to NB Rest camp where
they spent their first twenty-four hours in France. Over the course of the next few days by means

[3]



of route march and train journey they moved ever closer to the part of the front line destined to
be their new home for a while.

On 26h February the Battalion arrived in LOCRE, a small village in the Belgian province of West
Flanders and by 600pm that same evening the forward elements had entered the trench system
for the first time in the rural village of KEMMEL. Thus began the daily toll of casualties.

During the first few weeks of March the Battalion took its turn in the ever rotating cycle of life in
and out of the trenches and whilst the weather was mainly fine but coJdhey were constantly
susceptible to heavy shelling and sniper fire which took an increasing toll on the men.

On 26h March the Battalion had moved from its previous location[s] and arrived at DICKEBUSCH
where it entered the trenches at 6.30pm. Less than twenty four hours lateon Saturday 27
March 1915 the Adjutant made an entry in the War Diary to the effect that at 5.45pm in the
evening FirstLieutenant SeymourJones 1/4th Battalion, The
South Lancashire Regimentvas shot in the head by a sniper but
succumbed to his wounds at 8.30pm. He w&s years of age and

had been in theatre for fortythree dayswhich would prove to be :f:i';l 415 Star
OEA OET OOAOO PAOETA 1T &£ Al 1l EEH  ThesBrtsh War Medal 08
The Victory Medal

Later that same evening his Commanding Officer, Qolonel
Fairclough penned the following letter to his father which differs
slightly in timings.

| regret to have to inform you that your son was wounded this afternoon about 4.15pm,
dangerously and that he died almost in about an hour. He was shot through the temple, the bullet
passing right through the head and coming out at the other temple, withawdisfiguring him in any
way.

Our trenches are about 200 yards from the Germans. The doctor states that he must have been
unconscious from the moment he was hit.

I have arranged to have him buried in the soldiers burial ground in a village about three miles
away, as we are right away from anywhere.

He had endeared himself to all ranks and | considered him one of my best subaltern officers
always cheerful, always willing to live as he had diega man

Today the burial ground referred to in the

letter is known as Dickebusch New
Military Cemetery and Richard lies here
alongside 623 fellow soldiers of the War.
He is also commemorated on the Wrexham
War Memorial and at The Royal Society of
Chemistry.

[4]



Richard was the only fully qualified university trained leather
trades chemist serving in World War 1, of which there was
severe shortage.

4x1 1T £ 2EAEAOAG0O0 AOiI OEAOO xE
served and survived. Donald Seymouijones served with the
1/4 t (Denbighshire) Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers and ende
the war as a Captain in the # Battalion, The Welsh Regiment.
After the war he spent time in Kenya.

Frank Leslie SeymowJones served with the 1/% (Flintshire)
Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliersand took part in the Gallipoli
campaign. For part of the war he also served in Egypt with th
Intelligence Corps in the rank of Lieutenant, finishing back in his

old regiment as a Captain. Royal Society of Chemistry

The South Lancashire Regiment is perpetuated today in the®? AOOAT ET T h $OEA

2ACEIi AT O j +ET G860 ,. AT AAOEEOA AT A "1 OAAOQ

1. 1891 Census for England & Wales.

2. Contemporaries from his time at Wellington at the time of the 1901 census and who died in the

War can be found in Appendix 1.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAd 301 eEthkdo:-IFiEt LAEehantRichatd Aindd SEYMOUBONES

[5]
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https://www.cwgc.org/stories/stories/lieutenant-richard-arnold-seymour-jones-4th-bn-south-lancashire-regt/

Lance Corporal George William Cave
HARRIS

2nd Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment

eorge William Cave Harris was born in Bareilly, Bengal, India on 28ebruary 1891 to
father was garrisoned in India where he was a professional soldier with the rank of Pioneer
Sergeant. However within a few short years his father was dead and so George was forced to
return to England with his widowed mother who later re-married Thomas Henry Crookthereby
opening the door to his education at Wellington College.

Once his education was complete George enlisted in the Army
himself [Service No 9927] By 1911 he was back in India

_ serving with the 2nd Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment, who
Birth: 28 February 1891 . . .
Death: 9 May 1915 at the time were engaged on garrison duties based at the
British Infantry Barracks (Wellesley) in Mhow.

Educ: Wellington College .
On the outbreak of the First World War the Battalion was
located in Wijnberg, South Africa when they were recalled
back to England arriving in Southampton on 3@ October
1914, andthen taken by train to Hursley Camp, near Winchester. The following day they received
their mobilisation orders and after a tortuous channel crossing in appalling weather arrived in Le

(AOOA AAT AOA OEA O0iI TP OEEDP 033 , AEA -EAEECAI 838

Christmas Day 191404 EA ' AOI AT O AACAT OEI OOET ¢ #EOEOOI AO

there was no firing throughout the whole day. During the afternoon some of our men & the Germans
went into the open outside No 1 section to bury some German dead which had beenHgiegfor
Oii A OEI A8o

On 10" March 1915 the Battalion undertook their first major offensivez The Qdttle of Neuve
Chappellé The village of Neuve Chappelle lies on the road between Bethune, Fleurbaix and
Armentieres, near the junction with the Estaireg LaBasséeoad. The two front lines ran parallel
with the road between Bethune and Armentieres, which is a little to the east of the village. Behind
the German lines is the Bois de Biez and here the ground is flat and bisected by many quite small
drainage ditches.A mile ahea of the British lines was a long ridge: ABERSRIDGE only
approximately 20 feet higher than the surrounding terrain but giving an observation advantage
to the occupier. Some 15% miles to the south, this flat area of land is overlooked by the heights at
VIMY RIDGE The German lines in the vicinity were very lightly defended and so seemed right for
the taking. This battle came about because the British general staff needed to show the French

OEAO OEAU xAOA OATEI ¢ OEAEO AEGHBEOKICE BACEAAT @6

shouldering some of the burden. The night before it was wet with light snow, turning to damp

[6]
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mist; not ideal, but allowing for the conditions the attack was successful in part as it forced the
Germans to bring in reinforcements from other areas.

Asaresult the decision was taken to launch a followp attack on 9" May 1915 on Aubers Ridge
by means of a two pronged assault on the occupying force of Germans positioned thered was

to be in support of a larger French offensive at nearby Vimy Ridge. The target positions that the
2nd East Lancs Regiment, along with other British and Indian units, had been given were extremely
heavily fortified. The plan, as set out on paper, called for a 40 minute long artillery bombardment
with the brigades in the kad advancing, approximately 6000 yards apart, in a pincer movement.
This would then roll back the German front line with the Allied units advancing to take the enemy
positions on Aubers Ridgeabout 1% miles ahead of the starting line.

However, as so often happens when a battle plamade in the comfort of a rear HQmakes contact
with reality on the ground, with the opposing forces playing by different rulesthe result is rarely
as predicted. TheBattle of Aubersiwas once such instanceand what transpired was a complete
and unmitigated disaster for the British Army: no ground to speak of was won and no tactical
advantage gained.

At 2.30am on & May all the Battalions involved in the northern pincer movement report that
they are now in position, having been brought forward to the assembly point the previous night.
With sunrise at 4.06am all remains quiet along the front. At 5.00am the British altery open fire
with field guns firing shrapnel at the German wire and the howitzers firing High Explosive [HE]
shells onto the German soldiers in the front line trenches.

The attacking British forces also had to avoid being killed by their own side as many of the shells
being fired were falling short, with some on and behind the British front line. This was later found
to be due to faulty ammunition and excessive wear anéar on the gun barrels.

At 5.20am the men of the ® %A OO , AT AO xAT O OI 6AO OEA OI b6

0
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they would reach their first German trench from where they could see the enemy soldiers
waiting, bayonets fixed, behind their parapets. Roughly 80 yards out from the German line they
paused lay down and waited for the bombardment to finish.

Before that however, at 5.30am the bombardment intensified for ten minutes when the field guns
switched to HE shells. Several artillery pieces had been brought forward and fired at point blank
range against the enemy breastworks blowing holes in the defers for the attacking infantry to
pass through.

At 5.40am the attacking force rose up for the final push to the German lines and were immediately
hit by heavy machine gun fire virtually annihilating the lead platoons. After regrouping they
charged forward again to be mown down by incredibly heavy firerbm eight German machine
guns and rifle fire before they had progressed 25 yards. The survivors did their best to crawl back,
if at all possible, to their own lines or to seek safety in one of the many shell holes and wait it out.

At 6.10am the *t Battalion, The Sherwood ForestergNottinghamshire & Derbyshire Regiment)
who were being held in reserve were ordered forward to assist ther? Lancs. They too suffered
severe losses and were held up at the German wire, almost unbroken despite the incessant
pounding of the artillery.

[7]



With so much chaos and confusion all around the men were forced to withdraw and no further
attacks were launched. It was learnt the following morning that there had been insufficient
artillery ammunition [some had been sent to the Dardanelles on the ordersf Kitchener,
Secretary of State for War], to continue the attacks as well as quantities with defective fuses
meaning they would not explode on contact with wet ground, and other shells that fell short.

A conversation was duly recorded between General Henry Rawlinson (IV Corps Commander) and
Brigadier-General Reginald Oxley [i/c 24 Brigade which
included 2nd East Lancs] on the morning of 18 May when
2Ax1 ETOIT AT NOW®AAnosi ulsatistaciod.|

Where are the Sherwood Foresters? Where are the E: Mentioned in Despatches
Lancashires on the right? / @1 AU OA Brhely Ard
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The 1914 Star NN ~
The British War Medal
The Victory Medal

Of the 134 officers and men of the 2 Battalion, East

Lancashire Regimentwho died on Sunday & May 1915
Lance-Corporal George William Cave Harrisaged 24was but
one in a list of total British casualties that exceeded 1,000,
most of whom died or were injured within yards of their own front line! For an act of gallantry on

his part during the fighting on the day he died, the details of which have not survived, George was

Pl OOEOQI 1 601 U OAAI ¢cT EOAA x Ek@$ many Gf hidfelldnEsbldiersihé $ AOD/

on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comine§Varneton, Hainaut, Belgium.

The Regiment was subsequently awarded a battle honour
by King George V for its role in the attack at Aubers Ridge.

The East Lancashire Regiment is perpetuated today in the
2d * AOOAT ETTh $OEA T &£ , AT AAOGOAC
Lancashire and Border).

Commonwealth War Graves Commissi

1. Oxley sent orders to his two reserve battalions to carry out yet another futile assault later in
the day. However, in order to avoid further needless loss of life the order was countermanded
on his own authority by LieutenantColonel George Grogan the Conanding Officer, Ft
Battalion, The Worcester Regiment, as one of the two regiments tasked with the assault. Oxley
later sanctioned the cancellation. BrigadieitGeneral Oxley was dismissed on IJuly 1916 for
failing to hold the captured ground after his bigade ran out of ammunition during the battles
of the Somme.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,

®OAOI T OAq 30T eEthdo:-ILErmBEIAead Wiliahl Cave HARRIS
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Second Lieutenant Charles STEWARD
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Charles Steward was born on 17 June 1894, the youngest of four children, to parents

Councillor Henry Hill Steward and Martha Fanny Steward [née Marsh] in Pride Hill,
3EOAxOAOOUR 3EOI DOEEOAS8 (EO ZAOEA0CB0 1 AAOPAOGEI I
After completing his education at Wellington Collegein August 1912 he went

Obp O 4EA 10AAT 80 #111ACAh /1 @& OA AT A AO
to take Holy Orders. He served in the OfficerTraining Corps [OTC] at both

Wellington and Oxford where at the former he had progressed to the rank of

Sergeant.

Within a few days of the outbreak of war
Charles applied for a temporary war
commission and was initially posted to the

Birth: 17 June 1894

3¢ § 2A0OA00AQ " AOOAI Death: 25 May 1915 >60
(Shropshire Light Infantry) into which he was commissioned _
on 15n August 1914. The Battalion was in essence & .o 4 aan 5o il \CAR /oAl

depot/training unit and, on receiving mobilisation orders,

had moved to Pembroke Dock, South Wales. (AECEOGG vbppod

Weight: 12st 8lbs
By December 1914 Charles had transferred to'@Battalion [2

KSLI] and on 26 December they left their barracks in
Winchester to march to Southampton for the overnight
crossing to Le Havre where they arrived at 20pm the

following day.

The 22d December saw them entrain for AIRE in Belgiunbeing billeted in and around
BLARINGHEM, in Northern Francépart from a rest onChristmas Day they spent their time in
digging operations.

The Battalion received its first casualties, due to enemy shelling, when it entered the trenches for
the first time on 8h January 1915. This then continued on and off, coupled with sporadic rifle fire,
over the next few days.

The 12h January 1915 saw a severe outbreak of frostbite, which affected about three hundred
officers and men of the Battalion due to the severe cold. Unable to marthey all had to rest up

and bathe at BOESCHEPPE before the move to DICKEBUSCH. In the trenches near here they held
the centre section of the Brigade line and again were liable to daytime shelling and nigfithe

rifle fire with more of the men being killed or wounded.

[9]



On the 16" January they were withdrawn from the line to billets in DICKEBUSCH, a cycle that
repeated itself until early February where, following reports of a German breakthrough
elsewhere in the sectorthey were moved to be in a position to respond if required. As the reports
turned out to be unfounded they moved back to DICKEBUSCH omPRebruary and the cycle of
in/out of the trenches, followed by billeting, continued againwith the list of casualties climbing
ever upward.

The 1st March saw a brief move to trenches near St ELOI where they repeated the same cycle of
trench movement but with the added fact of taking a greater number of casualties per day. After
three weeks of a continuous unbroken period in the trenches the Battalion was pulled back to
2%.)."'" (%, 34 xEAOA OE AGdmpani arifls, rugkdt®,AbBrdbAaAd gEehade
OE Ol xahid fg &nough away from danger that Generals Plumer and Smiforien could
undertake an inspection.

By the 6" April 1915, by means of a route marchthe Battalion arrived in the Belgian town of
YPRES where they obtained billets when not in the trenches nearby. Although they sustained
casualties almost daily they were not as great as those near St Eloi. Ot 2pril they proceeded
under orders to BELLEWAARDE WOOD for the first time.

The GecondBattle of YpresS[2 Ypres], for control of the strategic Flemish town of Ypres,
commenced at 4.00pm on 22 April 1915 with a heavy bombardment launched by the Germans.
Sixty minutes later history was made when 168 tons of chlorine gas was released over a four mile
front. The gas affected the lungs and eyes, causing respiratory problems and blindness. Being
denser than air it flowed downwards on release and the French troops in the immediate front of
the encroaching gas cloud abandoned theirgsitions en masse and fled leaving a massive 4000
yard gap in the allied line which the # Canadian Divisiond attempted to seal.

20i 1 6006 1T &# PIiEOTT CAO EAA ODPOAAA AEOGAO ' AOi Al

large tanks of chlorine had been brought up to the front and all that was needed was a favourable
wind to carry it towards the Allied lines. Although it had been usedn the Eastern Frontthe
General Staff were reluctant to believe that the Germans would dare use it in the West in clear
breach of the Hague Conventions of 1907 which specifically forbade its use. They were proved
wrong.

Some four hours later at 80pm GHQ got wind of an imminent attack in their vicinity and two

Companies of theBattalion were quicklymovedO1T OEA ' (1 1T ETA AO 0/ 4) *:

more than strong points 500 yards apart, strung together in a line with a belt of barbed wire as
protection.

On the 24 April 1915 the Germans released further quantities of gas on a 4 mile or so front near
Hooge. Initially the defending British troops held the line in defiance but were soon forced into a
retreat north and south of their position and despite repeated courdr-attacks were forced to
retreat a half mile or so northwards.

Over the next three days 2 KSLI undertook offensive operations in an around POTIJZE,
ZONNEBEKE, and in BELLEWAARDE WOOD where they managed to consolidate their positions
and re-take some of the trenches initially lost to the Germans, but at a very high peiin terms of
casualties. They remained in the area for the first ten days or so where they had to contend with
heavy shelling with HE and gas, as well as rifle fire.

[10]
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On the 100 May the Battalion commenced operations in
RAILWAY WOOD before moving to bivouacs in VLAMERTINGH
and then onwards to trenches in BELLEWAARDE LAKE t"May Medals:

gave them a few days respite at bivouacs in BUSSEBOOM whe IE: ;?iii::\fv ::T\‘;e "
they remained until 24" May when orders were received in the The Victory Medal
early hours to move on account of 28 Division and the right flank
of 4 Division being under a sustained gas attack. At 4.30pm th
Battalion was ordered to retake the trenches lost in the vicinity
of BELLEWAARDE LAKE [which had beéhl T 008 AU ¢y $EOEOEIRbuersi i1 OET C
railway taking up positions in and to the rear of GHQ lines.

OnTuesday25th May 1915, at about 1.00am, the Battalion was ordered to advance and assault

the enemy trenches in the vicinity of BELLEWAARDE FARM. Unfortunately the attack was a

failure and theBattalion had to entrench itself in a line along the road west of WHITTPORT FARM.
SecondLieutenant Charles Stewargd2d " AOOAT ET T h 4EA +ET C380 was3EOT POE
killed in the ensuing®attle of Bellewaarde Ridgé&along with another officer. he was 20 years old

Seven further officers sustained seriousnjury along with one hundred and ninety two Other

2ATEO ¢/ 2860Y xEI xAOA 1 EOOAA AO AEOGEAO EEI 1T AAn
Battalion was relieved and returned to bivouacs at Busseboom.

Charles body was never recovered and with no known
grave he is forever remembered on the Ypres, (Menin
Gate) Memorial, in present day leper, Belgium.

AEA OOAOOOI OU OAI ACOAI OAAAEOAA
days after these events did not give any information as to

OEA AEOAOQI OOAT AAO 1T £ BEBMMe O1 180
1915 his elder sister Hannah wrote to the Secretary of

State for War, on the customary blacledged stationery of

the time, enquiring as to whether he had any further

AAOGAETI O OACAOAET C Evd@anAldIdOEA OB O
Kitchener for his kind message of sympathg 4 EA OABI U £O0T 1 OBAune EI EOQAC
p w p hegsdo iform her that no further details have yet been received concerning the death of her

brother 2nd Lieutenant C. Stewara 8

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

It is not known as to whether the family ever received any
satisfactory reply to their enquiries.

On 17 September 1915 the War Office received a letter§
from Henry Steward advising them that he would be settling
EEO OI 160 AZEZAEOO DPAOOI T AI

4EA +ETC8O j3EOI POEEOA |, ECE
in the 3d Battalion, The Rifles.

1. Contemporaries from his time at Wellington at the time of the 1911 census and who dieid the
War can be found in Appendix 1.
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2. The first time a former British colonial force, 1st Canadian Division, defeated a major European
power; i.e. that of Imperial Germany, on European soilinthe Batdé £ 308 * 01 EAT AT A 1 A&
Wood, both engagementsvithin 2 Ypres.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAq 301 eEiAg:-ISELdERNt ERailes STEWARD
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Second Lieutenant Ronald Walker AYNSLEY

/50" AOOAT EiTh 4EA 0OEIT
Staffordshire Regiment)

AA 1

Ronald Walker Aynsley was born at The Elms, Weston Coyney, Staffordshire onhugust

1895 to John Gerrard Aynsley and Annie Aynsley [née Walketfhie youngest of six children.

(EO AEAOGEAO0CB80O T AAOPAOGETT xAO OEi xi AO A AEET A AT A
affluent to be able to maintain a small household staff.

After a brief education at Wellington College during which time he served

in the Officers Training Corp [OTC] he left on 20December 1913. A few

weeks later he applied for a commission as a Territorial Officer with the

150" AOOAT ET T h 4EA OOETAA T &£ 7A1 AG80 | .
approaching John Dobson, VieBrincipal of Wellington and Officer
Commanding, OTC for a certificate of good moral character.

A month later on 5" March 1914 he was duly commissioned into the

2ACEIl AbrCEat@lion AO A OOAAIT OAOT ,uxd&t@king O! 8 #1
" his duties at their base in Hanley. Following mobilisation in August 1914

& L& Ronald moved with his Battalion down to
the Luton area and by the end of November was in Bishops

Stortford awaiting orders for embarkation. Here in the winter of Birth: 10 August 1895
1914-15 time was spent on company drills, musketry, kit Death: 15 June 1915
inspections, field firing and nighttime entrenching in readiness Educ: Wellington College .

for what lay ahead. The war was not allowed to encroach on the
sporting prowess of the Battalion and they won the final of the
Stuart-Wortley Football Cup and made the finals of the Divisional
boxing competition.

(AECEOYd uvd ppod

On IstMarch 1915 theBattalion entrained for Southampton at Audley End station and on reaching
their destination embarked on the troop ships in two waves where they rassembled at Le Havre
on 5h March. A combination of route marches and train journeys brought them to SAILLY where
they were either in billets or bivouacs but still under orders to move to the front & short notice.

For the remainder of the month the Battalion was constantly moving between OUTTERSTEENE
and ARMENTIERES where they had been inspected by Field

Marshal Sir John French and attended a church paradedéy the
Lord Bishop of London.

Medals:
On 3%tMarch they had arrived in BAILLUEL and the following day The 1914-15 Star

. . . . . The British War Medal
the Battalion entered the line for the first time occupying trenches The Victory Medal
at NEUVE EGLISE where they were subject to constant shellin
and sniper fire. It was here they took their first casualties. Over
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the ensuing weeks their time was split between the trenches, with the constant shelling and
sniper fire, or at the rest camp behind the lines.

OnTuesdayl5th June 1915 Secondlieutenant Ronald Walker Aynsleyl/5 th Battalion, The Prince
i E 7TALAGBO | .1 OOE 3 0OAEEDR ClshalyECRAing2ShE Balkud,d AEAA
Where he had been evacuated as a result of serious wounds received. He dgears of age. No
- B 4 details of his injuries survive but from the
ongoing activity of the Battalion at the time this
is likely to be as a result of sniper fire, artillery

m i ‘ bombardment or a low level skirmish. He lies

. e e S 8ad . buried within Bailleul Communal Cemetery
1l 3 > .

,f- e[ G G Extension, Nord, France.

il

, ATAA #1 ODP1 OAI &OATE 2AAA]
O O1 -OMEGREAND drdording to his daughter

[Elsie Reade] was calling for him as he lay dying.

After the war L/Cpl Reade was able to visit the

Aynsley family and offer them some

words of comfort in their loss.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

In 1925 athreel ECEO OOAET AA CI AOO xET ATl x xAO ET OOAI 1T AA
30T EA /1T 40ATOnh AO OEA AARAEAOGO T &£ 211TA1T A0 11 OE,
unknown Saint with the figure of a soldier kneeling in prayer depicted at the lower left corner of

the right-hand light. Underneath the window is a brass plague otaining the following

ET OA OB OduiiRbrgld \Walker Aynsley™8North Staffs Regt. Died of Wounds in France, June

15 1915 Aged 19 Years. This windowabtet placed by Annie Aynsley of Blurton House.

4EA OOETAA T &£ 7A1 AGS6O j .1 O0OE 30AEEI OdfpatibOA 2ACE
Mercian Regiment.

1. A soldier-servant (or batman) is a soldier assigned to a commissioned officer as a personal servant.

"AEI OA OEA AAOGAT O 1T &£ 11 01 OEOGAA OOAT OPT OOh AT 1 EA
OAEDOOASG OEAO AAOOEAA OEBAODEBEE DPAAEI & AEQEI BEBCIH |
name.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAd 301 eEthgo:-ISELi€tEedant Ahdld Walkeés AYNSLEY

[14]


https://www.cwgc.org/stories/stories/second-lieutenant-ronald-walker-aynsley-5th-bn-north-staffordshire-regt/

First Lieutenant Edward Watkin COLVER

455t (West Riding) Field Company, Corps of Royal
Engineers, [1st (West Riding) Field Company, 29
Division]

dward Watkin Colver was the youngest son of Robert Colver, J.P. and Elizabeth Pearson

Colver [née Dransfield] and was born in Ecclesall Bierlow, Sheffield, Yorkshire onn22

October 1891. He had ten siblings, two of whom died at a fairly

early age. His father, a Master Cutler, ran a w&dhown Sheffield

steel firm [Jonas & Colver Ltd] with his partner Joseph Jonas and

was affluent enough to employ a large domestic staff.

AxAOAh 10 O4AA6 AO EA xAés ETT x1
educated at St Anal f 6§60 DOADPAOAOI OU OAET T I
College. After leaving school he worked as a clerk, most likely in

EEO ZAOEA0O80 AQOOET AOOh AT A OITE

up a commission in the 458

(West Riding) Field Company, Birth: 22 October 1891
Corps of Royal Engineers, Death: 28 June 1915
WhIC'h _ was  part of the Educ: St. An®l | 6 Oh
Territorial Force. Bakewell ;

Wellington College .
In early 1915 the War Office formed three more regular
Divisions made up from the last units recalled from overseas.
As all the regular Field Companies had been allocated,

arrangements were made for nine Territorial Field Companies

[of which the 455t was one] to fill the places in the three new Divisions. Consequently the 455
found itself allocated to 29 Division as 1st (West Riding) Field Company.

By February Ted was with his unit in Kineton, Warwickshire. An extract of an undated lettehe
wrote to his eldest sister Charlotte, known as Lottie or Tots in
the family, [1879-1971] gives a flavour of life at the time.

Dear Lottie,

Can you do me a favour and try and get me a Map Case somewhere

ET 41 x1 1TEEA OEA AT Al T OAA OEAOAE8 ) O
Leather outside and the maps show when open just like a music case.
'l o1 AAT UT O CAO 1T A mOiIi "é&sodi OCEO A

active service medicines. | believe they are making up small sets of
OOAEDOI OEET GCO OOAE AO 6AC , AGAOEOAON
Morphia Tablets (in case of wounds) Quinine and Formamints etc.
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We like this place immensely as it is in the heart of the Warwickshire hunting district and as we
have been favoured with lovely weather we have been able to go several long Route Marches round
by Edge Hill. We are very busy equipping and hope to be readsirly next week, when we expect
the King will inspect us somewhere near Stratford.

I will let you know when so that if you like you can come over and see us then. We are going to
have dinner with Lady Willoughby de Broke this evening and on Saturday with the M.F.H. of the
Warwickshire Hunt.

I must end now with love to Joe and the kiddies.
Ever your loving Brother,

Ted

His sister obtained the mapcase and medicine chest for him and so Ted wrote to offer his thanks.

My dear Tots,

Please excuse my not having written before to thank you for getting me the map case and medicine
chest which are exactly what | wanted, but | hope | shall have no occasion to use the latter.

We have had a very busy week equipping and | spent all my spare time with Evelyn Stratford.
51 £ 0OOO0T AGAT U 1T 60 AAO AOTEA AT x1 11 301 AAU AT A xA
as much of the country as they should have liked.

On Wednesday we went on a long Route March with all our new vehicles and Margery got some

very good photos of us. Tomorrow we are going out all day and shall have a sandwich lunch in Mr

+ ET Q@OE Ajd Xparkd M Bdbtt, Monica and Nell are staying there the weekend and will be

OAEET ¢ PEI OI O T &£ 00 ET All 100 PAOAPEAOT Al EA 1T &£ x
4EOOOCAAU | OAE O1 AOAOUT1TA80O AEOADD#étEelfoeivdmoee AOO x A
I £Fh AT A xA AT TwillGe a& $eleral okitie RégimériisAvlich have come from India

AOA AT x1 xEOE O&l 068

I hope Joe brings out something good in the trench periscope, we have one here which is quite good

and very simple but it might be improved by having the frame made telescopic like camera tripod

1 AcCO8 4xi1 1T EOOT OO0 AAT OO ¢ owere madé of Nichdl SilkeOlike@AmaA EC AT T
pocket mirror | have, it would be a great improvement as the great trouble is that the mirrors get

so easily broken, and are very hard to replacé&Small diagram of periscope in righhand margin

If he brings out a good one tell him | will send him an order immediately. We are having simply
glorious weather just now and yesterday | took my Section Cyclists out map reading and had a
most enjoyable and instructive ride round Edgehill and a Windmillrbm which Oliver Cromwell
watched the battle from.

Y11l 1AO uid EiTTx EAZ OEA )1 OPAAOEI T h xEAT EO AT A
could come up and see R.

With love to the children

| remain your loving brother
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Ted

The final letter in the collection, written whilst Ted
was still in England, was dated 28 February 1915.

My dear Tots,

| am so sorry to hear from home that Pamela has been so very ill and do so hope that the dear little

girl is now well on to recovery. | hope Antony is keeping fit and well and being very good and that

Joe is finding trade a bit better.

7A AOA OOEI 1T OAOU AOOU OOAETEI ¢ AT A ANOEDBDEI ¢ AT,
keeping the Infantry back to get properly acclimatised as the last lot of troops from India went

across to France too soon and suffered badly from Malaria and i

Yesterday afternoon just as we were finishing work the hounds came near the village so the Major,

Eric, Bertie and | had our horses saddled and went off for an enjoyable afternoons hunting which

we hope to be able to repeat again in the near future. The gale round here are awfully nice and

we get scores of invitations to dinner and tea but as we are doing a lot of night digging and

marching we have to refuse most of them.

7A xAOA 10606 11 A 021 AA 2APT 0066 - AOAE OEA 1T O0EAO AA
much handier and more inconspicuous than the one | had before. Hugh wants to know where it

came from as he says he must order one. Hugh and | always compete awslio is the more up to
date in equipment etc. He has got a Medicine Box exactly like the one you sent me.

| am so pleased to hear from Mother that Papas showing marked signs of improvement and hope
it will continue.

I must end now as | have to go and inspect the Guard before going to bed so love to all and hoping
to hear that Pamela is quite well again.

| remain, Your loving Brother

Ted

Not long after this letter was written Ted left Avonmouth in March 1915 and went via Malta to
Alexandria. On T April they began to reembark for the move to Mudros, the deep water harbour
at the island of Imbros that was going to be used as a forward operating base [FOB] for what later
turned out to be the illfated campaign at Gallipoli.

>\
—_

on25"! POEI pwpuv 4AA OITE DPAOO ET OEA 1 OECET AL 1
OAOI AA O6¢c¢ A A ASAdl Bahrednibdy, S€dAUl Batk)OAn account of what happened

on that day, of which this is an extractis set out in a despatch written by ViceAdmiral John de
Robeck,(commanding the fleet operations at Gallipo)i, to theSecretary of the Admiralty. It dealt

with the landings and early operations on Gallipoli from a naval perspective.
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Sir, | have the honour to forward herewith an account of the operations carried out on the 2&nd
26t April 1915, during which period the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force was landed and
firmly established in the Gallipoli peninsula. The landing commenced at 4.20 a.m. on25

Landing at "V" Beach

This beach, it was anticipated, would be the most difficult to capture; it possessed all the
advantages for defence which "W" beach had, and in addition the flanks were strongly guarded by
the old castle and village of Seddul Bahr on the east and perpendlir cliffs on the west; the whole
foreshore was covered with barbed wire entanglements which extended in places under the sea.
The position formed a natural amphitheatre with the beach as stage. The first landing here, as at
all other places, was made itoats, but the experiment was tried of landing the remainder of the
covering force by means of a collier, the "River Clyde."

This steamer had been specially prepared for the occasion under the directions of Commander
Edward Unwin; large ports had been cut in her sides and gangways built whereby the troops could
reach the lighters which were to form a bridge on to the beach. "Weach was subjected to a heavy
bombardment similarly to "W" beach, with the same result, i.e., when the first trip attempted to
land they were met with a murderous fire from rifle, pompom and machine gun, which was not
opened till the boats had cast offrbm the steamboats. A landing on the flanks here was impossible
and practically all the first trip were either killed or wounded, a few managing to find some slight
shelter under a bank on the beach; in several boats all were either killed or wounded; obeat
entirely disappeared, and in another there were only two survivors.

Immediately after the boats had reached the beach the "River Clyde" was run ashore under a heavy
fire rather towards the eastern end of the beach, where she could form a convenient breakwater
during future landing of stores, etc. As the "River Clyde" gumded, the lighters which were to form
the bridge to the shore were run out ahead of the collier, but unfortunately they failed to reach
their proper stations and a gap was left between two lighters over which it was impossible for men
to cross; some atterpted to land by jumping from the lighter which was in position into the sea
and wading ashore; this method proved too costly, the lighter being soon heaped with dead and
the disembarkation was ordered to cease. The troops in the "River Clyde" were protedtérom
rifle and machine-gun fire and were in comparative safety. Commander Unwin, seeing how things
were going, left the "River Clyde" and, standing up to his waist in water under a very heavy fire,
got the lighters into position.

The bridge to the shore, though now passable, could not be used by the troops, anyone appearing
iIT EO AAET ¢ ET OOAT O1I U OET O Al xih AT A OEA I Al
a.m. "Albion" sent in launch and pinnace manned by volurge crews to assist in completing bridge,
which did not quite reach beach; these boats, however, could not be got into position until dark
owing to heavy fire. It had already been decided not to continue to disembark on "V" Beach, and all
other troops intended for this beach were diverted to "W". The position remained unchanged on

c6e AAAAE OEOI OCEI 66 OEA AAun 1T AT T A& xAO AT A OEA

utmost to keep down the fire directed on the men under partial shelter on the beach. Bug this
period many heroic deeds were performed in rescuing wounded men in the water.

During the night of the 28"-26t the troops in "River Clyde" were able to disembark under cover of
darkness and obtain some shelter on the beach and in the village of Seddul Bahr, for possession of
which now commenced a most stubborn fight. The fight continued, supported ably by gunfinem
H.M.S. "Albion," until 1.24 p.m., when our troops had gained a position from which they assaulted
hill 141, which dominated the situation. "Albion" then ceased fire, and the hill, with old fort on top,
was most gallanty stormed by the troops, led by LieutenaniColonel C. H. H. Doughiwylie,
General Staff, who fell as the position was won. The taking of this hill effectively cleared the enemy

[18]
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from the neighbourhood of the "V" Beach, which could now be used for the disembarkation of the
allied armies. The capture of this beach called for a display of the utmost gallantry and
perseverance from the officers and men of both servicethat they successfully accomplished their
task bordered on the miraculous.

J. M. DE ROBECK, VieAdmiral.

I #ADPOAET ' OU .EGCEOET GCAI A xEI xAO TItMay@B% O2EOAO

The water was shallower than they thought and the Clyde was stuck about 80 yards out. None of

66 AAI 6 EOh OEAOA xAO 11 EAO8 ' O OEA AAAAEAA ¢ #I1
"Tows" came up on the port side and were met with terrific fle and machine gun fire. They were

literally slaughtered like rats in a trap. Many men sank owing to the weight of their equipment and

xAOA AOT xT AA8 4EA AAOTAGCA 11T o060 "AAAE xAO AEEIIE
tinted crimson from their blood. After being set adrift by their steam pinnaces, the boats had to

row the last few hundred yards to the shore. The Turks waited until the men tossed their oars and

were within 20 yards of the shore and swept them with fire.

For his gallant actions on that day First.ieutenant Edward Colver was subsequently recognised
xEOE A O-ATOETT ET $AOPAOAEAOGGS

ongh- AU 4AA xOI OA Gbmekher®in k&0 ACE OFDICI EEO AAAT O1 O
events of the day in question.

My dear Lottie and Joe,

Very glad to hear that both you and the children are fit and well again and that a change will do
you all good. As you most probably know we have now been fighting for two weeks, having landed
on Sunday April 25/15, and we did have a time of it. The noisad smell from the naval guns, which
were quite close into the shore, was appalling and everyone of us had a headache riduwt we have
grown quite used to the racket and even go to sleep with guns firing quite close.

It is fearfully hot here during the day, but bitterly cold at nights and for the first few days on land

xA AEAT 80 1 ATAGCA O CcAO i OAE O1I AAph AOO 11T x xA E
ourselves more comfy in dugouts. We are at present road makiog the sides of a deep ravine and

have built ourselves a grand home in the cliff side, sheltered from the flying shells and bullets.

7R3 0A AT OGAOAA EO xEOE DPET A AOAT AEAO OI CEOA 0O OE
We have been doing our cooking in our mess tins over our ordinary wood fire, but expect my

ODOEI 608 OP O1 AAUs 7A AOA OAOU xAl1l EAA ET AAAAR
Breakfast consists of tea, sugared, without milk, bacon and biscuits fyehard but jolly good).

Dinner; tea again, Bully, biscuit, cheese. Tea; Bully biscuit, jam, tea. Rum, lime juice and cigs are

DOl OEAAA TTAA A xAAE8s 31 Ui O AAT OAA xA AT180 Al

to get bread issued in a day amwo. Of course we supplement it with a little chocolate but our supply

is running very short indeed. We allow ourselves one 1d bar of Mexican per officer per day. But

look forward to being able to increase the ration when our supplies arrive from England.
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We are hoping that some will arrive in the mail of which part was delivered today. We had a great
luxury the other day in a piece of cake which we bought while in Alexandria a month ago and which
we found in our mess basket the other day. It tasted none ¢hworse for being stale. How | should
just love a mouthful of Moscar Bun.

7A CAO AAOT 1 OOAT U OEOAA T &£ ¢#8Y AT A EAAOEIT ¢ AAOI B
patrolling somewhere near. German tanks occasionally come over and drop bombs on the shore

but are quickly driven off by our machines. We saw quite an exciting cba the other morning, but

Ol £1 0601 AGAT U 1 60 "EPI ATAO xAOA 116 NOEOA EAOGO Al

7A60A CciI O 1T OO ET OOAO xEOE OO AOO Ai160 CcAO i OAE A
beautifully fine, only had one wet night and it just happened that we had to go into the trenches

and had no greatcoats with us so got the full benefit of getth 01T AEAA OEOI 68 AT A OEOO
£l O OAOGAOAT EIT 6006h AOGO AOTTEI U ATT O6CE EO AT AO1 80

yl OEA T ATAET C ) Ol EPPAA 1T £& OEA CAT CxAU AT A EAII
sun and last night tripped up when marching down this nullah and fell into a pool but fortunately

had plenty of blankets etc, in the dugout so was able sleep in comfort and found my clothes dry

OEEO (1 O0TEIC xEAT ) xAl OAA OiF CAO ObP8 )00 OEA [&E
without my boots and breeches on. We allow ourselves one wash a day if it is procurable and as
we are near the sa can occasionally get a bathe, but as our valises with spare underclothing has
CiTA AOOOAU xA EAOAT 30 i AT ACAA A AEAT CA ET OEAO K
Well, I must really end now so heaps of love to you all and hoping the children are keeping fit and

good.

| remain, Your loving brother

Ted

A typewritten letter to his mother dated 14h May 1915 brings her up to date with the less
unsavoury aspects of life out there.

My dear Mother,

Very many thanks for your letter of the 22nd, which arrived this morning together with Land and
Water. Very pleased to hear that Papa is still improving and getting out now the weather is
improving. You would like the weather here, it is lovely and fine eary day, if a little too hot during
the middle of the day for working. It has now turned warmer at night and as we have our new
blankets with us and the Atrtillery fire is not so near it is quieter, we manage to sleep very well in
our dugouts.

7A60A Obp AOAOU 1 TOTEIC xEOE OEA OO1T ATl AsupphypO OAOU
We are still feeding on Bully beef and biscuit but as they now issue us with dried veg: we have the

lot made into a very excellent stew with the aid of an Oxo be. We are looking forward to parcels
of eatables from England by the next mail which should arrive any day now.

Very pleased to hear about Minnie Colver and hope both Mother and child are doing well. We have
all written to Winnie Britain. Glad to hear that Lottie and the Children are all fit and well again. Tell
Antony | will send him a Turkish bayonet sometime.
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The Turks amuse themselves every morning by shelling the road on which we are working for
about an hour, but as the whole place is just a huge human rabbit warren we drop into a
neighbouring trench and watch the fireworks until it is over and then proceedvith our work again.

The papers and illustrateds which are sent out to us are very acceptable indeed as it gives us
something to read in the middle of the day when we are resting and also lets us know even if a little
late what is happening in France.

.I'x OEAO OEET CO EAOA ¢i O EAEOI U xAll CIEITC¢ xA EAC
which contains the official news from England and France, but what is lacking in news etc is amply
made up for by rumours and wonderful ones they are too; \BE OEA OAOOI &6 OEAO xA £

anything unless we see it in writing from a reliable source.

y TAO O T A T &£ 411 70ACc8O AT PATU OEA T OEAO AAUN
their base party.

As | must go and do some more work, | will end with love to all,
Your loving son

Ted

On 17 May 1915 Ted penned a letter to his sisters Gwladys and Margery.

Very many thanks for your two letters which arrived here today. As they send the letters up as they
are sorted, we get bits of mail nearly every day. | got a letter from Mother about four days ago, and
one from Evelyn yesterday, and | hear that there ardill more letters to come and we hope parcels

as we are now quite out of chocolate and other luxuries. Evelyn says she sent me some bhiscuits and
with your chocolate we should be well off for a few days.

We are still having glorious weather and are enjoying ourselves as well as can be expected under

war conditions. We are all quite used to the noise of the guns and are getting quite expert at

knowing whether the shell is coming our way and if it is time telip into the nearest dugout. We

EAOA EAA A OAOGO O1 AAUh OEA EEOOO DPOI PAO T1TA OETAA
yesterday, we indulged in the luxury of a bath (the™®2in 3% weeks) and a change of underclothing

i Al 01 OEA EEOOO OET AA xA8OA AAAT AOGEIT OAgqh o1 AIi
know when we shall get another chance.

4AEAOABO OAAT T U OAOU 1 EOOI A O OAI1l Ui Oh AO AT UOEE
are still keeping very fit except for Eric, who has had to go to Alexandria into hospital. We are

wondering if Simpson will have left England with his étachment to join us.

| wish | could paint, with all the different troops and uniforms amid the beautiful scenery. The

orchards and fields and blue sea beyond and the towering mountains of Asia and the islands

showing above the horizon are a wonderful setting for the drama of ¥O8 ) 06 O OAOQOEAO AF
should think, to the mud and dirt of Flanders, but the fighting is none the less severe here though

E n6tiiing like as hot as it was at first.

Glad to hear that the GiHGuides are flourishing. Shall | send them a War souvenir as a mascot?

Give my love to all at home and remember me to everyone in Sheffield.
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With love
| remain
your loving brother

Ted

4AA80 AEOEAT A AT A AOT OE(BdheriofAatlyA) Avibte ToEHRrAECAIVEr, 3 AAT Al
4AA8 O AOI OEA O)wAd whs s@&ling inA@ncé af the time giving expression to his
views on life in Turkey.

We have come to the conclusion that life out here is infinitely preferable to life in France. | am

sitting in a palatial dugout on a Turks carpet in Khaki drill shorts, bare knees, and puttees and a

OEET OEEOO AT A OEAOGJ O akddelightfit deadbreérdd andEnOnd€didl Gk EE Ah A
The aerodrome is quite near, so we see a sort of model Hendon all day.

| have sent home copies of our official Rag, which E. will show you when you see her, it is rather
amusing. | am sorry to hear of our political troubles at home, but think the arrangement will be
better.

Your Pater is wonderful. | am glad to hear that he is out again. | have just been riding round our
area and ran across Ted standing in a deep gully, having an animated confab, with a
Worcestershires sub: Ted had a couple of biscuits enclosing a slab of cblate, in one hand and
was munching as usual! His parties were working nearby on a culvert and road improvements, |
happened to be near a battery just before, over which 6 shrapnel burst, but all | got was a few
whizzing fuses, the brass cap that is, whicburied themselves in the ground nearly.

Another of our boys was slightly wounded today, he was working on the road where myys were,

AT A A OOOAU AOI 1 AO AAOCEO EEO OEI 01l AAO AT 1T An 4AAG
We have made a great improvement in this place in a month. Now we have good roads and cross

roads and paths and wells everywhere. Sign boards and direction boards and hoitseughs. All

fords and gullies are bridged. Steps made of ammunition boxes are madewn all steep cliffs

leading to the beaches. We have made cliff and hill roads and maioads for motors. It looks odd

to see Triumph motor bikes ripping past our bivouac at all times of the day; in the Gallipoli

Peninsular.

We are going to have another service tomorrow morning.

23.5.15 Just had above service, very touching, all the fellows sang well and the service does a lot

of good, | think. Had a bathe today in lovely clear water, but there is a submarine out in the bay, so

) xAO A@PAAOGEI ¢ A OOOAU OimBHthe/GCermaE®@ub iand lahdfbn dure T OO 4
shore. A lovely rockcoast, neone about; big ships firing like the d | somewhere about 10 miles

up the coast, where the Australians are, but that did not affect me.

| had a small adventure last night, prospecting for a road for armoured Rolls Royces. | had to go up
to the Sikhs trenches to prospect, and just as | got up to the front trenches, after walking for about
¥% hour and riding %2 hour, the Indians crept out overtheir parapet and disappeared towards the
Turks trenches 40 yards away, fire was promptly opened from the latter trenches and | had a fairly
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lively ¥2 hour dodging stray bullets, until | got back to safety. This sort of thing occurs frequently,
at first it was uncanny, now | am used to it.

24.5.15 Have just had 5 hours sleep in the last 48; am half dead. Was working on a mountain road
1 AOGO TECEO xEOE AAIT OO0 ¢ .8#8/ 880 AT A uvn )1 £A1T 60US
in the dark. Another mail in today. Will wait for it before | clse.

, AOAON 4EAU x1180 CEOA OO 100 i AEI O1 OEI OIi1T 00T x
behind and one in front of our dugout 6 yds away. Both Doddy and | covered with bits, What a life!
Still merry and bright. The shells had steel caps, brassust have given out, | suppose.

Our daily routine here is:
Reveille. 5am. Breakfast 5.30 am. Bacon. Biscuits. Tea and Jam.
Works Parade 6.30am Roads. Wells. Boring (?). Barbed wire entanglements.

Dinner. 12 noon Bully stew with dried potatoes and veg: added. Biscuits, Tea and Plum and Apple

jam. 2.0 works to 6. Tea 6pm. Bed 7-30 No lights. A rumour of bread and fresh meat and
OACAOAAT AO EO OOITTEI ¢ O1 O1T As8 20i EO EOOOAA AO OEA
tobacco 2 oz per man per week or cigarettes; also sometimes lisgce in lieu of rum; and

marmalade in lieu of jam. Such is life on the Gallipoli P.

Have just returned from my afternoon circuit and a shell dug a hole in the road within a minute of
iU OEAET ¢ AixT DAOO 1060 EI-DOAEBBAOR O ) EAOA EAA

Ted wrote again to his mother on 8 June 1915.

My dear Mother,

Very many thanks for your letters and newspapers. | am sorry | have not answered them before
but we have been exceptionally busy lately and | have only managed to write to Evelyn today for
the first time for a week. For nearly a fortnight until Wednesdayuhe 39, | had been making an
important trench up a nullah® nearly a mile long. | had working parties of 75 men from 4am till
8am and as | was absolutely responsible for the proper construction and drainage of it, | had to
spend a good many hours on the wtis. We finished on Wednesday evening and were ordered to
move to a hew bivouac where Hugh and his sectiamere, as important work in connection with an
intended attack wanted doing.

On Thursday morning at 630am we moved off and | met Hugh and Bertie at about@m. After
discussing the work in hand Hugh and | went round the fire, support and reserve trenches which
took us till dinner time and at 230 we had to attend a meeting at BgglHqgtes, and got back about
6-30 and after making arrangements for the following day we had tea and then started to write
letters, but we were interrupted by an order from the Major to be ready to move during the night
into the trenches so as to move forwal when the attack commenced. We of course got no sleep
that night except for an hour | snatched whilst waiting for Wilfred to arrive with more detailed
orders.

7A T OAA AcCAET AO tAi ATA ¢ci 6 ETOI 1060 AEOOO DI Ol
then had to find the officers in command of the different working parties which was very difficult
in that labyrinth of trenches, especially as in the dark manhad got into their wrong places. The
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bombardment preceding the attack started about 11 till 12 and was a very violent one too. The

noise was terrific and everywhere both where the guns were and over the Turkish trenches was a

AT TOA T &£ OiTEA ATA AOOO8 ! O pificriiiegirA fromAnE TutksPA OOA A AT
trenches told us that the attack had begun and we moved slowly along communication trenches

until about 2-30, we reached our old firing line, where | set on a party digging a communication

trench to the first captured Turkish trench. | then went forward to the 2nd Turk trench where |

found our Infantry converting it into a trench for their own use; | found all my men had gone astray

but they turned up later and we were able to get on doing several important jobs. As a night

counter attack was expected we got no sleep again and | was so weary that | dropped off once when

standing talking to another officer.

After daylight next morning | got a couple of hours sleep and then on with the work again. All day

and it was most terribly hot and water was none too plentiful. In the evening Wilfred sent me up a

party of men to relieve some of mine and later Bertie caenup to relieve me, but as it was nearly

AAOE AU OEA OEI A ) EAA OEI x1 EEI xEAO ) xAO AT EI
section still at work | decided to stay on till next morning.

Il ATOO pp TB8ATTAE "AOOEA xAT O 1T £2& 01 OAA EI x OEAU
me to get a few hours sleep, and then about an hour later | was woken up by my Corporal, who

came to tell me poor Bertie had been wounded, at that moment tl&R.E. and Major Dodworth and

Hugh turned up and so off we dashed to find out what had happened, poor old Bertie was badly
wounded in the stomach and died about an hour later, the Major remaining with him till the end. |

went off in search of a Doctor buhad to return to the trenches to see that the work was going

properly.

31117 AEOGAO ) ci 6 AAAE OEA 1T OAAO OOOGAT A O AOI 06 «x
showing themselves in the sky a heavy fire opened on our trenches on the right. Then we saw men

moving across our front to the left and then heavy fire fronthat quarter. Then just as it was light

enough to make things out fairly clearly we saw that the Turks had collected in considerable

numbers behind some dead ground and bombed our men out of the trenches, then followed a few

exciting moments. The whole lie turned and ran except our bit of the line who by cheering and

waving wildly and doing a charge across the open succeeded in putting fresh courage into our

0011 PORh AT A OEAU OA&EI O AA AT A OAOGITE OEA WOAT AEAO
had they not returned. The Major says he saw me standing on top of the parapet waving my rifle

AT A AEAAOET ¢ 1T AAT U AT A OEAT Al AUET ¢ AxAu AO OEA .
what | did do.

We spent the rest of the day working hard, further strengthening our position and in the evening

7El Z£#OAA OAT O OPp A PAOOU O1T OAI EAOGA T A ATA 1TU 1Al

) xAO Oi AiTA 6D [ UOAI £ Oudndsobbediidilaughd Gybtérically, 7 E1 £O
7EIl £ CAOGA T A /@1 AT A "OAT AU AT A OO I A OI AAA AT/
better for the rest, but still very done so | rode slowly back to my old dugut and had a wash,
change and sedathe andpld OU 1T £ O1 AAp AT A 11 x AZOAO AT 1 OEAO A
feeling nearly alright again. Hugh was wounded in the arm whilst firing, but it is not anything

serious | believe. | saw him walking calmly down a field about 600 yards away during the hest

part of the fight holding his left arm to stop the bleeding. The C.R.E. was very seriously wounded

further up the line when leading a Bayonet charge and is not expected to recover as the bullet went

through his neck and touched his spine.

Our new Subaltern called Carter was injured by a beam falling in one of the trenches and striking
the base of his back, but it is hoped it has done no injury to his spine, but he has had to go to
Hospital, so now there is only the Major, Wilf and | left ahwe must thank God that he has brought
us through safely. We are hoping to be put on R.E. services of a less strenuous nature for a bit whilst
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xA AAT OAAOOAT CA OEA AT T PAT U8 |/ £ Al OOOA xA AOA Al
CAOO OAOEAO AAIT 1100 ET OEi Ah AEOAO OEQ xAAEO 1T E x
earlier on. We have received several parcels of good tlys from Evelyn (and?) Margery which have

been much appreciated by both Officers and men.

June 9th

Eric has unexpectedly turned up today from Alexandria looking very fit and well and quite

recovered from his operation and keen and ready for work. He has turned up at a very opportune

moment. We are moving our bivouac tomorrow and are going to join up witthe London Field

#1 1 DPATUR AO 100 #1iPATU EO 11 x O OI A1l OEAO xA A
%OEA AT A ) xA1T O £l O A OxEIi OEEO i1 OTEIC8 4EA - AEI
morning, but | am now quite recovered and ready to do my bit once more. The Turks still have a

very disconcerting habit of suddenly shelling anywhere and six shisl have just dropped in our
camp without any warning, and then off they went and shelled somewhere else.

7A OOEI 1T EAAO All O1 000 1T &£ xI11TAAO0OEDOI 006i 1060060 AO (¢
how much to believe as our Daily paper has not appeared for the last day or two as the Printing

Office is being enlarged or moved. | have sent Evelyn some pb®which | hope arrive safely. | am

going to try to get my films home as they will only get lost or spoilt out here. | am so glad to hear

that Papa is so much better and am looking forward to seeing him again. Have read all the accounts

in the papers of ou doings and they are very good indeed. There is a very good sketch in the

Y1l 1 OOOOAOGAA 301 AAU (AOAT Ah T £ -AU poeh IfeehdEA | Al
it gives a very good impression of what it was like landing.

Tell Margery that she must read Hilaire Belloc before sending it on to me as he is very good indeed
on the Dardanelles fighting and is quite right every time.

Well Mother I think | have told you everything so will end now. Let me know how Harry is getting
on, | am writing to him tonight.

Love to all
Your loving son
Ted

Please thank Margery for her letter and Gwladys for hers.

Later that day Ted also wrote to his brother Harry in Francén which he gavea more detailed
account of the attack on 28 April than he had so far given to his family. It is remarkable in that it
passed through the hands of the military censor without modification. The address given is
Gallipoli Peninsula, TURKEY.

Dear Old Sport,

Very many thanks for your long and interesting letter of May 11th. Sorry have not answered it
before but much too busy. Glad to hear that you and all your Battn. are fit and well and we all wish
OEAI OEA OAOU AAOGO 1 £ 1 OA Eto&apthai aker SixAdeks fightingveO AT AA S 8
have suffered pretty considerably and have lost poor old Bertie Johnson killed last Saturday night,
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Hughwounded next day, Cartea new man from Chatham to replace Eric who left about a month
ago with a rupture but returned today) injured at base of spine, and C.R.E. dangerously wounded
at same time as Hugh. All during a big Counter attack by the Turks after we had captured three
lines of their trenches on Friday.

| was up at the time doing R.E. work for the Hants and their bit of the line was the only bit to stand,
the remainder being driven out by the Turks. It was all very exciting| remember standing on top

of the parapet and yelling for them to come back antelp as the Turks having occupied their
trenches would not advance but tried to bomb us out of our bit, but we got an Enfilade fire down
the trenches and stopped the rot. The right of our line then charged across the open and cut off
some of the Turks, anaur retiring troops, seeing that, returned and retook the trenches.

4EA #8288 xAO EEO xEEI OO0 1 AAAET ¢ A "AUITAO AEAOC
know. There was only a Subaltern in charge of the Hants and he is being recommended for the

D.S.O. | believe. He certainly deserves it. He handled his meonderfully in a very awkward

position. Until Eric turned up this morning, there was only Wilf, Dodworth and myself to run the

Company and | was on the rest list suffering from over fatigue and nervous breakdown after the

trying experiences. We had been faudays working in the trenches without any sleep and finished

up with that Counter attack.

I am now at our Base, Bivouac, but unlike France, we can never get right away from the battlefield.

Only a few minutes ago six shells fell about 20 yards from my dwaut amongst our waggons and

last night a shell fuse came into it. But thank Heaven they Y& no very heavy guns and not over

i ATU &EAT A cOT O6nh 1T OEAOXxEOA xA OEI OI AT88060 AA 1T11¢C 1
wanders about as if on manoeuvres within %2 mile of the Turk trenches and risks the few shells

they lob over.

We are at present stuck at the bottom of Achi Babi as you will see from the papers, but we are

moving slowly forward and | expect will ultimately take it, but it has been very strongly fortified

and most of their guns are on rails and only come forward tshoot and then retire into the hill, and

so can only be put out of action by a lucky shot catching them when firing. Like you in France, we

suffer from lack of High Explosive, shrapnel doing very little good against the Turk trenches. We

captured any amour of German Officers the other day and several German men off the Goeben.

10 ) AopAAO Ui O EAOA Al OAAAU EAAOA AT A OAAAR xA 1.
OAOOEAT A 1T £ Ai1 OEA 1 AT AET ¢cOh OEAO 11 06686 "AAAE A
will always be memorable on account of running an old caélr, especially fitted with gangways on

either side, full of troops deliberately ashore. Amid a terrific bombardment from the entire French

AT A %l Ccl EOE &1 AAOR xA OOAAIT AA O1 1T x1 U Ol xAOAO OEA
#1 UAAG OAT OQEGETTGRATAMEN AOO OEA xAOAO xAO OOEIT O
from her and wading ashore. A steam hopper and a couple of lighters had been provided against

this, but one of the lighters swung out of position and made landing considerably modéficult for

the men who had to cross the hopper, two lighters and then a wooden gangway on to a projecting

reef of rock, during which they were subjected to a terrific fire from rifles, Maxims and pompoms.

In the face of this terrific fire two Companies of Munsters tried to land, but some were shot on the
gangway and falling into the sea were drowned, others were hit on reaching the hopper or the reef.
A few only survived and lay under a bank of sand abouffthigh which ran along the beach, and
which gave them some cover from the leaden storm. As it was seen that it would mean annihilation
to make further attempts in daylight, it was decided to postpone all further movement until dark.
Whilst this was goingon the Dublins had attempted to land in tows but met the same tempest of
fire and very few indeed ever succeeded in reaching the shelter of the shore. Gen Napier and his
staff were in one of those boats and were wiped out by a machine gun. It was an avdight to see
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those boats approaching the shore, man after man being struck down and when the boats did
finally reach the shore, often only under their own momentum, hardly a man was capable of
running ashore.

I'T OAAET ¢ OEAO OEA AOOAI POAA 1 AT AET ¢ EAA £ O OEA
OEA O10AAT %l EUAAAOES 1 PAT AA A A&KBEHE &ndtde TArkishA A OAT Al
trenches on the hills behind. It was a wonderful and awinsPE OET ¢ OECEO O OAA O, E
shells smashing into the fort only 200 yards away. The noise was terrific, but it was wonderful to

see the fort and village crumble before the fire from the battleships.

4EOI OCEI 60 OEA A1 OE@lashirdwith tBeamkn packds (kA €arditds befwleh
the decks, whilst the bullets rattled harmlessly against her side. During the morning howitzer fire
from the Asiatic shore was directed against the Collier but was kept under by the covering
warships in the Straits. Four big shells which fortunately did not explode, however, pierced her,
and two falling in the hold occupied by our men killed two and wounded six. After those shells had
struck us we felt like rats in a trap wondering when and where the nexwould come, but thank
heaven the Fleet did its part well and never gave that Battery another chance. As soon as it was
sufficiently dark a fresh attempt was made to disembark and almost the entire force was got ashore
before the Turks, suddenly alarmedopened a terrific fusillade which for a time stopped the
remaining troops, which included some Dublins and ourselves, from landing.

We however landed at daylight on Monday and were subjected to fire from snipers posted in the
forts and houses of the village. Many of the men jumped into the water from the last lighter and
struggled ashore by the reef, and though wet through were soonigd by the heat of the Eastern

sun. A further advance through the village was then tried but for a time was held up by a machine

cOi bpi AAAA ET T1TA T &£ OEA OI xAOO I £ OGEA AAOOI AR AO
fired straight over our heads at an object only a few yards from us, a truly unique experience. There
AAET Cc 11 EIiTAAEAOA OOA AI O OEA 28%880h xA EAITA 10

up through the village of Sedeel-Bahr which presents an amazing spectacle of bated masonry.
Huge Krupp guns were lying about the forts smashed to atoms and quantities of ammunition
strewn all over the place. During the advance through the village | was ordered to take up a position
with my men in one of the towers of the fort and wath for snipers with whom the village was
infested, and from that vantage point was able to watch the Hants do a fine bayonet charge up the
slopes of Hill 141.

That night we dug ourselves in above the village and were relieved by the French the next morning.
Ours was indeed a wonderful and | can safely say, unique baptism of fire as not only did we take
part in probably the greatest landing in history, but we wathed a naval bombardment of a fort by
some of our most powerful ships from a position barely 200 yards away from the target. Even then
our wonderful experience did not cease as it is not everyone who is lucky enough to see a British
bayonet charge take plae under his very eyes. It was a wonderful and inspiring and new¢o-be-
forgotten sight. It has often been said of the war in France that it is no longer spectacular, but that
cannot be said of the war out here, certainly not for the first few days.

Between that landing and the attack | described earlier in this letter, we have been busy doing R.E.
work, roadmaking, very necessary in this country; arranging water supply, for though water is
more plentiful than we expected it was, wants carefully consging and protecting. We have also
done a certain amount of barbed wiring and trench draining. As we are never out of range of the
Turkish guns and rarely work out of range of their rifle fire, we are continually losing men hit by
stray bullets or shrapnel
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We have now been continuously under fire for 6%2 weeks but
we are looking forward to quickly shifting the Turk from his

present position on the Achi Babi, which he boasts is Medals:
impregnable, but he said the same of the Peninsula agains Mentioned in Despatches
invasion.

The 1914-15 Star
The British War Medal

We have a wonderful assortment of troops out here, which The Victory Medal

certainly adds to the picturesqueness of the place. Gurkhas
Sikhs, Punjabis, Australians and New Zealanders, Frencl
troops in their highly coloured uniforms, Zouaves,
Senghalese and Algerians. The ustralians and New
Zealanders have done very well indeed, but with a little bit more discipline and a little less dash
they would be better still.

Well, old man, | expect | have bored you stiff by now with our doings so will end. Hope you pull
through the beastly war successfully and do great things with thet5Y. and L.

Remember me to all and give my love etc. to Mary when you write. | hear from Evelyn every week
but wish it could be more often.

Well, so long and good luck to you all in France,
Your loving brother,
Ted.

Send this letter home when you have read it, as it is a more detailed account of the landing than |
have sent them. The food here is pretty good but for the first three weeks we lived almost entirely
on Bully and Biscuit, but now we get bacon, jam, cheeapd bread. Also an old Greek has started a
Canteen on the beach where sardines, chocolates and fruit can be got at 100% prices.

One great luxury we have here, and that is sea bathing as we are never far from the sea and it is
very refreshing bathing in the Gulf of Saros. Eric and Wilf. wish to be remembered to all their
friends in the 57 Y. and L. especially Johnnie Archie and Alf. Carter.

Ted

On Monday 28 June 1915 at about 1.00pm Firstieutenant Edward Watkin Colver455th (West
Riding) Field Company, Corps of Royal Engineerssf{MWest Riding) Field Company, 29 Divisiop

was Killed in action near Krithia in the Dardanelles as a result ¢eing hit by shrapnel. He wag3
UAAOO T &£# ACA8 (EO EOEAT A AT A AOI OEAO 1T E£AEEARO
father the next day.

Dear Mr Colver,

It is with the very greatest sorrow that | write to tell you that poor Ted was killed in action by
shrapnel yesterday, about 1pm during a great advance by the 2®ivision.

By the time you receive this letter | trust and expect you will have had official news from the War
Office. | wish to convey to you and Mrs Colver and your family the heartfelt sympathy of the officers
and men of the ¥ West Riding Field Co R.E. in your great loss.
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Poor old Ted died an instantaneous death, being hit in the right shoulder and chest by shrapnel
which appears to have crossed inside the chest to the heart. At the time of his death, he was
following Major Fisher, O.C. Royal Fusiliers"?Battn to whom he was attached as advising R.E.
officer - he was in a small steep ravine running down towards the Aegean Sea, about half a mile
South of Krithia, and was completely shielded from all fire, but shrapnel bursts.

His two orderlies were both badly wounded by the same shell. | saw one of the orderlies Sapper

M.J.Howe (of Sheffield) at the R.A.M.C. Dressing Station, he was in great pain and could only tell me

that his officer was killed outright by shrapnel. Sergean€. Burnand, the N.C.O and the Sappers of

.18 ¢ 3AAOGEI 1T AOPAAEAI T U xEOE I A O A@POAOGO OEAE
well liked by every officer and man in the company and his loss is most keenly felt.

yI TAAEAOGAT U ) OAAREOAA A OAPI OO 1T £ 4AAGO AARAAOE )
some small things he carried on him, which are being sent home by the authorities. His kit and

valise etc will be collected and an inventory made, after which

Ordnance Department will despatch everything to you. | will

return all letters which may arrive from now onwards, when |

can do so, to the sender. Newspapers | will retain and

distribute to his old Section, and Parcels according to contents,

I will deal with as | think you would wish me toz Speaking

personally, | have lost one of my very best friends and am

quite unable to express my feelings on paper. | am absolutely
heartbroken and feel this great loss most awfully it is a very

bitter ending to along friendship z poor old Tedz he lived a

clean and honest life, always worked hard and did his best for
everybodyz (A AEAA A O1T1 AEAO6O AARAAOE OA

well, up to the last minute.

It was only a few days ago that the General in command of the Division, General de Lisle, expressed
his pleasure at the work Ted was doing, and seemed very much impressed with his personality.

The C.R.E. also spoke highly of him, the thorough and keen way in which he performed his work
and his general willingnessz the C.R.E. is very cut up at the loss the ®®Divisional R.E. has
sustained. Please excuse me if | have not expressed myself as | should. | do not like letter writing
and am sure you will forgive me.

)y DAOOITAITU EAI PAA O AOOU 4AA60O Ai Au OF AAU AAEOA
cross made and the grave is surrounded by a big barbed wire fence. The grave is in BRUCES
RAVINE, the next ravine South of the one in which he was hit, andates East.

| have written Mother and Evelyn, who will no doubt let you see their letters, as | may have given
them other details | have omitted in this letter. | must close now as Major Dodworth is away ill and
| still have much to do. Please write and ask me aboubygthing further you wish to know. | will
always do anything | possibly can to help yom

With renewed sympathy to you and all your family | remain

Yours very sincerely Wilfred.

Ted Colver is commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. The servicemen are
commemorated in this way when there is no known burial for the individual, or in circumstances
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where graves cannot be individually marked, or where the grave site has become inaccessible and
unmaintainable.

A Service of Remembrance was held in Sheffield Cathedral
on 9h October 1915 in memory of Lieutenant Edward
Colver and others from the area who had lost their lives at
that point in the War. He is also commemorated othe
memorial board at his old preparatory school, the Sheffield
Council Roll of Honour, the Ranmoor War Memorial and St
Johnthe Evangelist Church, Ranmoor Roll of Honour. Also
in the church can be found the huge stained glass memorial
xET ATl x EAAOOOET C giveh )y M1Oahd Mis. A ' E A/
R. Colver in memory of their two sons, Edward and Henry,
both killed in the waB 6

The Corps of Royal Engineers remains a key component
within the British Army today.

1. Family letters reproduced by kind permission of Dr Patricia Altham, MA, PhD, greaiece of Ted
Colver and the granddaughter of Charlotte (Lottie) Colver.

2. %OA1T UT - AOU 3AAT AT xAO 4AA #1711 OA0O6O £EEAT Ai Ah AT A
spinster until her death in Norfolk in 1984.

3. The much talked about inspection finally took place just before their departure for Gallipoli. The
memorial to the 29" Division, on the A45 at Strettoron-Dunsmore between Coventry and Rugby,
marks the spot where the troops were inspected by King George V.

4. Died 2d December 1916 aged 74 years.

5. Wilfred A Seaman finished the war as a Lieutenar@olonel being awarded a MC. Having survived
a gas attack he remained an invalid until his death in 1949 at the age of 58.

6. Anullahis an 'arm of the sea’, stream, or watercourse, a steep narrow valley.

7. The River Clyde was later rdloated and renamed, and was used as a cargo vessel by various
companies until finally scrapped in 1966.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAd 301 eEthkdgo:-IFiEt L@ EehaniEAWard AViatiin COLVER
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EVANSONJONES

I om Alec Edward Evansofdones was born in Chorlton, Lancashire on ©May 1896 to Dr

Second Lieutenant Tom Alec Edward

11t (Service) Battalion, The Manchester Regiment

Edwin EvansonrJones and Sarah Evansaiones [née Good]. He was one of six siblings, three
of whom died before reaching maturity. His father was a physician and surgeon who originally

hailed from Flintshire, North Wales.

After completing his education at Wellington College where he attained
the rank of Senior Sergeant in the OfficarTraining Corps [OTC] he left
in the summer of 1914 to study medicine at Manchester University, but
with the advent of war applied for a temporary commission on 1%
August. Whilst at the school Tom distinguished himself in Athletics as a
sprinter as well as playing outsideright for the Football Team.

William Dyson who was Kkilled in 1917.

Tom was commissioned as a SecondE AOOAT AT &6 ET w08
(Service) Battalion, The Manchester Regimenon 1st September 1914
based at Astonunder-Lyme, moving to Witley camp, near Godalming,
3000AU ET ! POEI OEA A I111TxETC
Wellington, and a fellow officer in the samebattalion, was Stanley

On 30" June 1915 his Battalion sailed from Liverpool destined for the Gallipoli peninsula, going

via Mudros to Suvla Bay. Here ont6August having been

Al AAGEAA 11 O(-3 ' OAI pOOBVLO

BAY, but on the wrong part of their allotted beach, and held on
with considerable determination. This landing was made with

the intention of supporting a breakout from the ANZAC sector,
five miles to the south.

-TOETC AllT1¢c OEA xAOAOBO A

objective of Karakol Dagh, a ridge north of the bay. Having

successfully cleared an isolated Turkish post at Ghazi Baba the

Birth: 17 May 1896
Death: 7 August 1915

Educ: Wellington College ;

Manchester University .

(AECEOd v
Weight: 10st

U o

moved along Kiretch Tepe ridge and were able to penetrate
some two miles idand.

# 1

UAAOS

AT AARAA

The following morning, Saturday ™ August 1915 Seconelieutenant Tom Alec EvansorlonesQ 0 &
Company,11th (Service) Battalion, The Manchester Regiment, was killed in action. He was 19

years of age.

It was on 21st August that the following telegram was received by Dr Evansedones.
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To Dr. E Evanson - Jones, Wellington Villa, Higher Openshaw,
Manchester.

DEEPLY REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT 2LT T.A.E.JONES 11 ™ MANCHESTER REGT]
WAS KILLED IN ACTION BETWEEN 7 & 11 ™ AUGUST. LORD KITCHENER
EXPRESSES HIS SYMPATHY.

From Secretary, War Office

A subsequent letter to his parents from LiCol B.A. Wright, DSO, his Commanding Officer,
informed them that:

Tom was with his company when we made the landing at Suvla Bay on Aug.&nd was killed next
morning when leading his platoon forward to the attack.

He is buried near where he fell, and his grave is marked with a cross, giving his name, etc. He was
a great loss to the Battalion. He was a keen and good soldier and wied by everybody. He was
killed gallantly doing his duty, more than which no man cado. He was buried with Lieut. Marsland
and Major Sillery the day after he was Kkilled.

Tom EvansonJones is commemorated on the Helles
Memorial, Turkey. The  servicemen are
commemorated in this way when there is no known
burial for the individual, or in circumstances where
graves cannot be individually marked, or where the
grave site has becme inaccessible and
unmaintainable.

Despite light Turkish opposition the Suvla Bay
landings were totally mismanaged from the start
which led to the stalemate conditions prevailing on
the Helles and Anzac fronts. On 15August after days of
inactivity and much indecision the British Commander,
Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick Stopford was dismissed, his

performance here being commonly regarded as one of the ¥:§i§i4_15 star
most incompetent feats ever seen by a general officer of the The British War Medal

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

entire war! The Victory Medal

ons/ AOT AAO pwpu 471180 11T OEA EA 7AO0 |/
OANOAOOET ¢ A AAOOEEuhdADAshduEe EAO OI 160 AAAOE

APPI U A& O EAO 01180 AAITIT CET, G@ingAnat sl vdstawateofh 1T 1 O

i OEAO AZAI EI EAO ¢ xET OA 011860 EAA AEAA AAEOAO EAO I
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The War Office replied on ? October with a short typewritten confirmation of death, not a

certificate as such and this was followed a few days later on 1B October by a further
communicatonAAOEOET C 41160 AAOEAO OEAO EEO 01180 AEEA
some form of delay was inevitable given the circumstances of war.

By24n. T OAT AAO 417180 11 OEAO x Ol OAagdin séekirig hi@matidnOOA O Ol
iT OEA OAOOOT | cannd fome edduity beOmaliebbPthefpbafile &b Headquarters?

Her determination in this matter elicited a reply on 3 December 1915 to the effect that the

Assistant AdjutantGeneral [AAG], Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, had been requested to

initiate a special enquiry as to the whereabouts of the effects of the late 2Lt Evansdones and

that a further response wouldbe sent when applicable.

A copy letter in the file shows that enquiries filtered down the chain of command such that in

December 1915 the Commanding Officer, ¥(Service) Battalion, The Manchester Regiment [Lt

Col B.A. Wright, DSQ] was asked if he could shed any light on this matter. His reply, back up the
AEAET 1T &£ AiTiT 1T AT Ah AT1T £ZEOI O OEAO All 1T & 41160 AA
box on 8h August for despatch to the AAG,8Echelon, Base Alexandria. and handed over to the

shipping agent, with appropriate receigs and that the AAG and WO were duly informed to that
effectandthatOx EE1 00 O1 AAT A 01 AAOAEI OEA xEITA 1T £ OEA
OEAO A clI 1 A OETTis is theffirsti otcsion tWat ni@&tidnl issn@ade of a gold ring,
POAOGOI AAT U A OECT AO OET¢8 ! AZ£EOOOEAO thHer@@yO AU 4]
pwpoeh AT AT T OET C A Al AEI A& O0i A O 061106 POI PAOOUS
belongings now being regarded as being lost. No recoekists as to whether any items were

recovered at a later date.

The Manchester Regiment is perpetuated today inthetl AOOAT ET T h $OEA 1T £ , AT A/
j +ETC80O0 , AT AAGEEOA AT A "1 OAAOQs

1. Contemporaries from his time at Wellington at the time of the 1911 census and who died in the
War can be found in Appendix 1.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAq 301 EtAg0:-ISEELicdEdant FeAiAledEidwiard EVANSOBONES
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Second Lieutenant Ostcliffe Harold
BEAUFORT

rn\
—_
p]
To

/6t AOOAT ET T h 4EA 00
Staffordshire Regiment)

Qs/;[/cliffe Harold Beaufort was born in West Bromwich, Staffordshire, the second son of John
illiam Beaufort and Lucy Ann Beaufort [née Ostcliffe] on 200ctober 1893. At the time of
his birth his father was Managing Director of Messrs Elliott & Fiyof Baker Street, London which
was a Victorian photographic studio.

Following an education at Solihull Grammar, Harold then attended

Wellington College where he distinguished himself with his artistic

abilities. After graduating from Birmingham University, during

which time he also served in the Officex Training Corps [OTC]he

AAAAT A A PET Ol COAPEAO xEOEET EEO £EA
At the outbreak of war he sought to join up at the earliest

opportunity and was duly commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in

the /60" AOOAT ET T h 4EA O0OETAA 1T &£ 7A1 Ac
Regiment) on 26" August 1914. This was a Battalion of the

Territorial Force based in Wolverhampton and by midAugust they

were in the Luton area moving to near Bishops Stortford in

November to prepare for embarkation overseas. OnftdMarch 1915, having left Southampton in

two troop ships, the Battalion arrived in Le Havreand then proceeded to join the BEF in the Ypres

salient taking their first casualties around WULVERGHEM in early April.

They then spent most of the spring and summer months
alternating between time spent in the trenches, where

Birth: 20 October 1893 they sustained casualties on an almost daily basis, and
Death: 13 October 1915 either in bivouacs or the nearby rest camp known as

ALDERSHOT.

Educ: Solihull Grammar ;

Wellington College ; Birmingham . . L. .
University. Harold received minor injuries in August 1915 and

following a recovery was appointed Brigade Grenade
Officer and on 12 October wrote to his brother
Percival:

We attack tomorrow afternoon, hold the new trenches all night and get relieved the next night. If |
see these three days through all will be well and leave will be granted.

At 12 noon on 13 October 1915 British artillery launched a barrage on the enemy positions at
FOSSE 8, BIG WILLIE and HOHENZOLLERN REDOUBT, their machine gun emplacements and
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communication trenches. This action was followed up at around.Q0pm with a gas smoke attack
on all hostile positions.

At 2pm Infantry of 137 Bdeadvanced against BIG WILLIE
Z DUMP TRENCH & FOSSE 8. A & B Coys 6 N Staffs K
forming 3rd line, C & D Coys in fourth line. Enemies
machine gun rifle fire very heavy on advancing infantry
who were unable to proceed. Line established in old fire The 1914-15 Star
The British War Medal
trench. Two bombing parties were found by this battalion, The Victory Medal
one gaining 30 yards of BIG WILLIE TRENCH but had td
retire through heavy casualties & were relieved by 1/5 S
Staffs Regt. Enemy kept up a heavy fire on our trenches
with their artillery and machine guns making the work of
brining in our wounded a difficult one?

Medals:

It was about 2.20 pm on the afternoon of Wednesday t30ctober 1915 during the attack on the
HOHENZOLLERN REDOUBT that Secdrieutenant Ostcliffe Harold Beaufort1/6th Battalion,

4EA O0OETAA T &£ 7A1 AOGSO j ,wakkidd inadidhanE DD Eke®A 2ACE

days short of his birthday.
Shortly after his death his Commanding Officer told his father

He was a very good and reliable officer, never sparing himself and doing everything to the best of
his ability.

I AOT OEAO 1T £AEZEAAO xO1 OA OEA A 1T1TxETC O |/ O0OAIl E/

He, Beaufort, was killed in the trenches 2% miles NE of Bethune, 6 miles south of La Bassée. As you
know, he was Brigade Grenade Officer, and he was in charge of the bombing party, whose job it
xAO O O0601T OEA ' AOi AT O 100 Wwhieh rins €oOtA frolihe ET T x 1
Hohenzollern Redoubt

(A ATA EEO PAOOU xAOA ET DPAOO 1 4&# O"EC 7EIITEAG8A
it simultaneously with the charge. They made good headway, but the attack was driven back.
Harold commenced to go back along a communication trench to issuec @ EAO T OAAOO OI
in charge of the Brigade store, when a high explosive shrapnel shell burst close beside him. The
brass nose cap and time fuse, a piece of metal about the size of a cricket ball, hit him in the right
breast and came out of the lefshoulder blade killing him instantaneously.

He was buried in the rear of the trenches, along with four other brave officers who fell. The time
was about 2.20pm, Wednesday ¥30ctober 1915.

The arrangements for the supply of bombs and grenades was excellent, but Harold had not

OAAET T AA xEOE OEA AOOAAE AEAEIETGC8 (EO 1T OAAOO xAO/

7EITEAS8 xEAT OEA ' AOi AT &£O1 1T O Irolwds afrail Dat QllANE AT 8
bombs would be brought up, as in the excitement it was very difficult for everyone to know what

had happened, and probably his store keeper would imagine we had succeeded. If the bombs had
been sent up it is very likely that aGerman grenade would have dropped on them and detonated
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the lot. To save this loss, which could not have been replaced under at least an hour, Harold went
back and met his death.

He had done a very good work; in front of his men throwing bombs and encouraging the others,

and without a doubt was the means of keeping the bombers together. Only three of his party got

out safely, and they cannot say anything good enough about him; thegy he was marvellous.

%l Al T OAA EO A OiI OCE I Ap 1T &£ OEA OOAT AEAO8 (AOIT A x
ET OEA OOATAE | AOEAA O"6 AT A OEAU AEGSOCAROEA A®E OO
i AREETA cO1T O Al OAOEI ¢ (AOI 1 A80 PAOOU8B 7A Oxi xAOA
Ol ) AiT1860 OEETE OEAOA EO AT1 OEAO 1T £ZEZEAARO xEI AT O
was the battalion bombing officer, and he lies ow at the Bournbrook Hospital with a broken jaw

and a bullet in each lg. We have heard from him, and he writes it will be about ten weeks before

he is able to speak, but he could write you and give fuller particulars as he was with Harold all the
time.

By 4pm Thursday 14/ A® OEA (1 EAT Ui 11 AOT 2AAI OAO AT A O6"EC 7
at the cost of about 170 officers and 800 men.

(EO COAOA xAO OOAOARNOAT O
melee of war and so Harold is
commemorated on The Loos Memorial, Dud

Corner Cemetery, in France.

4EA OOETAA T &£ 7A1 A0GB80 .1
Regiment) Regiment is perpetuated today in
the 3d Battalion, Mercian Regiment.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

1. Elliott & Fry was a Victorian photography studio founded in 1863 by Joseph John Elliott and
Clarence Edmund Fry. For a century the firm's core business was taking and publishing
photographs of the Victorian public and social, artistic, scientific and polial luminaries.

2. Battalion War Diary [WO 95/2685/2 1915 Feb- 1917 Jul].

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAd 301 eEthkdgo:-ISEELitEdant @Acliffe Barofil BEAUFORT
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Captain Henry COLVER

1/5 th Battalion, The York & Lancaster Regiment

Henry was the third son of Robert Colver, J.P. and Elizabeth Pearson Colver [née Dransfield]
and was born in Ecclesall Bierlow, Sheffield, Yorkshire on 2May 1890. He had ten siblings,
two of whom died at a fairly early age. His father was a steel magnate and Master Cutler who ran
a well-known Sheffield steel firm [Jonas & Colver Ltd] with his partner Joseph Jonas and was
affluent enough to employ a large domestic staff.

(AT OUh TO O(AOOUG AO EA xAO ETT x1 xEO

Ansel 30 DOADAOAOT OU OAETTIT AT A 7ATITEI
OAETTI1 EA xT OEAA AO A A1l AOEh 1100 1EE
Ob A Al 11 EOOEIT #Hattaldh, Ghe ¥drki&Bdntastér p 7 v

Regiment, which was part of the Territorial Force.

A Territorial Officer was
essentially a parttime soldier
who would give up some of his
free time; e.g. evenings, week
ends, and annual campln time of crisis the force would

be utilised as a home defence unit. Educ: St. Anel | 6 Oh  ";AEAKAL I
Wellington College .

Birth: 21 May 1890
Death: 19 December 1915

On Sunday 28 * AT O A O W big capwas bding driven
along the Bakewell Road, near the gasworks, when the re
wheels skidded, and before the driver could bring the car to

a standstill it turned completely round twice in the road, and then crashed into the wall. This was
the boundary to a field next the river Derwent, and about three feet of the wall was knocked down
by the impact.

The driver was the owner, Mr Henry Colver, Rockmount, Ranmoor,
Sheffield. There were no other occupants in the car. The two back tyres
x AOA OEDPPAA 1T £#£ AOO OEA AAO xAO AAI

At the outbreak of the war on 4 August 1914 the Battalion was
headquartered at its base in Rotherham when the order to mobilise

arrived late that afternoon. At 6.00pm that evening eight hundred

and ninety six notices were sent out to the officers and men of the

Battalion to report for war duty. The men of the outlying companies

arrived in Rotherham on 6" August and were billeted at two local
OAETT10O0 #30 11180 0O $11TAAOOAO 21 AAY:
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On 10h August the Battalion moved by train to its war station at Doncaster with a total strength
of 28 officers, 876 other ranks and 47 horses where they were all billeted, later moving onto the
racecourse where they remained until early September.

On 4h September, with the Battalion by now with a total strength in excess of 1000 officers and

men, they marched to Sandbeck Park, seat of tligarl of Scarborough, ten miles from Rotherham.

They all remained here until late October when the Battalion transferred to Gainsborough,

, ETATTTOEEOA T ET OO OEA wyx .#/60 AT A 1 AT xET EA
Obligationt. Here they remained for the rest of the yeaapart from a brief sojourn to Sheffield on

a musketry course as further recruits joined the Battalion from the reserve

Early January 1915 saw the Battalion move to North Somercotes where they were allocated
defence of the Lincolnshire coastlineHerethey remained until 250 February and then proceeded
by rail transport to York.

It was in York on 31st March that the Battalion received their embarkation orders for France and
so on 12 April the advance party of 3 officers, 78 other ranks, 71 horses and 22 wheeled vehicles
were transported by troop train to Southampton where they crossed over to Le Havre that night.
The remainder of the Battalion, including Harry, departed by train fron¥ork to Folkestone the
following day and on arrival they too went by ship, this time to Boulognewhere the whole
Battalion [including the advance mrty] reformed. Harry Colver had wired his sister in
Hampstead to see if she would meet him at Liverpool Station as he passed through the capital
on his way south.

By 161 April the Battalion had been billeted in and around the neighbourhood of DOULIEU and
within a few days they entered the line for the first time at FLEURBAIX sustaining their first
casualty on 224 April.

On 27 April Harry wrote to his eldest sister Charlotte, known as Lottie or Tots in the family,
[1879-1971]2x ET xAO OOAUET C ET & isbntedh@®iod vAry e théfdy OE T A
IETA ET &OAT AAG S8

My darling Tots, Joe and Kids,

Ever so many thanks for your map case, which is a fine one and just what | wanted. The papers are
also very acceptable. We get a Mirror here occasionally, perhaps once a week, if lucky.

Have absolutely gorgeous weather here, very sunny and warm in the daytime, but slightly too cold
at night, still it has only rained once, when | was out and then it was very late when returning from
the trenches.

Suppose you have heard something about my doings from home, but | will just give you a small
detailed account.

After leaving you, we had a pleasant journey down to Folkestone. Boated to Boulogne. The crossing
was fairly steady. Archie Paul and | had a cabin and managed to snatch a bit of sleep. We
disembarked and marched up a fearful hill to a rest camp, where weraved abt 5 a.m., rather fed

up and distinctly warm and rather wet! Our bed was in a ploughed field under canvas, we had no
blankets, but seven of us got into one tent and slept off and on. During the next day we put up abt.

[38]



3000 tents. Left in the afternoon for a station abt. 6 miles off. Our packs nearly killed us and the
roads here are the absolute limit.

We had a fine squash in the train, 8 of us in one carriage and 44 men in one truck! We got to our

TAob0 Pl AAA AAT 6O p 1T8AITTAE AT A O AAA AAT OO o8 &A,

up and next morning felt very fit. Left abt. 10 and marchd10-12 miles. The day was fearfully hot
and the men rather fell out too much. Still we got to our new billets fairly safe and sound.

111 O0roe #1U0 1T £AEEAROO xAOA ET TTA OIAlI1T ETOOAR AOGC

which was somewhat hard at first. We had a jolly good time there and were very sorry to leave.

I/ 060 1TA@O AEI 1 AOO xAOA OAOU ThedilageWwasAiitd a prettypladeD O 1 1

and reminded us of dear old England. We marched here yesterday and are now only half a mile
from the trenches. Our new quarters are the best we have had. A farmhouse, quite a large one. We
have two bedrooms, sitting roans, and kitchen. Archie and | sleep on the floor and the others in
beds. We stand to arms at 2.30 until 3.45 then go to bed again.

Am feeling most fearfully fit and looking so. Never looked better and my appetite is huge. They all
tease me about it. Have a very slack time here for three days, then go into the trenches for three.

/

4EA CcOT O EAOA AOA 1 AT U AT AHavébéap A fhe theAche® ticeapnmwt AT A O
ATA Ai T1T1TA O117 EAAT 11 OEAI &£ O OEAU AOA 11 1A OI

go on Thursday. The Aeroplanes are a fine sight when being shelled, they get very near sometimes,
but the fellows are spendid and keep going back all the time. Having plenty of good food and
managing to get along quite nicely.

Hoping you are having a really good time at Folkestone and will benefit thereby.

Very fondest love to you all,
Your loving brother
Harry

Between the end of April and June 1915 they were on a rotating cycle of life spent either in the
trenches, being part of the Brigade Reserve or in billets. Inevitably whilst in the trenches they

were subjected to artillery bombardment and sniper fire andso the casualty toll climbed ever
EECEAOS I O1 1T 0i Ald8 OEOOAOQETT oOii11T AAIT A O AA
couple of men every day or two. Between the 17and 22 June the Battalion experienced

(asualties above the average usualhcurredd AOA O OOOAU AOI 1 AOGO AT A
[3 killed & 13 wounded].

)T T AOGA *BT A pwpu (AOOUBO (i1 OEAD OAAAREOAA OEA
his platoon sergeant.
Dear Madam,

In writing the few lines | wish to thank you very much indeed for your splendid present of a wrist
watch to me which | received from my Officer your son Lieut H.Colver who | am proud to say | have
the honour of being his Platoon Sergt and | can assure ythis watch it will be a treasure to me
because there are times when in striking a light to see the time in the trenches may cost men their
lives so you will see what a great help it will be to me and it is as | say that myself and all my men
are proud to srve under so fine Officer as your Son we are all out here for the same purpose we
shall not seek danger no more than we can help but should the time come for us to be in any great
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affair | can assureyou Lieut Colver will find myself and all my men with him to the end. | will
conclude my short letter to you again thanking you hoping to have a line from you in return

| remain yours
sincerely
Sergt A.Medlock

June 2% and Harry writes to his family.
My darling Family,

Very many thanks for all your dear letters which | am always so very delighted to get, and hear
how you are all progressing.

Had a fine long letter from Ted which | enclos@ He seems to have had a truly thrilling time; do
hope he gets through safely. We leave here tomorrow night about30, and march 12 to 15 miles

not all at once. We go to a place behind Neuve Chapelle. Shall be very sorry to leave here for it has
been veryquiet and it is sure to be very warm there; still it had to come sometime so we hope for
the best. We are anyway about 3 weeks in reserve; although we are not very keen on it, still we
shall not be in the tenches; most probably roadmending and repairing houses etc.

i OAATT U AATECEOAA Ui O 1T EEA OEA PEIT OI O O 1 0OAEN
me mine, | have written to them so often. Yes, | certainly think | am a lot fatter and certainly very

fit and quite brown. Am sure, Mother, it will be a long timdefore we want more food. It is always
very acceptable indeed. | got the lovely Ham, bread, and fruit etc, for which very many thanks.

Has been raining a tremendous amount here since yesterday. Hope it will be fine by tomorrow, as

we have to sleep out all night or day which ever we are told to. Aeroplanes see too much nowadays,

so we have to go by night. Hope we do alright, we have not rahed far for so long with packs on

as well. I am trying to get a small cart for our servants to pull and push then | shall not carry very

i OAE EA£ ) AAT EAI P EO8 4EETE xA AOA CIEITC Oii AxEA
way.

How many of the girls are at home? They seem to get away as often as before; very pleased they
still manage to enjoy going about. Have seen Fred, Frank Price, Alec Wever and crowd twice since
yesterday. | will write you again very soon. Am rather hard fotime now so will close.

Hoping everyone is very fit.

| remain
Your loving Son and Brother
Harry

By 1st July 1915 the Battalion had moved to a new location east of WATOU on the WATOU
POPERINGHE road either in billets or bivouacs [but sufficiently away from danger that General
H.CO. Plumer, OC 2 Army, could carry out an inspection].

On the evening of 8 July the Battalion moved to a rest area in OESTHOEK WOOD, near
POPERINGHEvhere they bivouacked for the night before moving the next evening to captured
German trenches south of BOESINGHih the eastern side of the YSER CANAL. The state in which
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they found these trenches was considered disgusting with bodies of the dead, from both sides
lying where they fell. There was discarded ammunition, rifles, and bayonets everywhere and large
guantities of stores which were redistributed. Some members of He Battalion took the
opportunity to re-arm themselves with, what some regarded, as the more superior German MLE
rifle and bayonet in substitution for the British Lee Enfield.

Here they came under sustained bombardment from the enemy. In several locations the parapets
were blown in and a Machine Gun overturned burying them underneath leaving 27 killed27
wounded and 2 missing. At ®0pm on 10" July the British artillery undertook a 90 minute
barrage of the German lines to try and silence them and in which they succeeded for the time
being.

The following evening after being relived in the trenches the Battalion proceeded to the nearby

Chateau at ELVERDINGHE for much needed rest and refreshment. Their stay at the Chateau was

rudely interrupted on the evening of 13" July when the Germans started deploying gas shells onto
the front line, currently occupied by the 1/4h Battalion, with signs of an infantry follow-up. As the
reserve, the 1/5h was moved into position but in the end the German attack failed to materialise
so they returned to the ateau to resume their break.

The evening of 14/15t July saw their rest come to an end for a short time and they resumed
position in the front line once again. Unfortunately although it was miduly the whole area was
extremely wet and the trenches were caked in mud making it extremely difficult to undertee
O1 1 O Atb-8ay dctivities. When out of the line for short spells they spent their evenings
digging new communication and support trenches and moving supplies up to the front line. They
also received a new batch of casualteplacements from England who needed to be integrated,
and quickly.

By the end of the monthand with the approach of the first anniversary of the outbreak of war,
the weather greatly improved thus allowing the men to catch up on their duties and undertake
running repairs across large parts of the line. On the evening of 80uly/1st August the enemy
launched a small attack on the front line trenches with the intention of bombing them. However
one of their bombs exploded prematurely seriously wounding the German soldier concerned who

cried out for help. With the advent of daylightond £ ( AOOU&8 O AAT 11T x 1T EEEAAO

injured enemy soldier and was shotnd killed in the process. Not long afterwards the Battalion
came out of the line again and returned to ELVERDINGHE as Brigade reserve with their HQ at
MALAKOFF FARM. Casualties were still sustained during this period as they moved in and out of
the trenches around COPPERNOLLE CABARET.

As August moved into September the weather began to turn with the surface water lying in
trenches not draining away properly so conditions were somewhat unpleasant.

On 18h September Harry Colver acquired some war booty in the form of a pair of German Trench
Howitzers which had been abandoned by them when the trench was captured in July. One of these
items was handed over to the Trench Mortar School at Berthen whilst the ath he arranged to

be transported to England where it was placed in the Battalion drill hall in Rotherhapnemaining
there for many years as a souvenir.

As October came around the Battalion were still in reserve, although the casualties still increased
andon9n/ AOT AAO (AOOU xAO DPOiTi T OAA O OEA OATE
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HQ had also moved to LANCASHIRE FARM with the Battalion concentrated on the canal bank
where they were able to take advantage of the fine weather once again and undertake repairs
following regular enemy shelling.

Oct 11, My darling Tots,

Ever so many thanks for your letter of the 7th(?). | also was very sorry my leave has not been
granted, but never mind, | hope to see you and Joe to lunch on the 15th. | will ring you up as soon
as | can. Am feeling fairly fit. Having quite nice weather moand fairly good time. Plenty of shelling
etc but it does not worry us much. | will bring Mary with me, if she comes, which | hope she will.
Am feeling as if | want a rest badly. Only wish leave was longer. Perhaps Maud and George will join
us for lunch.Will you ask them? Shall not mind London much in the dark. Am somewhat used to it

TTx8 ))O CAOO EAEOI U AAOE AT A xA EAOA o1 TETA xEAO
in a hot bath. Have not seen one since | left England last!! Have you seen my new photbgy &re
fine, | think.

Hoping and longing to see all your dear faces again.

Your very loving brother
Harry.
Love and Kisses for all.

Then a letter dated 29 October 1915,

Darling Tots and Joe,

Ever so many thanks for seeing me off. Am feeling somewhat down just at present. Had an awful
journey.

The periscope has not arrived yet. | hope it will do very soon.

Very fondest love to all
Your loving brother
Harry

On his return to FranceHarry sent his sister a picturepostcard to her address in Hampstead.

OEAODOOA Tz£AD 6KEITIMAOOAEIT AAS

Arrived safely Fine (?) crossing. Leave tonight.
Same address as of old. Many thanks for yesterday.

Love to all at Alexandra Gardens
Harry

Early November brought the wet weather back and some of the front line trench system collapsed
under the weight of water. The communication trenches also flooded making them almost
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impassable. The constant downpours made life in the trenches unbearable and yhsuffered
badly. One of the trenches was flooded to such an extent it was almost impossible to hold.

The bad weather lasted for most of the first fortnight and at every opportunity soldiers were
tasked with fixing any water damaged sections of line and improving the drainage systems, some
of whom were brought up at night from the nearby rest camp. The oylpositive comment that
could be made about the weather was that it kept enemy activity to a minimum. However, this
combination of bad weather and minimal contact with the enemy was not going to last
indefinitely.

At 11.00pm on 17 December the Divisional Bombing Officer oversaw the discharge of 24 bombs
into the German lines but failed to draw an immediate response. This changed however on the
morning of Sunday19th December at 5.25am.

Gas attack by Germans. Shelling started 05.45 and continued heavily till 9 am & then intermittently

All AAU8 'O ¢98om Al 1 OAAO O! OOAAE -1 OGA8 xAO OAT O
Al OxAOA ET O1 O6#6 1 ET A8 .11 Aurfroft exzépla felviogpbslie ER4A £O OE A
who were sniped. Left support Co sent up one platoon to reinforce left forward Co at 6.30am and

A ¢T A PIAOGITT AO pnsnAi 8 $AI ACA AU AjOKkIGUE &1 AE DAIOE]

knocked about?

Three officers of 1/5h Battalion, The York & Lancaster Regiment died that morning of phosgene
gas poisoning including Captain Harry Colver. He was 25 years of age.

4 officers suffered the effect of the gas and 1 was wounded. Amongst the other ranks 6 died from
gas, 2 killed by bullet, 3 by shell, 23 wounded and 87 suffering from gas. The Battalion was then
relieved by 1/7th The Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment) and proceeded to NdRest
Camp. The majority othe survivors were feeling the effects of the gas with a great many suffering
bronchial trouble.

TELEGRAM from YORK

To R. Colver Esq, Rockmount, Ranmoor, Sheffield. Dated 22 December ,
1915.

REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT CAPTAIN H.COLVER WAS KILLED IN ACTION
DECEMBER 19" LORD KITCHENER EXPRESSES HIS SYMPATHY.

Evidence within the family confirms that when the Colver household at Rockmount received this

OAl ACOAih A AETTAO PAOOU xAO ET bDHDOI COAOO8 ' OAT,
telegram and its dreadful news until the party was over. With this newshe had lost four of her

five sons.

A further telegram was received a few days later.
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TELEGRAM 0O.H.M.S from BUCKINGHAM PALACE

To R. Colver Esg, Rockmount, Ranmoor, Sheffield. Dated 29  December,
1915.

THE KING AND QUEEN ARE DEEPLY GRIEVED TO HEAR THAT YOU HAVE LOST YET
ANOTHER SON IN THE SERVICE OF HIS COUNTRY. THEIR MAJESTIES OFFER YOU
THEIR HEARTFELT SYMPATHY IN YOUR FRESH SORROW.

KEEPER OF THE PRIVY PURSE.

Dear Mrs Colver,

I think you may like to know that your son who was unfortunately killed on the 19 was an
exceptionally fine officer.

He had great influence over his men, who knew that he made their comforts his special care.

He always set them a fine example and was cheerful in even the most trying circumstances. His
brother officers were very fond of him. | feel that his death means a great loss to the Division.

oIl AAGA AT1860 OEETE 1T &£ A1 OxAOET ¢ OEEO 1 AOOAOS
Assuring you of my sincere sympathy
Yours sincerely

E.M.Percival.
Major -General, Officer Commanding 49 th West Riding Division

Dear Mrs Colver,

91 6 xEIl EAOA OAAREOAA EOI I OEA O!'d6 /1 £AFEAAR OEA 1
AAAOE 1T &£ UT OO0 O118 'O UIOO O11T806 #1111 AT AET C | EEE
must express to you the sympathy of the whole Battalion both
officers and men. | fear no words of sympathy can help very

much, but you will like to know his death has affected all who Medals:

. . . The 1914-15 Star
knew him very deeply. Hg was a gallaht upright officer and The British War Medal
gentleman, and loved by his Brother Officers and men, and he The Victory Medal

died in action, during a German Gas Attack ddessly leading his
men, and doing his Duty to the last, and his name is added tc
O4EA 2/,, 1T /&£ (/.15268

Arrangements are being made to send home as soon as possible all personal effects, and belongings
which belong to your son, these will go through the usual channels, and will | hope reach you safely.

| beg of you to accept my own personal sympathy at your great lass
Yours very sincerely

F.H.S.Rendall, Lieut Col. Comdg 1/5" York and Lancs®

[44]



Captain Harry Colver is buried within Bard
Cottage Cemetery, leper, Westlaanderen,
Belgium.

He is also commemorated onthe memorial
board at his old preparatory school, the
Ranmoor War Memorial and St Johnthe
Evangelist Church, Ranmoor Roll of Honour. Also
in the church can be found the huge stained glass
memorial window featuring Joshua and Gideon
@iven by Mr. and Mrs. R. Colver in memory of their
two sons, Edward and Henry, both killed in the
war8 0

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Harry Colver was a keen amateur photographer and whilst in France he was accompanied by his
trusty pocket Kodak camera using every,
opportunity to capture some remarkable ||
photographs before the War Office issued|
its instruction banning cameras from the
trenches in March 1915. Harry sent the
pictures home to his family but the fact
that they survive today is down to the fact
that long after the war was over an old
comrade stopped the album from being
destroyed.

The images were the subject of a
television documentary,aired on BBC4in [ i o1 yast vaoas | 565¢ ¢

2014, and show Captain Colver's

comrades becoming steadily drained as the casualties mount. At first there is an air of them going

IT TEZEAGO COAAO AAOAT OOOA AOO OI x AGeed inGeid AT A (
trenches. Poignantly one picture shows officers trying on printive gas masks which were little

better than bandages.

The York & Lancaster Regiment which was raised in 1756 was finally disbanded in 1968.

1. When hostilities commenced, Territorials were asked to sign a document called the Imperial
Service Obligation which waived their immunity from overseas service. Those that declined were
consigned to second line battalions. New Territorial recruits continud to be able to enlist for home
service only until March 1915. The Military Service Act 1916 forced those under the age of 41 to
sign the Imperial Service Obligation or resign.
2. Family letters reproduced by kind permission of Dr Patricia Altham, MA, PhD, greatece of Ted
Colver and the granddaughter of Charlotte (Lottie) Colver.
3. See biography on Lieutenant Edward [Ted] Colver.
-AOU , AT Gl AU xAO (AOOUBO OxAAOEAAOO AT A Al A@GAAGO
5. Battalion War Diary [WO 95/2805 1915 Ded.

E
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6. Lt-Colonel Rendall was himself killed in France ont@July 1916 aged 37.
7. Flanders 1915 (Images of War) by Jon Cooksey (ISBN: 1844153568)

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAq 301 EtAdgo:-ICAPtaid Behry A VERA T &

[46]


https://www.cwgc.org/stories/stories/captain-henry-colver-15th-bn-york-and-lancaster-regiment/

Lance-Sergeant William Hope JONES

1/3 rd Battalion, The Monmouthshire Regiment

illiam Hope Jones was born on 1t November 1891, the son oflameslones ancEllen Jones

[née Griffiths] of Hadley,Shropshire.He was baptised at Holy Trinity Church in Hadley on
31st January 1892. The census of &1 March 1901 shows William living in Stoney Hill,
Wrockwardine Wood, Shropshire with his mother and two brothers; George b.1893, Thomas
b.1896 and his sister Elizabeth b.1898.

William attended firstly, Wrockwardine Wood Boys School being
awarded a Salop County Council Elementary Schools Scholarship in
1904, and then Wellington College where in 1906 he passed the
College of Preceptors Elementary Exams withn@class honours: the
Board of Education exams with passes in Theoretical and Practical
Chemistry and finally whilst at Adams Grammar School, Newport,
Shropshire he passed the Cambridge Schools Local Matric witht 1
Class honours in 1908.

After leaving school William decided to become a School Teacher and

in March 1910, aged 18 years old he was a working as a student teacher at Newport Church of

%l CI ATA $AU 3AETT1 O EAOET ¢ AAAT OAAAT Ol U AAAADC
Training College in Cheltenham, Gloucestershid. EET OO0 A OOOAAT O AO 30 0AOQDI
the 2nd X1 college cricket team and was awarded his cricketing colours for the 1911/12 seasons.

There are no surviving records that tell when he joined the Territorials, enlisting with The
Monmouthshire Regiment whichfielded ten Battalionsduring the War, of which only three saw
front line service; 1/1st, 1/2nd & 1/3rd,

On the outbreak of war, the Battalion was at camp
in Abergavenny and received its mobilisation
orders at 18.10hrs but moved by train to Pembroke
Docks the following day. Here it remained until 9
August when it proceeded to Oswestry, Shropshire| — Educ: Wrockwardine Wood Boys School;
o . . Wellington College ;
for further training until the end of August when it Adams Grammar School
moved once more, this time to Northampton. At the
beginning of November 1914, the Battalion was on
the move once more, this time to the village of
Grundisburgh, Suffolk for a fortnights practice in trench diggingbefore returning to
Northampton: only to return to Suffolk at the beginning of December for further digging. By the
end of the first week of January 1915 the Battalion was aware that before too long they would be
leaving for the front line, in preparation for which they moved by train to Cambridge where
extensive musketry practice took place on the University ranges.

Birth: 11 November 1891
Death: 20 December 1915
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On 6" February 1915 William married a local girl from
Wrockwardine Wood, Louisa Gregorywho also happened to be a

teacher), in Aberystwyth. A few days later, on 11 February His rﬁ:allsl 415 Star
Majesty King George V inspected the Division, of which the I#3 The British War Medal
Battalion was part, prior to their train journey to Southampton The Victory Medal

from where they embarked for France arriving at 09.00 hrs on 16

&AAOOAOU pwpu8 3000EOET C | EI EOROUTOAATOAD OAAE A
arrival in theatre did not take place however until 27" June 1915.

StPaul® ¢ S+ OKSNJ ¢ N

One of the Battalions first tasks soon after arrival was trench digging in and around Ypres and by
mid-March had sustained the first casualties as a result of enemy action.

The second Battle of Ypres was fought from 22 Apgl 25 May 1915 for the control of Ypres and
The Monmouthshire Regiment, then assigned to 28Division, were key players. It was also the
first time that the Imperial German army deployed poison gas on a vast scale on the Western
Front.

The following three extracts from the War Diary give an indication of the time in the lead up to
the battle: -

The Battalion left billets at Boeschepe on April'Band proceeded by bus to Ypres. It was dark when

xA OAAAEAA OEA ' OATAA o1 AAA8 4EA #110E (AI1l ATA
mysterious gloom. We were conscious of a wide space, filled with moving bodies of troops, but

unable to discern anything clearly. But it was not the time for such reflections. The order was to

AOAx OAOEITTO0 AT A ci O OEA OOAT AEAOS

Battalion Headquarters were in dugouts in the mound known as the Butte do Polygon, now

O0b60i 1 61 6AA AU Al 1 OOOOAIT EAT 7A0 1T Ai T OEAT Al 1T OA OI
have found fame of that officer artist who created that delightful characted/ 1 A " E1 1 6 h AT A AF
AU EEO NOAET O EOI T 6O O 1 ECEOAT 1060 AAOEAOO EI 600
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city by daylight. It was seriously damaged and there was occasional shelling, but the bulk of the

Cloth Hall still stood and was not much more ruinous than it appears ithhe photographs taken in

November 1914. The civil population had by no means all left. Cafes did a good trade and shops

were selling not only wine and cigars, but such useful articles for the trenches as refills for electric

torches and solidified fuel. British troops abounded and no doubt their presence was known to the

enemy though no one was supposed to go out till after dark. It was a curious interlude in a

strenuous life. Once scene comes back to memory, a boxing competition between two companie

in a school playground with a British band playing and a German Taubel..

By mid-September the Battalion was billeted around Elverdinge Chateadalongside the Ypres
canal and on 18 of the month left 28 Division to join 49t Division as their Pioneer Battalion;
not all that surprising given that a large quantity of the men were miners from the Welsh valleys.
This location was by no means a safe billet as they were under regular attack by the enemy and
sustained many losses mialy due to gunshot wounds.

Around 05.30 hours on the morning of 19 December 1915 Battalion HQ received a message that

the enemy was making a gas attack and the necessary precautions, such as they were, were put

ET Dl AAA8 4EA AT 1 AAOCAT AT O T &£# OEA OO0001 O1T AET ¢ AO
gas shells fallingin the grounds of the Chateau killing and wounding many men, William Hope

Jones being one of them.

On Monday 2@ December 1915 LanceSergeant [2286] William Hope Jones, 1/8 Battalion, The
Monmouthshire Regiment was admitted to the Australian Field Hospital, Wimereux, Pas de Calais,
France where he died later that day. He was 24 years old and had been married for 10 months.
William was subsequently buried in the Wimereux Communal Cemetery.Because of the sandy
nature of the soil, the headstones lie flat upon the graves.

1915 had been a terrible year for theBattalion in

the Ypres Salient andon 29" December alone a

further thirty -three were killed and thirty-four

wounded. This latest loss of life was to be the last

in the Salient for theBattalion AO T 1 . Ax 9AAOQ
Eve 1915 undaunted by their losses they marched

out, neverto return.

7EOQOEET A Z£Ax AAUO 1T &£ 7EIIl EAI
with the aid of the Rector of Holy Trinity Church,

Wrockwardine Wood wrote to the Army Chaplain
at the Wimereux Field Hospital enquiring into the

~ 2 o~ o~

AEOADI OOAT AAO 1T &£# EAO 011860 O1 6eEi AT U. AAABGES ' Al £

Jan 341916
Dear Mr MacCormick

Sergeant W.H. Jones was sent to this hospital on Deé¢2ble arrived in the early morning
AT A xAO NOEOA Ai 1 OAET 068 (A OAI AETAA O OEIIT OEA
AT A AEAA OEA OAI A TECEO AO pp 1T6AITAE8 (EO AT A x
at the time, but Isaw him in the morning and had a short talk with him. He told me then that he
was a Churchman and that he came from Wrockwardine Wood. In the mornings the doctors are in
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the wards and | could do no more than say a few words to him. His death was not expected so soon.
If it had been | would have been told and would have been able to minister to him more than | did.
But you and his relations may be sure that he died a faithif soldier of our Lord. Such men as
Sergeant Jones are have almost invariably found that they find our Lord very near to them at the
front. | have never seen men more fit to meet their Master than the majority of these splendid
soldiers. Their hardships ad their sufferings seem indeed to clense their souls and deepen and
purify their faith. His friends may well be proud of him. During the few hours he was in hospital
he showed the utmost courage, patience & cheerfulness and gratitude for the work of thectors
and nurses. He was buried in the Wimereux Cemetery, very decently in a proper coffin by a Church
of England Chaplain. His grave is marked with a white wooden Cross and numbered 724. The
cemetery is well cared for and flowers are put on the gravesytsome ladies at certain times of the
Year. | enclose a photograph of the Cemetery taken last year.

Yours Truly

H Pelham C.F.

P.S. His friends may be quite certain that in spite ¢fie unexpectedness of his death, all that was
humanly possible was done for him. The work of the Australian Voluntary Hospital has won
highest recognition out here, and | believe too in England.

| was particularly sorry not to have the opportunity of getting to know Sergeant Jones better as |
am a Salopian myself, and my home at Market Drayton is not very far from Wrockwardine Wood.

The Monmouthshire Regiment was disbanded at the end of the First World War

1. The chateau burned down in 1917 but in 1925 underwent major restorations toeturn it to its
former glory. During WWII the owner was forced to donatehe chateau and adjoining land to the
German army. At the end afhe war another restoration was necessary before the rightful owners
could move back into their chateau

n.b. I am indebted to John White for alertiige authorO1 7 E rightfubB iI6A0AA AT 11 COO Eda@allEAT 11 x [/ 7

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,

®OAOI T OAqd 301 eEikgo:-ILaEceSdighany/PAlllain Adp&IJONES
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Private Edwin PITCHFORD

1st Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifles,
Canadian Expeditionary Force

dwin Pitchford was born in Ketley, Shropshire to Edwin Pitchford Snr and Mary Jane
Pitchford [née Owen] on 13 July 1884, and the seventh of their eight children.

Following his education at Wellington Edwin tried his hand at a number of different occupations
before making the decision to emigrate to Canada in 1913, his brother William having emigrated
himself some years before. On 6 September 1913 he arrived in Montreal aboard the3S
Meganticdfrom Liverpool along with his brother, his sisterin-law and young nephew who had
been back to England on a family visit. His occupation recorded
at this time was that of a carpenter.

Birth: 13 July 1884 . .. . .
Death: 5 June 1916 On 5h January 1915 Edwin was living in East Calgary, working

as a clerk when he signed his attestation paperfor enlistment

Educ: Welli College . . . . . :
e: Wellingion College in the Canadian Expeditionary Force. After completion of his

(AECEOG vd ¢ed basic training he embarked for England on 12 June 1915

Eﬁ%";‘ie' where the Battalion prepared itself for service on the Western

Religion: Wesleyan Front, arriving there along with its horses on 22d September
1915.

However, it soon became clear that the appalling conditions
were entirely unsuitable for mounted warfare and so #
January 1916 the Regiment, along with five others, were converted to dismounted infantry.
AXxET 60 " AOOAIT EIl TnhBattdionQvkré® Boat€d on theBEDIvISiEniront line on
2ndx OT A xEAT OEA ' AOi AT O 1 AOT AEAA OEAEO AGDAOI O A
3 1 O:@nkit pdsitions were overrun and approximately 80% of the Canadian Forces occupying
the area were either captured, wounded or killed.
-100 1T /&# OGEA EECEOEI ¢ OITE Pl AAA AAOxAATOOGEAO xAO
and ANARTELEENThe eastern edges ofANCTUARY WOO&nd ARMAGH WOOTay on a crest
with the high points at MOUNTSORRElLitself and TORTOFh  ET 1 xT AO O(EI 1T ¢@c¢d A/
metres above sea level. Looking down from the heights one had an excellent view over the Ypres
salient, the town and the various communication lines running to and fro. Being such a vital
tactical location made it he target for a German attack.

Both the Divisional Commander, MajoiGeneral Mercet and the Canadian Brigade Commander,
Brigadier-General Williams went out on a reconnaissance at.60am on 2d June so as to be able
to plan a local attack. At approximately 80am they were about half a mile ahead of the front line
as the Germans began their bombardment and as this intensified trenches, dugouts and barbed
wire were all destroyed with the wounded being evacuated to the rear. Whilst the British artillery
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retaliated it was largely ineffective as the lines of communication were cut by enemy shells and
the forward observation officers [FOO] had either been wounded or killed.

YO xAO AOT OT A AAOI U AAOAOTTITT OEAO Aéiveinga AT AOAI
critical blow to the Canadian forces. In addition to the loss of these two senior officers the
#1 11 AT AET C | EEEAAO 1 £ %Asxhe hferGoort plo@r&sdet thd ermand, O EE | |

who had been tunnelling close to the now obliterated British trench near Mount Sorrel itself,
detonated their mines and began an infantry assault with five Battalions with a further eleven in
support behind. Therewas little that the defending British and Canadian forces could do to hold
the line and for some of the defending Canadians this was their first taste of hand to hand combat.
In SANCTUARY WOOitself the Canadians did manage to hold the line, but at a high price in terms
of casualties.

Once the extent of the enemy attack was known the order was given to deploy the Canadian
reserve units located close by [® and 5h Canadian Mounted Rifles, 42 Battalion, Canadian
Infantry], but they were too small in number to be able to mount a successful counterattack and
so were ordered to form a defensive line in whatever trenches and natural terrain they could find.

The Canadian Corps Commander, Lieutena@eneral Sir Julian Byrighen called for more troops
from much further afield, including the Canadian Motor Machine Gun Brigade ant Battalion of
1stCanadian Division so that a counter attack could take place. Unfortunately byd@am on 3d
June, [zero hour], not all the new troops had taken up position and many were caught out in the
open as they made their way to the front and it was not until after.®0am that they were ready
to attack: in broad daylight!

Some of the rocket signals being used to signify the commencement of the attack misfired and so
the various units began their offensive at different times thus allowing the enemy to direct their
fire. Whilst some Canadian soldiers managed to fight their way into the German trenches by
means of bayonet and bullet they were unable to capture and hold them and so fell back to the
start line.

Whilst all the gaps in the British line had been plugged with fresh troops it was vital to all
concerned that the Germans were removed from the positions they had recently capturgtus
denying them an unrestricted view across the salient, the only issue being that more manpower
would be required to achieve this objective. Thus it was that a request was made of Sir Douglas
Haig who had little choice but to agree to more reinforcemes: the result being that additional
artillery units, including two recently arrived from South Africa, together with infantry support
were ordered into the area. The existing units, together with those freshly arrived now had to
cope with rapidly deteriorating weather as they tried to
consolidate their position and prepare for an assault on the
enemy positions.

Medals:

. . . The 1914-15 Star
It was whilst the preparations for this fresh attack were The British War Medal

OAEET ¢ Pl AAA OEAO 0OEOAOA The Victory Medal OAh 0" 6 +4
Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifleswas reported as
Oi EOOEIT C Edoint Aoltbvite$t bf Braniilidek After
AAET ¢ ET OEA OOATHA BByGvashinéverO- AP1 A #1 DOAS

found and presumption of death was declared to be Monday"5June 1916; he was1 years of
age.
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Edwin is commemorated on the Ypres,
(Menin Gate) Memorial in Belgium and also
on the Canadian Virtual War Memorial
which is displayed at the

Peace Tower, Central Parliament Buildings,
in Ottawa, Ontario.

The Canadian Mounted Rifles is perpetuated
today in the North Saskatchewan Regiment.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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1. The attestation paper was a personal information form that
volunteers for the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF)
completed during the enlistment process throughout the First
World War.

2. Major-General Malcolm Mercer CB, GOC 3rd Canadian
Division, stunned and deafened by a shell burst, subsequently hit by enemy fire resulting in a
broken legand was then klled in action by shrapnel. Aged 56He was the highest ranking Canadian
Officer to be killed.Buried in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery.

3. Brigadier-General VAS Williams, wounded and taken prisoner later in the day. He was the highest
ranking Canadian PoW.

4. Lieutenant-Colonel Alfred Shawaged34, OC # Canadian Mounted Rifles, a resident of Calgary,
killed in action at Mount Sorrel, 2d June 1916 As he haso known gravehe iscommemorated on
the Ypres, (Menin Gate) Memorial

5. Field Marshal Julian Hedworth George ByngstViscount Byng of Vimy GCESCMGMVQ, [18627
1935). Appointed as governor general to Canadaom 1921-1926; he proved to be popular with
Canadians due to his war leadershipReturned to the United Kingdom andserved as the
Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAq 301 eEthdo:-PrEatORidin PEAHHORD &
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https://www.cwgc.org/stories/stories/private-edwin-pitchford-117091-1st-canadian-mounted-rifles-battalion/

Second Lieutenant Arthur Blakeway
PHILLIPS

1/12 t (County of London) Battalion (The Rangers),
The London Regiment

Arthur Blakeway Phillips was born on 15 August 1883, in Hanwood, Shropshire, one of seven
AEE]I AOAT O1 2EAEAOA "1 AEAxAU OEEITEDPO AT A
a master flour miller by trade.

After his education at Wellingtort, around the turn of the century,

Arthur moved to Huddersfield in Yorkshire where he became a Bank
Cashier,and where he remained until the start of his military service.

In July 1915 Arthur came down to London where he enlisted as a
private soldier [No 4679] with the Inns of Court Offices Training
Corps [OTC] completing his attestation papetsat Lincolns Inn on 15
July. Whilst with the OTC he spent
time near Berkhamsted and
Roehampton. It was during this Birth: 15 August 1883
period that he decided to make an Death: 19 June 1916
application for a temporary
commission in The London Regiment. However, in order for o _

this to succeed he needed the recommendation of the Deputy f/vggit:glf;ffb Lo Xx€0
Lieutenant for the County of London, Lat Esher,and this was Religion: CoE
forthcoming in early November 1915.

Educ: Wellington College .

On 11 November 1915 Arthur was discharged to a

commission with the 3/12th Battalion, The London Regimerst taking up his appointment the
following day. This Regiment, founded in 1908, was unusual in that as well as being part of the
Territorial Force, each of its eightyeight Battalions were considered a Corpin their own right.

Shortly after New Year 1916 Arthur left for France to join 1/12 (County of London) Battalion
(The Rangers), The London Regiment who had been there since December 1914.

At some point in the early Spring of 1916 Arthur had been
hospitalised for reasons which remain unclear; the Battalion
had not been engaged in any enemy activity so this might have Medals:

been due to some accident or nowar related illness. When he The British War Medal
re-joined his battalion on 11t May 1916 they were based in St The Victory Medal
AMAND taking part in ongoing training, bayonet fighting, bomb
throwing, sniping and the use of gas.
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By the end of the first week of June the Battalion had arrived in the trenches at HEBUTERNE
where they were taking light casualties through random sniping etc, moving onto SOUASTRE by
first light on 15t Juine 1916 where the men made up various working parties along the line.

On Monday 19 June 1916 Second
Lieutenant Arthur Blakeway Phillips, 1/12th
(County of London) Battalion (The Rangers),
The London Regimentwas killed in action
15 miles south west of Arras as a result of
ballistic trauma, most likely the result of a
sniper. He lies buried in Hebuterne Military
Cemetery, France and was age®2. In
SECOND LIEUTENANT » _ _
A BLAKEWAY PHILLIPS addition to his own death three of his men

12TH BN, LOND REGT. RANGERS were also killed, with four wounded, one
18TH JUNE 1916 AGE 32 A
later dying.

The London Regiment was disbanded
shortly before WW2 in 1938. It was raised
again in 1993 and today forms part of the
Army Reserve within the Household Division
alongside its regular counterparts of the

BEYOND THE SEA OF DEATH : _ _
- LOVE LIVES ;, Household Cavalry and thdive regiments of

YYES’I'ERDJ‘ TODEY BID f‘m = Foot Guards

1. Contemporaries from his time at Wellington at the time of the 1901 census and who dieid the
War can be found in Appendix 1.

2. The attestation paper was a personal information form that volunteers completed during the
enlistment processwithin the Territorial Force throughout the First World War.

3. 49 Battalions served inthe trenches of the Western Front6 Battalions saw action atGallipoli, 12
Battalions at Salonika, 14fought against the Turks in Palestine, and1l Battalion fought in
Afghanistanand Waziristan with the remainder being home depot training units.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
@®OAOI T OAd 301 eEthgo:-ISEELidiEdnt Ahur Bldéway PHILLIPS
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Lance Sergeant Edward Herbert HOSKINS

1st Battalion, 0 OET A A [(Sbrefsé@ Gghtd
Infantry )

[Listed on the memorial as Staffgt E.P. Hoskins, Yeomanry]

)1 OAOOECAOEITT ET O OEA ) AAT OEOU |
Despite being listed on the original 1920/21 memorialas EP Hoskins, Staff Sergeant, Yeomanry

research of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) records reveals tlmet

individual by that name, or with those initials, perished during the First World War. There isno
evidenceanywhere that such a person ever existed in official military records.

4EA AAOI EAOGO T AT OEITT T &£ w0 (1 OEE1 086 AAAOE ADPDPAA
College magazine. Prior to this, the Hoskins name does not appear in any surviving editions of the
magazine, whether interms of sporting achievements, exam success, or other activities. The brief

obituary in the 1916 edition lists his rank as Staff Sergeant, but doest reference the Yeomanry

regiment, which would later be associated with his name on the memorial. The article also notes

that he was among the earliest students to be educated at the schaolp Y ¢y 16 O Zapdy wmd OY
mentions his brother or brothers as having been educated there also

00T AAOO T £ %l EI ET AOGET 1

In total, ninety-six soldiers with the surname Hoskins lost their lives during the war. By excluding

those outside the appropriate age bracket, those who died outside the year 1916, and those from

the Dominions, the list was narrowed down tawelve possible candidates. The estimate agreed

upon with Mervyn Joyner someyearsaghl AAAA (1 OEET 66 AEOOE AOI O1T A »p
him eligible for deployment, most likelyas a senior NorCommissioned Officer. Although none of

OEAOA OxAl OA ET AEOGEAOAI O OAOOAA ET A 9AiT i1 AT OU O/
suggested there was a tentative connection to this branasf the armed forcesearlier in his life.

# OEOAOEA & O ) AAT OENEAAOQEIT 1

The search focused on finding an individual who met several criteria: of the right age (mid to late

30s), killed in 1916, had at least one brother, a connection to the Yeomanry if possible, and a

father who was likely selfemployed and affluent enough to #ord private education. Afamilial
link to Shropshire would be considered an additional point of relevance.

#1171 Al OOET14d ) AAT OENEAAOQOEIT 1T &£ %AxAOA (
After extensive research and eliminating numerous possibilities, the name that emerged as the

most likely candidate was Lance Sergeant Edward Herbert Hoskins of the Rattalion, Somerset

Light Infantry. He was killed on July %, 1916, at the age of 36, and is buried at Redan Ridge

Cemetery No. 2, Beaumont Hamel, France. His parents were William Parish Hoskins and Jane
Hoskins. Edward was born on July 28 1879, fitting the estimated timeframe for EP Hoskins.
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His brother, William Marrian Hoskins, was born on May 20, 1875, and passed away in 1949.

Their parents had married in 1874. William Parish Hoskins, born in 1852, was set¢imployed and

owned a bed frame manufacturing business in the West Midlands. He died in 1908 at the age of

56. Jane Hoskins was from Claverleyshropshire, close to Bridgnorth, and died in 1918. One of

OEA EAIT EI UBO EI OOAI AEAO EAEI AA £OT 1T #1 AT AOOU -1C¢

The Yeomanry reference likely pertains to the West Somerset Yeomanry, which became part of
the Territorial Force in 1908 following various regimental mergers and reorgarsations after the
Boer War. Eventually,and more importantly, it was incorporated into the Somerset Light
Infantry.

The 1891 census records show both Edward and his brother living at home with their parents,
rather than appearing in the College census returns as might be expected. However, other pupils
who fell in WW1 are also missing from the college census recordsf the period, so thisis not
viewed asadisqualifying factor.

&ET Al 1 OOAOQOI AT O

While it is not possible to confirm with 100% certainty that Edward Herbert Hoskins is the
individual commemorated as EP Hoskins, the overwhelmingody of evidence strongly supports
this identification and his inclusion in the list of the fallen.

This is his story.

Edward Herbert Hoskins was born in Solihull, Warwickshire on 28 July 1879 to William Parish

Hoskins and his wife Jane Hoskins [neé Perry] from Claverley, Shropshitte third of four
children.

. T OEET C EO ET1x1 AAT OO wAxAOA8O OAEITI1 TEEA AO (
TTO0 OOOOEOAA8 | #FOAO 1 AAGET ¢ OAEIT1 EA AEA ODPAT A
inthe care of hiselderbrotherEl 1 1 T xET ¢ OEAEO /£’ Qighlk iBkd@ydhathdhadE ET p

some form of military service within the Territorial Force prior to the outbreak of war in 1914
which would explain the Yeomanry connection.

We do know from the records that he arrived in France onst
December 1914 within a party of reinforcements for the

Medals: . . . -
Tfe a1§14_15 Star Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry. Battalion war diaries seldom
The British War Medal i AT OETT OEA TAIiAO I £ 1 OAET AOU Ol 1 AE

The Victory Medal they have distinguished themselves on the field of battle.

We can be sure that he took part in various skirmishes and trench
warfare during his eighteen months on the front line. The
activities of the troops on that first Christmas of 1914 received much publicity afterwards with
talks of local truces and football matches. The following is an extract from the battalion war diary
for Christmas Day 1914.
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There was much sniping in the trenches last night by both sides. Germans opposite us brought up
their Regimental Band and played theirs and our National Anthems followed by "Home Sweet
Home". A truce was eventually arranged by the men in the trenches.

During the morning, Officers met the German Officers half way between the trenches and it was
arranged that we should bring in our dead who were lying between the trenches. The bodies of
Capt CC. MAUD, Capt RC.ORR and 2Lt S B.HENSON were brought in, also those of 18 NCOs and
men. They were buried the same day. The Germans informed us that they had captured and
wounded an Officer and this was thought to be/2t K. G. G. DENNYS, who commanded one of the
attacking Platoons of B Coy on the #9December.

There was a sharp frost last night which continued during the day and the weather was very
seasonable. Not a shot or shell was fired by either side in our neighbourhood and both sides walked
about outside their trenches quite unconcernedly. It afforded aapd opportunity for inspecting
our trenches by daylight. The enemy's works were noticed to be very strong. A very peaceful day.

Throughout the winter of 1914-15 the battalion was in PLOEGSTEERT WOOQDeing almost
continuously in the front line. On December 19 1914 an unsuccessful attack was made to
improve the position, and many valuable lives were lostThe remains of the officers and men
referred to above werefrom that engagement.The battalion remained atPloegsteert Wooduntil
April 1915.

Shortly afterwards the Division left Belgium for the South, and on Augudst 1915 relieved the
Frencharmy in front of BEAUMONT HAMEL. A period of comparatively quiet trench warfare was
spent in this sector until early in 1916, when the Division came out of the line for training in the
neighbourhood of Beauval.

The First BATTLE OF THE SOMME the attack on BEAUMONT HAMEL, ¥t July 1916.

There was an aehoc arrangement thatten per centi £ OEA | AZEAAG@®itQtodAT ET O
action and moved back to the reinforcement camp at BertrancourtOn this occasion little or no

DOl OEOCET 1T xAO T AAA &I O 1 AAGET C 100 1T &£ AAGET T 1 A/
Battalion in case of heavy casualties. A few months later definite orders were very wisely issued

defining exactly what officel© AT A . #/ 60 OET OI A AA T AEO 1060 1T £ A
CO or second in command, two Company Commanders, and two Comp&aygeantMajors. The

result was that even after the heaviest casualties there was always a nucleus on which to reform.

The attack was intended to take place on June 28but owing to the heavy rain it was postponed
until July 1st. At 10 p.m., on June 3Q the Battalion marched out from MAILLYMAILLET to its
position of assembly in trenches dug in the area enclosed by Vallade Trench, Borden Avenue and
Roman Road.

What happened during the action is best described bilajor Vivian Majendie?, who assumed
command of the battalion later that day.

July 1st was fine and warm. After an intense bombardment a large mine was exploded
under the Hawthorn Redoubt at 7.20a.m. Fortunately the Battalion had very few
casualties while waiting in the assembly trenches, and all ranks were in the highest spirits,
eagerly looking forward to zero hour. At 7.30 a.m. the attack was launched. Thet11

Brigade advanced in magnificent style, and the formations were accurately kept.
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The Battalion advanced on a one company frontage in four lines, each line in lines of
sections. The 1st advance started excellently, and the enemy barrage was not severe. Very
soon, however, heavy rifle and machine gun fire was opened from both flanks. ThieEast
Lancashires and thelst Hampshires were unable to get beyond the enemy wire.

The Battalion was forced to swing to its left, owing to the rise in the ground, which it
should have crossed, being swept by machine guns and quite impassable, and found itself
in the German trenches in the neighbourhood of the Quadrilateral. The Warwicks the

left appear to have gained their objective, but were unable to hold on there.

The 4h Division was greatly handicapped by the 3% Division being unable to make any
progress in front of SERREaNnd by the 29 Division on the right being unable to capture
BEAUMONT HAMEL

It is impossible to give a detailed account of the fighting that ensued, but the situation
after the first two hours was that men of various battalions in the Division were holding
part of the Quadrilateral, and were engaged in a fierce grenade fight. Bideere our men
were back in the trenches from which they had started. Owing to the very heavy casualties
and the small number of survivors from this action, it was extremely difficult to discover
exactly what happened in the first few hours of the battle. I80 the appearance of the
ground had greatly altered owing to the prolonged and intense bombardment by our
artillery; whole trenches had been blotted out, and it was a matter of the greatest difficulty
for any individual to locate his exact position.

It is worthy of note that during the morning a report was received at Divisional H.Q. from
an aeroplane that men of the Battalion had reached their objective, and were in Munich
Trench. If this report was accurate, it is improbable that any of these eveeturned.

Our men in the Quadrilateral were for some time severely handicapped by a shortage of
grenades, but a supply was subsequently sent across mainly owing to the gallantry and
good leadership ofRegimental Sergeant MajorRSM] E.Paul, who was in charge of the
carrying party. By this time the only officers left with the remnants of the Battalion were
Captain A. J. Harington, M.C., and Lienaint. G. C. V. Greetham. Both these officers left
wounded about 1.30 p.m., and Quopany Sergeant major [CSM{happell was hen in
command of our men in the German trenches.

Quite early in the attack the six commanding officers of the Brigade became casualties,
and after Brigadier-General Prowse was wounded, the Brigad®lajor, Major Somerville,
took command. About 4.30 p.m. the officers who had been left out of action arrivadour
original front line trenches, and took command of the survivors, who had been collected
and re-organised in the assembly trenches biRSMPaul.

After dark those men of the 1% Brigade, who were in and around the Quadrilateral, were
relieved by the Royal Irish Fusiliers, and withdrew to our own lines. Later in the night it
was decided to evacuate the small portion of the German trenches that remained in our
possessionand by dawn on Julyr2the British line on this part of the front was exactly the
same as it had been before the attack

[60]



Orders were received about 10 p.m. for the ¥ Brigade to move back into Divisional
Reserve in MaillyMaillet, and the line to be held by tha. 0t and 12 Brigades. The losses
of the Battalion were exceedingly heavy. With the exception of the Medical Officer, Captain
Acland, and Seend-Lieutenant Marler, [Brigade dump officel], no single officer, including
those in charge of carrying parties, who formed up in the assembly trenches remained for
duty at the end of the day.

The Commanding Officer.ieutenant-Colonel Thicknesse and the Adjutant, Captain Ford,
were both killed beforenoi AT 80 1 AT A xAO OAAAEAAS

4EA "AOOAT EI T80 AAOOAI OEAO xAOA co 1T AEFEAARAOO .
Brigadier-General Prowse, who came out to France with the Battalion and later
commanded it, was mortally wounded and died shortly afterwards.

There is little more to add about this attack, which was a complete, but a glorious, failure,
and in many ways as creditable to those, who took part in it as many subsequent
successes. By the light of experience gained later, there is little doubt that tleek of a
creeping barrage, which at the time had not been evolved, allowed the Germans to make
full use of their numerous machine guns, and accounted to a great extent for our lack of
success. The importance of systematically dealing with the German dagts as the
advance proceeded was not at the time thoroughly realised: there were several instances
of Germans emerging from their dugputs after the British had passed, and firing into their
backs.

The following day, July 2 was devoted to replacing deficiencies of equipment and
reorganising the Battalion. The ten per cent reinforcements rejoined.

Lieut.-Col. J. A. Thicknesse was buried on the evening of July 3rd, in the Military Cemetery,
close to the Sucrerie

Lance3 AOCAAT O %AxAOA (1T OEET O xAO ETEOEAI T U 1 EOOAA
later that day but upon recovery of his remains sometime lateA T T £FEOI AA AO OEEI 1 AA
was buried close by.

In the Spring of 1917, when thdines had moved forward the task of clearing the battlefields

AARCAT 8 ' OPT O xAO AEI OAT O1 OEA 171 OO0OE 1T &£ OEA OEI
2 E A C A 6 Théd\REGM @ gréup of British frontline trenches of 1916.It contains the remains

of over 250 casualties of the war, of which over 100 cannot be identifiedll of those buried here

fell, with one exception[Private CGW. Slater] onJuly 1stand November 1916

Private Slater, ®t Battalion, Lancashire Fusilierswas killed on 28h June 1916before the opening
stages of the Somme battlePrior to the reinternment in 1917 the remains of Private Slater and
Lance Sergeant Hoskins were discovered goined so as to make distincseparateidentification
impossible: therefore they were reburied in a single marked grave which can be seen in the
photograph, front row, seventh from the left.
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission

1. SecondLieutenantK. G. G. &€nys survived the warand went on to be the Commanding

Officer of the 10 Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry in World War 2. On 7 November
1942 the battalion was reconstituted as7t (Light Infantry) Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment Post war reductions and amalgamations resulted in théattalion being
reformed as the 3¢ Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, maintaining to this day the Green
Lanyard and Green Drop Zone flash as a reminder of its Light Infantry origins.

Vivian Henry Bruce MajendieCB DSO was aprofessional soldier and a formidable
amateur cricketer [wicket keeper] for Somerset County Cricket ClultHe ended the war as
CO of the % Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry andwas awarded theDistinguished
Service Order(DSO) in July 1917He was appointedGeneral Officer CommandingGOC)
the 55t (West Lancashire) Infantry Division aTerritorial Army (TA) formation, in 1938

in the rank of Major-Generaland the same year became Colonel of the Somerset Light
Infantry

Heserved from the outbreak of theSecond World Waiin September 1939 until June 1941
as GOC the 85Division, which in late June 1940 was reorganised as an infantry division
and served in the United Kingdom throughout the warBelieved to be too old for field
command, he relinquished command of the 35 Division and became GOG®lorthern
Ireland District in 1941 and served in theWar Officeas President of theNar Office
Regular Commissions Boarfom 1943. He retired from the army, after a career spanning
well over 40 years, in 1946 and ceased being Colonel of his regiment the following
year.He becamedeputy lieutenantfor the county ofHertfordshire in 1951. He died in
1960 at the age of 73.

)
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Private Harold Dale KEMBER

16™ (Service) Battalion (Public Schools), The Duke of
#Al AOEACAGO / x1 j-EAAI AOAY

I Iarold Dale Kember was born on ¢ March 1886 in Stoke Newington, London to Harold
Kember and Frances Lydia Kember [née Dale], and the fourth of six children. His father was
a stationer and printer who died in 1910.

After completing his education; being at Wellington in the early years of the new century, Harold
became a solicitors managing clerk and orstlJune 1911 he married Mary Elizabeth Hughes at St
3OAPEAT 860 #EOOAERh 4xEAEATEAI8 ! OiTh *AAE $AIA
two years later on Bt June 1913. He died in 1978 in West London.

On 8h September 1914 Harold enlisted at 24 St. James St,
London as a private solider in 16 (Service) Battalion

Birth: 1 March 1886 j 0OOAT EA 3AEITI10OQqh 4EA $OEA
Marriage: 1 June 1911 (Middlesex Regiment). This was a case of second time
Death: 1 July 1916 lucky as his first attempt, to join the regular army, had
wAOAd +E1C wAxAOA3O beeathwaded some years previously by the Army Medical

Wellington College . Officer who had rejeced him due to bad eye sight.
AECEOD 6 0

\(Neight?gst 1(§’be v v On 30" October 1915 Harold was declared AWOL [Absent

Eyes: Blue without leave] at Peckham Down between midnight that

Hair: Light

day and 800pm the day after, suffering five days confined

Religion: CoE .
to barracks and one days loss of pay for his trouble.

On 17" November 1915 Harold and his Battalion arrived
in theatre with their disembarkation at Boulogne but it
was not long before periods of ilhealth began to blight his life. On 18 January 1916 he was
admitted to No.33 Casualty Clearing Station with diaohrea and two days later was transferred to
99 Field Ambulancé and from there to Lahore British General Hospital, Calais having been
diagnosed with Enteritis and Pyrexia on 28 January.

After discharge from hospital, and not really fit for front line duties Harold was assigned to base
duties in Boulogne but by midMay 1916 was back in hospital in Etaples once again before finally
being discharged as fit on 26 May, rejjoining his Battalion on 8h June 1916 just as they were

making preparations for the®attle of the Sommé

On Saturday 1st July 1916, 29 $ EOEOET 1T h 1 & Medals 80
Battalion were part, were scheduled to attack the enemy The 1914-15 Star
either side of BEAUMONTHAMEL towards the northern end The British War Medal

of the line; with the 16" Battalion supporting the st Battalion The Victory Medal

Lancashire Fusiliers.
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At zero hour,07.30am they went into action from their base in the support trenches and by

10.15am when the roll was taken 3 officers had been killed, 10 wounded, 5 reported missing, 6

I EOOETI ¢ AAI EAOGAA EEI 1 AA8 | £ OEA OI OEA¢nga@ddl EOS p
37 missing believed killed. The survivors, who then took over the front line trenches in the
AUCHONVILLERS sector, amounted to 9 out of 22 officers and 79 outwftal of 689 other ranks

who were on strength at 7.29am: the Battgon had

virtually been wiped out.

At the end of the day Private Harold Dale Kember,

16t (Service) Battalion (Public Schools), The Duke of

#Al AOEACAGO / x1 j-EAAI AOAG 2AC
having been killed in action along with over 19,000

British soldiers, including 2,500 from London. He was

30 years of age and left a widow and young son and

today lies buried in Hawthorn Ridge Cemetery No.1,

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Auchonvillers, Somme, France. He is also

OAI AT AAOAA 11 OEA T AiT OEAIl ET 30 30APEAT 8O #EOOA
years and 1 month previousy.

The Middlesex Regiment was raised in
1787, and following various
amalgamations, culminating as 4 w
"AOOAT Ei T h 1 QAR Was( ‘-‘;
finally disbanded. &

{dd {(SLKSYyQa / KdzZNDKZ ¢

1. AField Ambulance was a mobile front line medical unjinot a vehicle, manned bysoldiers of the
Royal Army Medical CorpgRAMC]

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAd 301 eEthgo:-IPhEatOHabId B IKEMBER
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Second Lieutenant Gerald Barford HORNBY

10 (Service) Battalion, Alexandra Princess of
7A1 AG8O / x1 97T OEOEEOAQ 2

Cerald Barford Hornby was born on 2% December 1896 to Herbert Edwin Hornby and
Beatrice Maud Hornby [née Barford] in Paddington, London the eldeof three brothers. His
father was a dairyman and a director of various milk producing companies.

At his army medical the following day it was noticed that he
had a small variculé on his left side. As it was not believed to
cause any trouble there was no reason to declare him unfit for Birth: 21 December 1896

military service and he was subsequently commissioned into Death: 12 July 1916

the Regiment on 3 November 1914 For the next ten months Educ: Cliftonville College,
or sothey moved between Berkhamsted, Tring and Aylesbury Kent; Wellington College .
before finally moving to Witley Camp, Surrey in August 1915

to prepare for embarkation. Weight: 10st

On 9h September 1915 Gerald and his Battalion left Witley

Gerald was educated at Cliftonville College in Margate before finishing
his studies at Wellington, leaving in thesummer of 1914. Whilst at
Wellington he served in the Offices Training Corps [OTC], leaving with
the rank of Corporal.

On 26h October 1914 Gerald completed his application in Hounslow for
a temporary commission in the military and selected the Yorkshire
Regiment, better known as The Green Howards, as his preferred choice.
Initially he declared himself to be a year older than hactually was but
this was corrected later. It was considered to be a military offence for a
potential officer to knowingly make any dishonest statements on his
application.

(AECEO] uvd wé

and marched to nearby Milford. Here they entrained to

Folkestone from where the troop ships transported them on an overnight crossing to Boulogne,
disembarking the following day. Following a series of lengthy forced route marches and rest stops
they finally arrived, tired and exhausted, in VERMELLES on®2September which was the reserve
area for the forthcoming British assault on LOOS. At 3.15pm on®26eptember the Battalion War

Diary2 notes:

Moved from VERMELLES to attack Hill 70 through village of LOOS. At about 3.15pm the Battn
attacked and reached the first line of fire trenches and supported the 18th LONDON REGT. The
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Battn lost heavily A, C ,D & part of B Coys were on right of SLAG HEAP, near LOOS PYLONS.
Remainder of B Coy across road at CHALK PIT on right of 18 LONDON REGT. During nighthof 26
271 A, C, D & part of B Coys were moved to left of SLAG HEAP and waited during the night to
attack again.

The entry for the next day, 2% September records:

Attack on Hill 70 recommenced. This attack went on all day with varying success, the Battn again
lost heavily, including the Colonel [Col HADOW] and"2in command [Maj DENT] and 11 other
officers killed and wounded. The order to retire was given and the Battn returned to Bivouac near
PHILOSOPHE

The Battalion was withdrawn from the line the following day.

At some point during the afternoon of 28 September Gerald sustained gunshot wounds [gsw] to
his right arm and back which necessitated his evacuation via Rouen/Le Havre on the hospital ship
630 11 AOAx8 AAAE O SeptemBer HelwAssadmittediadi ontioh Genesal
Hospital, RAMCwhere he later underwent an operation to repair his injuries.

On 9h November 1915 he was granted a period of disability leave followed by a period of home
service and light duties. It was during this time that Gerald wrote the following brief letter to
Wellington College, which makes light of the real nature and seriouss® of his injuries.

| have just returned from a brief visit (about three weeks) to France, with a little memento from
the Germans in the shape of a bullet through the arm. It is nothing, but sufficient to lay me up for
a few weeks. My regiment played a prominent part in théttle affair at Loos, and suffered pretty
badly. We attacked late in the afternoon, and | was potted just as it was getting dark in the suburbs
of Loos itself.

In France we got no trenches, and all but marched straight to near Bethune, and at about three
o'clock on Saturday 25th September, we were launched into the attack against Hill 70, which had
changed hands several times that morning, and | think my divisiohad the honour of finally
capturing it.3

Whilst on disability leave Gerald attended regular monthly medical boards at Caxton Hall, London
where he complained of ongoing pain and stiffness in the wound areas. His final medical board,
at Caxton Hall, on 15 January 1916 signed him as fit for light office duties so he moved

temporarily to the 11t (Reserve) Battalion at their camp in Rugeley, Staffordshire.

His own Battalion, still in France, were keen that he r@in them as soon as possible so a medical
board was convened at Rugeley on ¥5February 1916 and Gerald was declared fit for general
service once his latest period of disability leave expiredn 15" May 1916 in the midst of heavy
OAET EA OAOOOT AA OI EEO "AOOAITEITh AOOECT AA
near BRAY20 miles eastnortheast of Amiens.

Gerald had not been back in the front line for long when on 28Vlay bombs, rifle grenades and
shells rained down on them inflicting serious casualties leaving over two dozen soldiers either
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killed or wounded. Apart from a lull in the onslaught the following day, both the 3031 st May
saw a repetition, following retaliatory strikes by the British artillery, and again serious loss of life
was inflicted on the Battalion. It was believed that the German target was in fact the Battalion HQ
which they failed to locate.

On Wednesday 12 July 1916 the Battalion was located in

MAMETZ WOODat which point as a result of enemy shelling Q"ﬁ:i';‘l‘l_ls St
SecondLieutenant Gerald Barford Hornby, 1@ (Service) The British War Medal
"AOOAT ET 1T h T AGAT AOA O0OET AAG The Victory Medal o I/ x1

Regiment was killed in action. He was just9 years old.

The brief description of the action was recorded thus in the War
Diary:

In MAMETZ WOOD. Got the wood quite clear and captured some guns, busy consolidating. The
Battn held the E. edge of the wood from N.E. corner to S.20 a 1.5. The enemy shelling was very
heavy, and caused many casualties including 2nd Lieut HORNBY. Our bordbzgnt heavy in
preparation for attack on 14th.

Gerald is buried in Dantzig Alley British

Cemetery, Mametz, France. He is also
remembered in the Regimental Roll of Honour
kept within the parish church of Richmond,

Yorkshire.

T AGAT AOA O0OET AAOGO 1T &£ 7A1AO
Regiment is perpetuated today in the @
Battalion, Yorkshire Regiment.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

1. A small varicose vein ordinarily seen in the skin; may be associated with venous stars, venous
lakes, or larger varicose veins.

2. Battalion War Diary: WO 95/2156/2 [1915 Sept- 1918 Feb].

3. The attack, according to the official War Diary, took place on the afternoon of Sunday™26
September 1915.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAqd 301 eEtkg0:-ISELidiERNt @ukdldiBdford HORNBY
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Private Harry ESPLEY

1st Battalion, Canterbury Regiment,
New Zealand Expeditionary Force

Harry Espley was born in Lilleshall, Shropshire ont®May 1888, one of at least eleven children
to George Espley and Elizabeth Jane Espley [née Wheeler], his father being a pork butcher
by trade.

Harry was the second of four brothers who were educated
at Wellington, he himself being there between 190D7.

Bifthih9 'V'a%/ 1888b 016 In 1908, following the creation of the Territorial Force in

Death: 17 September 191 April of that year, Harry enlisted with the newly formed

Educ: Wellington College . Shropshire Yeomany with whom he served until June 1911
(AECEOG v6 b when he emigrated to New Zealand.

Weight: 10st JN Lo o s A s
Eyes: Blue He left Englandonthe 24* 01T A pwpp AAT AOA OEA
Hair: Light Brown bound for Wellington, New Zealand. On arrival he found

Religion: Anglican . . .
g g himself work as a farm hand in Amberley, a town located in

the Hurunui District in north Canterbury, on the east coast
of the South Island. It is located on State Highay 1,
approximately 31 miles north of Christchurch.

Whilst working here on 12h June 1915 Harry enlisted in the New Zealand Expeditionary Force

f.: %&Y AT A xAO DI OOAA AO A DOEOAOGA O1T MmMAEAO O
Reinforcements. Whilst his military record shows him as being employed as a fatfimand, it also

records thathewas D01 1 EAEOT O A8&®1 11 AA ET %l Cl AT A

On 9h October 1915 Harry and his fellow soldiers left Wellington, NZ for Suez where they arrived

on 18" November. Here theyremained for some months ongarrison duties, thereby relieving
some of the regular British regiments who were deployed to the Western Front.

On 4h February 1916 Harry joined No.13 Company,siBattalion, Canterbury Regiment, NZEF at
their base at Ismailia, Egypt. They were due to leave for France not long afterwards but were

~ £ X w Z ~ N s 2 2~

Finally on 6" April 1916, with the exception of some first line transport personnel and their
El OOAOh OEA " AOOATEIT AiI AAOEAA 11 OEA OOI 1 POEED
arriving at Marseilles on 11 April and disembarking the following day.

The next stage of their journey to the front involved a tedious and boring 60 to 70 hour train
journey to Steenbecque, three miles soutkvest of Hazebrouck. The terrain and nature of the
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French countryside all around themwas verydifferent to the heat and desert sands of Egypt. On
arrival at Steenbecque they then marched to camp at Morbecque remaining under canvass for
several days until billets could be found to house the men.

The opening attack of the third phase of the Somme battles took place ont1September 1916
although the Battalion was not involved in the fighting from

the outset, rather they had moved the day before to bivouacs
in MAMETZ WOOD from FRICOURT, and were carryin

ammunition and stores to the forward dumps. In the e 115 Star
afternoon they relocated to CARLTONrench, and then as The British War Medal
evening fel, moved further forward towards the enemy to The Victory Medal

WORCESTER, SEAFORTH and RIFLES trenches, situatec
they were between the two roadsconnecting LONGUEVAL
and HIGH WOOD.

The following morning, 16" September 1916 the Battalion was ordered to move forward to the

trench lines north-west of FLERS in preparation for their attack on GOOSE ALLEY that afternoon
subsequently cancelled. Instead they spent the afternoatigging anew trench to join up the right

£l ATE T &£ OEA 7ATTEITCOiIT "AOOAITETT OF EOO 1T x1 OEC
of the FlersLigny Thilloy road.

Here they remained, in front of FLERS
throughout Sunday 17 September being
shelled during the afternoon and all through
the night, during which time Private Harry
Espley, Xt Battalion, Canterbury Regiment,
NZEF was killed in action. He was&years of
age. His body was never found and so is
commemorated on the Caterpillar Valley (New
Zealand) Memorial, Longueval, France. He is
also remembered on the Shropshire Roll of
Honour.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Caterpi"ar

Valley Cemetery contains 5,569 burials and commemorations
of the First World War. Of these 3,796 burials are unidentified
but there are special memorials to 32 casualties known o
believed to be buried among them.

On the eastern side of the cemetery is the Caterpillar Valley 'DOHRMANN E.W
[New Zealand] Memorial which commemorates over 1,200f BNONGNVAN (1L

officers and men of the New Zealand Division who died in th \ '
Battles of the Somme in 1916, and who have no known grave ELLIOTT J. A

5 REN
among them Harry Espey. ?j;T\ J. .

This is one of seven memorials located in France and Belgiu
to soldiers who came 12,000 miles from New Zealand to die on the Western Front and whose
graves are not known. The memorials are all in cemeteries chosen as appropriate to the fighting
in which they died.
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(AOOUG O UT OT CAO @wjsénedada grivaté foldier with B (SAruice) Battalion,
4AEA +ETCBO j3EOI POEEOA , ECEO )1 £AT 60UQ Al 11T COEAA
Espley died in Shrewsbury in 1966.

On 6" November 2004, the remains of an unidentified New Zealand soldier were exhumed from
Caterpillar Valley Cemetery by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission [CWGC] and
entrusted to The Realm of New Zealand at a ceremony at the Longueval Memorial, France and,
with full military honours, were subsequently laid to rest within the Tomb of the Unknown
Warrior, at the National War Memorial in Wellington, New Zealand.

On 22d April 2015 in Amberley, New Zealand, Private Harry Espley, along with 63 of his fellow
comrades from the adjoining townships, who made the ultimate sacrifice during the wawere

OAT Al AAOAA xEOE OEAEO TAI AO I OAGAO O1 AA EADPO
Hurunui District Council offices near to the statue of Captain Charles Upham, VC*.

The Canterbury Regiment is perpetuated today in The Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI 1T OAd 3 0I eEatihkdo:-PhEatHaky EEAEY AT 8
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KENDRICK

Second Lieutenant Haden Mostyn

12 Reserve Squadron, Royal Flying Corps

Haden Mostyn Kendrick was born on 10 June 1891 in Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, the
only son of Henry Haden Kendrick and his wife Annie Mostyn Kendrick [née Roberts]. A

younger sister, Irene was born in 1895.

Haden was educated at Wolverhampton Grammar School

followed by Wellington College which he left in 1908. He was

OEAT AOOEAI EEO ZAAOEAO080 £EEC
exams in 1913, later qualifying on 18 December at the age of

22. Whilst a law student in 1911 he spent part of his time in
Londonandlivedin lodgings in St. Marylebone.

Following the outbreak of the War Haden enlisted as a private

soldier in 1/5th Battalion, The South Staffordshire Regiment at

7A1 OATl 1 h 30AEAI OAOEEOA xEAOA EA x
[Old Boys] along with a number of his friends from his time at
Wolverhampton Grammar, applying for a temporary

commission the following month.

By January 1915 Haden

was serving with his
Regiment in Saffron Walden prior to their leaving for France
on2di- AOAE pwpu 11 OEA 6% DOA
A (AOOA OEA Aii1l1i1xEIC AAUS
AE A1 AtBMaich whifstestationed in the Ypres salient. For a
brief period of time his knowledge of foreign languages
allowed him to act as an interpreter to the Battalionfollowing
which he spent several months in the trenches.

However, towards the end of June 1915 he was taken ill anc
hospitalised in France before being evacuated back to Englanc
IT OEA ET OPEOAI OEED 03038

Southampton on 110 July 1915.

Birth: 10 June 1891
Death: 18 September 1916

Educ: Wolverhampton
Grammar (1901 -05);
Wellington College .

(AECEOYG uvd xeo
Weight: 9st 11Ibs

Eyes: Brown

Hair: Light

Religion: CoE

)AT AAOE
EO AT T

YA EA .

A medical board convened on 28 July 1915 stated:

..under treatment in France for influenza, acute dyspepsia & bacilluria infection of the bladder. The
indigestion at times was violent with severe pain after food in the pit of the stomach often relieved

by vomiting.

[71]



In the opinion of the examining army doctor this illness was caused by the conditions he had
experienced on active service. He was then given a minimum of 6 weeks leave and transferred to
the depot based 3/5h Battalion, The South Staffordshire Regiment.

A medical board convened at Grantham, Lincolnshire on 25September showed signs of

Ei DOT OAI AT O AOIOPOVEOI | ZKEDEODPADOEA O TA&Ediwbd AOAA A
month the board noted that Haden was still enfeebled and weakith an irregular heart beat, and

could only be considered fit for light duties at home. A month later in November 1915 Haden was
readmitted to hospital in England and declared unfit for any kind of duties and placed on a further

period of leave.

By the New Year the situation had improved and as he was no longer complaining of any

OUi BOT I O xAO PI AAAA 11T A 111 0EB6O nEdbiudky 1MBDOEAAS
Derby, where the 3/5h Battalion was by then located, he was fully recovered from Dyspepsia &
Bacilluria and passed fit for return to active dutyalthough he never returned to France.

As a means of ensuring his health would not suffer once agai
Haden felt he could continue to serve his country via other means
and escape life in the trenches and so applied to join the Roya Medals:

Flying Corps. Whilst life might have been just that little bimore The 1914-15 Star

. . . . . The British War Medal
pleasant it was certainly no less dangerous in the flying machines  1.¢ victory medal

of the day. The Wright Brothers had only completed their first
powered flight in 1903 in North Carolina with Blériot crossing the

English Channel in 1909.

With his transfer effective in July 1916 Haden soon gained his
wings and mastered the art of flying, both solo and dual, at
Thetford and Huntingdon. On Monday 18 September 1916
SecondLieutenant Haden Mostyn Kendrick, 12 Reserve
Squadron, RFC, took off from Thetford on a solo training
flight in his aircraft, a Maurice Farman Shorthorn A2440
[A2440 MFSH] and collided with a tree whilst flying too low
when he met his death. He was 25 yesrof age. The
subsequent enquiry delivered a verdict of accidental deh with his Flight Commander, Captain
Gordon Elliott, RFC, stating

that at the time Lieutenant Kendrick went up there was a fairly strong wind but he considered the
officer had had sufficient experience to go up. He was quite one of the keenest officers | have had,
and | am sure would have made a firstlass pilot, and hs death will be a loss to the Flying Corps.

He flew very low and it was the opinion that the accident was caused through the machine hitting
the top of a tree. It was further stated during the enquiry that the engine and controls were in
perfect order. Death was caused by dislocation of the neck.
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A military escort of his brother

officers and airmen from the

squadron brought hisremains

back to  Wolverhampton
where he was buried with full

honours at Penn Fields (St.
Philip) Churchyard, in

Staffordshire. Haden is also
remembered in the official

Wolverhampton  Roll  of

Remembrance of those who

died in the First World War,
held in the city archives.

=

LSRR

Yar

The Royal Flying Corps, along with the Royal Naval Air Service, merged together to form the Royal
Air Force on Xt April 1918.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAqd 3 0OI EtRdgro:-ISEELicEEFant MalldénIMAstyd KENDRICK
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Private Roland Creswell MORGAN

1/2 nd (City of London) Battalion (Royal Fusiliers), The
London Regiment

Roland Creswell Morgan was born in Crescent Cottage, Wellington, Shropshire, onh2Rily
1891 to Edmund Thomas Morgan and Edith Morgan [née Green], the eldest of four siblings
comprising two boys and two girls.

After his education at Wellington College, between the years
1905-07, he left to become an apprentice to his father in his

Birth: 28 July 1891 drapery business. At some point in time between the census
Death: 24 September 1916 date of April 1911 and the outbreak of the war Roland was
Educ: Wellington College . living and working in London for he had joined the 1/2d

(City of London) Battalion (Royal Fusiliers), The London
Regiment, part of the Territorial Force.

In Westminster on the day ofmobilisation, 4th August 1914
the Battalion was ordered to carry out guard duties on the AmesbuySouthampton dock railway
where they remained until 4" September when they left Southampton bound for Malta.

Their arrival on the island on 14h September thus enabled the regular battalion on garrison

duties to leave for France where it was urgently needed as part of the British Expeditionary Force

F" %&Y8 211 AT AGO OEI A OEAOA xAO OAOEAO OEIT OO 1 EO/
required in France leaving on 24 January 1915, arriving in Marseilles 4 days later. Following a

tiring train journey, followed by a brief period of rest, they arrived on the front line east of
ARMENTIERES where they remaieuntil June.

4EA "AOOATETT860 1TAG0 DPAOET A T &£ £OITO TETA AOOU
served at HOOGE, SANCTUARY WOOD and ZILLEBEKE. ®O@ddber 1915 the Battalion

became part of 24 Division and served on the MESSINES RIDGE, remaining there until 9
February 1916 when they came under the command of the newly formed %6(1st London)

Division on the Somme.

30t June 1916, the eve of the commencement of tid@attle of the Sommé saw the Battalion in
HEBUTERNE which was a farming village situated about 15 miles soutlest of Arras. For the
majority of the war this village was right on the front line of the Western Front, with the allies
entrenched on the eastern side. Opposing ¢im, and occupying the village of GOMMECOURT some
800 yards beyond was the might of the Imperial German Army, with whom they were about to
engage the following day. This would be a bgipm of fire like no other for Roland and his fellow
Londoners.
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Final orders were then given late that night and the various London Battalions moved into

position in the assembly trenches, being the old French trenches east of the Fonquevillers road in

readiness for Zero hour, set for 7.30am,s0July 1916. One sergeant and twentgight men from

OEA " AOOATEIT xAOA AAOGAEI AA AO O" AOOI A o1l EAAS
AiiiO6l EAAOETI]T OOAT AEAOG AT A OAAA obwar[Fol/Fguati®OA CCl A ¢
one sergeant andfifteen men was also asigned to duty in the trenches during the attack.

At 5.00am on Bt July the men were issued with hot pea soup and the Battle Police and PoW guard

moved into their respective positions. By 5.30am with the Germans suspecting something was

afoot they rained down heavy shell fire onto the assembly trenches but fortunately é¢hBattalion
OOOO0AET AA 11 AAQIOneI biokeAcdsd 'AD ©OFAL ATAODAA OAT EO 1 A
opened fire on the German linesnaintained at the maximum rate for 65 minutesconsuming vast

guantities of shells with a numberof the artillery pieces overheating and cracking in the process.

At 7.16am the British discharged smoke grenades in readiness for the assault whilst all the while
incoming fire from the enemy was continuing unchecked. By 7.25am the smoke was so dense
along the whole of the front line the British were able to move forwat under its cover.

At 7.30am, what was termed theBattle of the Somméentered the history books, as the 56
[London] Division launched, what was classified as a diversionary attack, on GOMMECOURT as
part of the Somme offensive.

I OOEI 1 AOU 1T EAOAA mOT I ATAIiUBO &£OITO 1 ETA OQUOOAI R
excellent formation, and enemy opened barrage fire on all our trenches. Nevertheless our troops

OAAAEAA AT AT U0 OOAT AEAO x Edcbife Ghris in BAMMWECBUARRABK Of Al 1
opened fire. The enemy manned his parapet in places, but his rifle fire was ineffective.

"U pp8omAi OEAU EAA [ AT ACAA O AAPOOOA ym 01780
severe counterattacks gradually forcing the British soldiers out of their third line as stocks of
bombs were practically exhausted.

At 1.30pm there was total communication breakdown with volunteer runners being required to

take messages back and forward and urgent requests for reinforcements were made. By mid
AgEOAOTTT1T OEA AAOOAI OU OT11 xAO AlaknplasEdlgiitsEECEAO
officers. By dusk, the survivors who had waited it out in the daylight hours, began to make their

way back to the British lines and after nightfall teams were sent out to retrieve any wounded: the

dead were so many they were left whez they fell. By 9.45 pm with ammunition stocks on both

sides having been seriously depleted the artillery fire had all but ceased.

10.00pm, the adjutant later recorded in the diary;

31117 AAEROAOxAOAO OEA AT AT U xAOA OAAT ET &%w22%4 O
DAOIi EOOETT -8/860 1 &£ 1060 "AOGOI AT A ,828"8 ¢,11AI]
GOMMECOURT ROAD with stretchers and got in about 45 wounded, the enemy &awihg their

trenches for the same purpose. This truce lasted about an hour and was honourably kept by the
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enemy, who gave us ten minutes warning to get back to
our trenches at its expiration and sent over shells behind
us to help us do so quickly! Some of the wounded lying

Medals:
near the German wire stated that the Germans had come The 1914-15 Star
to them in the night and given then coffee. The British War Medal

The Victory Medal

On 3d July the Battalion was withdrawn from the line and
billeted for the night in Fonquevillers and Coaster and the
next day they received congratulations from their superiors on their good work and gallantry.
The attack on Gommecourt turned out to be a catastrophic disaster, with overwhelming numbers
of London soldiers killed, wounded or missing: Roland however had suwred to tell the tale. The
only crumb of comfort was that the attack had succeeded in holding the Germans so they could
not re-inforce the line further south. For the Battalion itself the loss on the first day of some 12
officers and 241 other ranks was light when compared with an overall 2,500 Londoners in a
British total which exceeded over 19,000 across the front!

By the end of the war in 1918 the village of Gommecourt had almost been obliterated as a result

I £ OEA OET T ATAA EO AT A EOO OAOGEAAT OO EAA AAAT OO0
completely rebuilt from the ground up as a lasting tribte to those who had fought and died here.

On 9" September 1916 the Battalion had moved into trenches in and around FLAFEMONT FARM

from ANGLE WOOD, a distance of about 1000 yards in artillery formation with only 1 casuattg

AOG Oi bpi AU OEAEO PAOO ET OEA O"AOOI A 1T &# mET AEUS
(City of London) Battalion, had to be substituted at the last minute to act as support to the 15

(City of London) Battalion (London Rifle Brigade), [LRB], the original support Company being

pinned down as any movement by tAi xT O1 A EAOA OAOOI OAA ET EAAOU
Company itself sustained heavy losses once it had gained a foothold in the NE corner of LEUZE

WOQOOD.

The Company was then ordered to bomb up the TRENCHE de COMBLES and during this process

OEA 1 AO0O OAT AETETC | £Z£ZEAAO0O xAOA EEITAA 10 EITEC
Company SergeanMajor [CSM]. The overall attack on the TRENCHE de COMBLAS8d due to

the number of casualties sustained and the battle weariness of the survivors. AD6pm on 10h

3APOAT AAO O0"86 #1 i PATU xAO 1T OAAOAA O 11 OA EOT I FE
position as its sister Company, it too suffering théoss of all its officers and sustaining heavy

casualties. Later that evening sharp eyed observers in the British lines saw preparations for a

German counterattack but this was successfully repulsetdy the British artillery with heavy loss

of enemy life. Once it was dark the Battalion was withdrawn from the line and returned to their

bivouacs, where on 1% September the Companies were rormed as far as was possible under

the circumstances.

On 18" September 1916 the Battalion took over its position in the line from the 1/9 (County of
London) Battalion (Queen Victoria's Rifles), [QVR] in the LEUZE incline and spent the next few
evenings digging a new advance trench under the cover of darkness. This turned out to be a slow
process as the overall health of the mehad suffered due to exhaustion and long spells in the
trenches, coupled with enemy shelling by day and night by high explosive [HE] and/or gas.
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It was during one such attack on Sunday 24
September 1916 that Private Roland Creswell Morgan,
1/2 nd (City of London) Battalion (Royal Fusiliers), The
London Regiment met his death at the age of 25. He
now lies buried in the Combles Communal Cemetery
Extension, Somme in France.

The London Regiment was disbanded shortly before
WW2 in 1938. It was raised again in 1993 and today
forms part of the Army Reserve within the Household
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Division alongside its regular counterparts of the
Household Cavalry and the regiments of Foot Guards.

1. 49 Battalions served in the trenches of the Western Front, 6 Battalions saw action at Gallipoli, 12
Battalions at Salonika, 14 fought against the Turks in Palestine, and 1 Battalion fought in
Afghanistan and Waziristan with the remainder being home depotaining units.

2. Battalion War Diary: WO 95/2960'1 [1915 Nov- 1919 Apr].

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAq 301 feEtkREo:-IPdEatOEblANd Aadwell MODBGAN
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Second Lieutenant Alec Edmund Stuart
HODGSON

2nd Battalion, The York & Lancaster Regiment

lec Edmund Stuart Hodgson was born in Headingly, Yorkshire, ot Beptember 1898 to
Marion Helen Hodgson [née Knight] and her husband Edmund John Hodgson. Another child
did not survive past infancy.

300A00860 ~ZAOEAOBO 1T AAOPAOGEIT xAO
mother taking up the position of Housekeeper and Matron to the

founder of Wellington College, John Bayley in 1901. Whilst

Stuart lived on the premises from the age of 3 he was only a pupil

at the school from 1911-14, associating himself with
productions by the College Dramatic Society and serving in the

Officers Training Corps [OTC] as a Lance Corporal [Acting
Corporal]. He left to study electrical engineeringliving in
Wolverhampton, with the intention of going up to Birmingham

University a couple of years later.

On 23d March 1915 whilst still in Wolverhampton Stuart
travelled north to Roker, Sunderland where he applied for a
commission in the Special
Reserve of Officers with a preference for the York and Lancaste
Regiment. He appears to have deliberately omitted his date of
birth from his handwritten application, although a date of ™
September 1886 was added by another hand at a later date, an
then later still the year 1896 in a circle! As Stuart was under the Educ: Wellington College .
age of 21 the form required the countersignatureof a parent,
and it was his mother who performed this task. Proof of birth
was a firm requirement for an officer candidate and they were
required to submit, either with the application itself, or at a date soon thereafter, an original birth
certificate or a certified copy; the penalty for dishonesty could be quite severe.

Birth: 7 September 1898
Death: 12 October 1916

(EO AAOOEEZEAAOQEIT 1T &£ OCIiTA 11 O0Al AiITAOAOGE xAO A
together with John Bayley himselfx ET  x ®ldd@sAn will do his utmost to succeed and that he
xEl1 AA EEOI AT A CA1T O1 Al AT 1 EEA®

Stuart was subsequently commissioned on 20March 1915 as a probationary Secondlieutenant
into the 3 (Reserve) Battalion, The York and Lancaster Regiment, being the depot/training unit
of the Regiment who at the time were in Roker. Here he remained until his arrival in France on
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12t October 1915 with a posting to the 2 Battalion, one of the two regular Battalions of the
Regiment.

Writing back to his old school towards the end of 1915 Stuart wrote:

We have just come out of the trenches, having had six days in. We have been fairly lucky this time,
and | have not had a great number of casualties. | must say | felt a bit queer when | saw the first
man fall. The trenches are so bad now that we keep ring about every two days. Some, naturally,
are much worse than others, and we went into some where the water was right up to the waist.

We are fitted with gum boots reaching to the thigh, but even then we often get very wet. The winter
is now coming into great prominence. We have had several hail storms, and every night there is a
heavy frost, which makes things rather unpleasant to workas you know we work all night and try

to sleep by day.

He received confirmation of his rank on 8 January 1916 at POPERINGHiEBoving to FORWARD
COTTAGE a few days later. Whilst in the trenches there they were susceptible to enemy shelling
but fortunately the casualties were reasonably light and here they remained until 28January
when they relieved the & (Service) Battalion, The Bedfordshire Regiment [8BEDS] at
BURGOMASTER FARM and CANAL BANK. Onmuary theDeutsche Luftstreitkrafte were

sending over various aircraft on reconnaissance flights proviliC A1 OOEOA OAOCAOO

rifles.

As January turned into February the Battalion was spending its time between FORWARD
COTTAGE and POPERINGHE where, from time to time, enemy aircraft would drop bombs on the
town. The first week of March saw the Battalion billeted in various cellars withintte town of
YPRES which was slowly being destroyed on a daily basis by enemy shell fire, before they moved
to new positions in the RAILYWAY WOOD sectarccupying themselves with night time patrols
and holding the line.

At the end of March they returned to POPERINGHE where they entrained for Calais and some
much needed rest and reorganisation and where they could take part in some spostvimming
in the sea and the Brigade gymkhana whiclvas a great success.

By 16h April Calais was but a distant memory and the Battalion was now back at CANAL BANK
where it was pretty wet and miserable. Sometime over the ¥920 t April whilst the Battalion
was supporting the 8BEDS during an attack in the MORTELDJE salient Stuart was injured to the
extent that he wasrepatriated back to England.

During his period of convalescence he was posted back t¢ 8Reserve) Battalion where he was
able to undertake light duties. Eventually his medical board pronounced him fit again and he

Al

OAOOOT AA O OEA &OiT 10 ET 3ADP@AditdidhO pwpoe DI OOAA

On 8h October the Battalion went back into the line and two days later, together with six Vickers
Machine Guns from the Brigade Machine Gun Company [MGC], was in MISTY TRENCH and the
new support line between the Front Line and RAINBOW TRENCWith various other Battalions
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around them, or in the reserve, they were subjected to heavy shelling and intermittent direct and
indirect Machine Gun fire which continued through the night.

At 7.00am on the following day bombardment of the enemy lines commenced and then continued

OEOT OCET OO 1100 1T /&# OGEA AAU AOO AO o8pubi A O#EEI
consisted of a barrage coupled with heavy artillery fire. After the 10 mintes had elapsed, the
AAOOACA AAAOAA AT A O1T1 Oi Al 8 Ai 1T AAOAI AT O Ai1 OET O/
barrage of their own.

The morning of Thursday 12/ AOT AAO pwpoe OAx OEA OAAT I 1 AT AAT AT C
"AOOI A T &£ ,A 40AT 01 TU8 AU OEA " OEOEOE &1 OOOE ! Oi
the final offensive mounted by the Fourth Army during the 1916 Battles of the Somme, the

outcome of which was considered to be inconclusive.

The adjutant later recorded in the War Diary the events of 2.25pm that afternoon.

Twenty minutes after the advance of the @ Divn on the right, the 2/York & Lancaster Regt
advanced to the assault from the ® Divn front line; the 71st Bde on the left stood fast in CLOUDY
TRENCH.

Immediately an intense machine gun barrage was laid by the enemy on thet1BB. front line. The
first wave advanced a distance of from 50 to 80 yds suffering exceedingly heavy casualties: the
remainder of the battalion not casualties found shelter in shelholes and returned to the original
front line after dark.

A large number of casualties occurred actually whilst the regiment was getting out of the front line
to the assault. Thus of the fifteen officers who went into the line on the evening of thé& 8ctober
only 5 remained.

The Battalion casualties for the day when the roll was finally called amounted to 3 Officers killed
and 4 wounded; Other Ranks 57 killed, 130 wounded and 33 missing.

Initially the official record listed SecondLieutenant AlecEdmund Stuart Hodgson, 2d Battalion,

The York and Lancaster RegimenA O OEEI 1 AA ET AAOEI 186 ¢f+E!Yh AOD

Al AT AAA O1 Oxi1 01 AAAG6h OEOO 1 AAAEhdgitiogal distteésitoA AT T AC
the family which in turn led to various enquiries to determine his fate.

"U Ai AT AET ¢ OEA OAAT OA &EOI i O+E!'38 O Oxi Ol AAAG E
OA1 ACOAI O 300A0060 i1 OEAO AO 7ATTETCOIT #T11ACc

TELEGRAM O.H.M.S. WAR OFFICE, LONDON

To: Mrs Hodgson, Wellington College, Wellington, Salop. Dated 17
October 1916.

REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT 2 LT A.E.S. HODGSON YORK & LANCASTER
REGIMENT WAS WOUNDED I2 OCTOBER FURTHER REPORTS WILL BE SENT ON
RECEIPT. SECRETARY WAR OFFICE
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Receipt of this news at Wellington College prompted Marion Hodgson to reply at 12.54pm orf20
October, receipt being acknowledged by the W.O. telegraphist at 1.00pm the same day!

TELEGRAM WELLINGTON. SALOP

To: Secretary, Officers Cas Dept, W.O, London. Dated 20 October 1916.

ANXIOUSLY AWAITING NEWS OF 2nd LT A.E.S. HODGSON YORK & LANCASTER WHERE
IS HE AND HOW WOUNDED. Mrs HODGSON COLLEGE WELLINGTON SALQP

On the 224 October the War Office wrote to the DeputAdjutant General (Base), [DAG] in France
torequestOOEA DOAOAT O 1 of ZdAHBEdgdon. Bis shilisdqdeht éflyi confirms they
T1T x OACA OAwothded an®iissibgds O

Meanwhile on 24" October 1916 John Bayley had decided that a more direct approach was called
for in determining the fate of his former pupil. He posted a handwritten letter to J.T. Davies,

private secretary to the Secretary of State for War, David Lloyd George, who jusppened to be
a friend, for his help.

You will see from enclosed, that the son of Mrs Hodgson, our matron at the College, and Quarter
master at our private school hospital, was wounded on 12 October, and we cannot get any
further news. Naturally she is in deep trouble. Can you give instruction in the right quarter to
obtain information if possible?

In a few days, | shall be in London again. | wonder if the Minister of War will be too busy to see me
for a few minutes. | could make any time convenient either in the day or evening.

Thanking you in anticipation of an early reply.

I am
yours faithfully
J Bayley

The records do not show whether John Bayley ever had his meeting with Lloyd George.

On the 34 November Marion Hodgson sent another telegram to the War Office for an update as
OEAOA E Adfansiek th my télegram 200c8B {Given the circumstances, the War Office attitude

to next of kin might be considered surprising, but regrettably having read numerous official records from the

war it was not that unusugdlUpon receipt of this latest telegram from Wellington College a reply was

sent to the effect that2d, O ( | As@i@ réportéd wounded and missing #Dctoberd  4irE E O

tumx A0 A& 11T xAA Ob AU Al 1T £FZEAEAI AT 1 £EOI AGEI T £A
Bayley the following day.

The Secretary of State then received another letter from John Bayley requesting to know why,
nowthat2rd, O (1 A C @dndideredOunded antl E O Orisindin@ had failed to appear in
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1916.

O & Novenher 7 A0 /| A

The archives relating to Stuart Hodgson also contain a copy of a letter, dated Mlarch 1917,
dictated by a LanceCorporal B Tonkin, 2d York and Lancs, who at the time of writing was an in
patient at the Military Hospital in Lincoln. The letter does little to clear up the confusion; and was
addressed to a Mr D.D. Robertsdnthe brother-in-law of Marion Hodgson and the uncle of her
son by marriage.

Dear Sir,

Having received your letter dated 3% March5in regard to Sec Lt A.E.S. Hodgson | can only repeat
what | previously stated that there were two waveseach wave consisting of two platoons B. Coy
with Captain Bailey in command. | was told off for the first wave and Mr Hodgson for the second.
The first wave went over the top but never reached their objective (wiped out). We were then
reinforced by the seond wave, we were then close to the barrage when | saw Mr Hodgson hit with
a piece of shrapnel. | draggetiim into a shell hole close by and there stayed with him until dusk
and then helped him back into our front line and asked him if he could manage to the dressing
station and he replied he could manage alright. | then went back to see if | could help anyaise
and the first person | found was Sec Lt Jepson dead and about 15 yards from him was a Pte
Atkinson, blind but still alive. We carried him into the trench. | would like to know if this Pte is a
late L/Cpl, middle aged, tall and rather grey, if so thas the man we carried in, blinded. So that is
all I can tell you and Major Horlingtor§ will make the same statement and in regard to making any
mistake in regard to the identity of Mr Hodgson, | knew him when he was first in Ypres before he
went home as | have been with the Regt all the while, but | believe there was a L/Cpl Hodgson
either wounded or killed in the same battle so | think | have told you all and | should be too pleased
to hear any good news concerning him.

| remain
yours obediently
(Sgd L/Cpl B. Tonkin

I'TT OEAO 1 AOOGAO ET OEA &£EI A AAAOAOOAA O1 -0 21 AAO
20th March 1917, from the Enquiry Department, British Red Crogpaints a somewhat pessimistic

picture. There is however no indication from the records as to when Robertson first became

involved in the enquiries. The letter contains an extract of a report from L/Cpl Tonkin, who at the

time of writing was in a Field Hapital in France, prior to his repatriation to Lincoln.

We followed the barrage going over in the first wave from Rainbow Trench. | was with them; but
we were all wiped out but two. 2d Lt Hodgson led the second wave over, which met practically
with the same fate, he getting very badly wounded in the back by shrapnel, | got him very gradually
into a shell hole, pulled off his equipment and bandaged him to the best of my abilitystayed with
him till dusk® and then managed to get him back to our trenclhsaw nothing of him afteras | went
out again to search dr others.] am afraid he must have been killed on the way to the Dressing
Station, as every effort to trace him has failed.
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4EA 1 AOOAO OEAT ashis®thd fitst réport we itieGebeivérlErdntan €ye witness
we would caution you as taking it in any way as final that2 O (T ACOT 1T The\vulE ET 1 AA 8
however continue with their enquiries.

On 11th April 1917 Robertson wrote to the War Office on behalf of the family. On the basis of L/Cpl

4T TEET 80 OOAOAT AT OO AT A Al1T xETC &£ O OEA EAAO OE
OET AA EEO 1TAPEAx EAA EAAIx AOA DiABd<E AhatGArdretday & OET C&
OAOU O1 00T x £Olandhdy©OZ t Hodyon deECIdDeCFAMIEABBAA EEIT 1 AA

It was also apparent from his letter that when Stuart returned to France following his injuries at

Ypres he left his identity discs behind. These were subsequently found; one had been on his

braces when his kit was lost upon repatriation in April 1916
AT A OEA OAAITA xAO A& O A EI RO ET O
was without his discs his body could never have been positively Medals:

identified raising the possibility that he lies in an unmarked IEZ ;?i:tli;l\?vjrt?/rle o
COAOA AOG O! Oi 1 AEAO 1T &£ OEA The Victory Medal <

(@}
O

The reply from the War Office of 26 April 1917 informed
Robertson that The Army Council would not accept L/Cpl
4TTEET80O0 OOAOCAI AT O AO Ai1TAI OOEOA AOGEAATAA 1T E A/
strengthened it. The Army Council would however acceptr2, O (T ACOI 160 AAAOGE 11
OEA OEI A Al APOAA AT A OEA TdAdkk Q0 ds@avingdliddob @ sincé O1 A A
that dated % Qctpber] with his name being removed from the Army List. Only then did the War

Office express their sincere sympathy to the retaves!

On 28 April 1917 the following internal WO notification appeared:

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

NOT TO BE COMMUNICATED OUTSIDE THE WAR OFFICE

2/Lieut A.E.S.Hodgson 3 d Bn York & Lancs Reqgt.

Reported fAimissing 12 Ovlist@/b0é&x 19160

No further information has been received, and in view of the lapse of

time since he was reported missing his death has now been accepted

for official purpose as having occurred on or since 12 th October
1916.

With this, somewhat perfunctory and formal statement his life was officially brought to its end:
he was 18 years old. With no human remains to bury, Secohieutenant Alec Edmund Stuart
Hodgson, 2d Battalion, The York and Lancaster Regiment is commemorated on the Thiepval
Memorial to The Missing in France alongside the 72,194 other British and South African men, who
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died in the Battles of the Somme of the First World War between 1915 and 1918, and who have
no known grave.

8175, s The York and Lancaster Regiment was raised in
m?' 1756 and disbanded in 1968.

The following tribute to Stuart Hodgson, written
by John Bayley later appeared in the college
magazine.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

My young friend, Seconelieut Stuart Hodgson, 8 Battalion The York and Lancaster Regiment,
who has lived with me since he was three years of age, was killed in action on the Somme, October
12t 1916. This brave lad felt it to be his duty to his country to join the Forces and his equally brave
mother raised no objection when he presented himself at Headquarters and took a Commission at
sixteen and a half years of age! His was one of the grim Béitas which held the infernal Ypres
salient through the awfu winter 1915-16, during which Lieut. Hodgson and another officer were
given a most valuable map of the German Trenches and Machine Guns.

31117 AEOAOXxAOAO EA xAO ET OAI EAAA EIT AR AT A A O 4
Sunderland and Newcastle. In due course he returned to the Front, and in a bold attempt to make

EO AAOCEAO &I O EEO 1 AT O1 AAOAdpéitldby thode whdwbkedOEA OCO
by his side as one of the cheeriest and most encouraging of young officers, that he hardly knew

what fear meant, and was a great credit to the Regiment to which he was attached.

In our School, in our Country and Empire, let us give eternal honour to all these young souls who

1 EEA T U OUI 61 ¢c AEAOCAS EAOA TT AT U &£ O6CEO AT A 11 AI
il OITT A ATUuosd AT A PAOAT OO xET OAI AT AAO - 008 (1 ACC
to her our heart-felt sympathy in the loss of her only son, but we would ask her in this hour of grief

and sorrow, to try to share our feelings of pride in tle great sacrifice she has made.

Eleven mothers and sons are giving their best in the service of God and Humanity. We hate War,
but we prefer War rather than Liberty and Civilisation should be crushed under the heel of
Prussian militarism, and if in this titanic struggle, our brave youndneroes die at the post of duty
we may take comfort in the words of John Oxenham:

7TEAOEAO OEAU 1 EOGA T0 AEARh 3AAZAT U OEAUGI T OAOON
.1 o010l 1T 4&# OeAi OEAIT #ZAEI h 7TEAOABAO OEA PAOON

So my brave young friend Stuart, on the battlefield of France we leave thee, peacefully asleep not
far from many of thine old schoolfellows, and to all of you our last words are:

Farewell! Farewell! Until we meet, as we shall meet again.
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At the time of Stuart's death he was assigned to the 2nd battalion, the 3rd being a Reserve
unit, part of the Tyne Garrison based in Sunderland in whose ranks he served whilst on sick
leave. The army 'paperwork’ never caught up with events, hence the cosfan in the

records.

4EA (TACOIT "ETITTCU OOEUA xAO OAO OP ET 300A00
pupils were the recipient on Speech Day. However, due to lack of funds the prize is no longer
awarded.

1. Contemporaries from his time at Wellington at the time of the 1911 census and who dieid the
War can be found in Appendix 1.

2. Battalion War Diary: W095/1610/5[1916 Jul z 1916 Dec].

3. John Bayley had established a Voluntary Aid Detachment [VAD] Hospital within the grounds of the
OAEIT1 ETIix1 AO OEA 0308 *TET 6!% ! OGEI EAOU (1 ODPE
himself as the Commandant and Marion Hodgson as the Quarter Mast Some of his
correspondence was written on College notepaper and some on VAD notepaper.

4. D.D. Robertson worked for the Grand Priory of the Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem at
their HQ in Clerkenwell.

5. This date is incorrect as the contents of the letter do not sit within the timeline of the other related
correspondence. A date of 3January would be more appropriate.

6. Major [then Captain] Horlington had previously communicated directly with Marion Hodgson in
October 1916 giving his account of the events of that day.

7. The Enquiry Department for Wounded and Missing, part of the British Red Cross and Order of St.
Johnwas based at 18 Carlton House Terrace, Londd@headed up by the Earl of Lucan

8. These words were underlined in blue pencil by the recipient.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAd 301 eEthkdgo:-ISEELiitEdant AdciEdmuind&tuart HODGSON
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Captain Roland Ivor GOUGH, DSO

15th (Service) Battalion (2 nd Birmingham), The Royal
Warwickshire Regiment

Roland Ivor Gough, the youngest of five children, was born in 163 Broad Street, Birmingham,
Warwickshire on 9 March 1896 to Lizzie Gough [née Anderson] and her husband Arthur

Gough who described himself as a butcher by trade.

21 1T AT A

Birmingham),
4EA 27T UAI 7AOxEAEOEEOA
soAAT 1T AA O0A1l 06 AAOOAI EI

Regiment that he was to receive his commission on
7t October 1914.

For the first 12 months of his service life Roland was
based in England learning the basic art of soldiering
in the early part of the 20 Century which it was
hoped would be sufficient to overcome the Imperial
German Army.

In November 1915 the Battalion received its orders
to prepare for embarkation to France. On 20

November 2 Lieut Roland Gough, accompanied by
#1060 AT A

¢ | OEAO 1T £A£ZEAAOOh prmc

ATi 1T ATAAA EEO
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preparatory school in Edgbaston and then in 19143
attended Wellington Collegé where he served within the
Officers Training Corps [OTC] as a Corporal. At the outbreak
of war he was an architectural student studying at the
Birmingham Municipal School of Architecture.

Not long afterwards on 3¥ August 1914 following an
interview in Wandsworth, south London, he filed his papers
for a commission in theSpecial Reserve ofOfficers selecting
the 3d Battalion, The Royal Irish Rifles who, on mobilisation
had left their base in Belfast for Dublin.

For some reason however he later changed his mind and
enlisted as a private soldier within 15" Battalion (2nd

AE A o]

Birth: 9 March 1896
Death: 14 October 1916

wAOAd - EOO
Edgbaston; Wellington College;
Birmingham Municipal School of
Architecture .

(AECEOQ
Weight: 10st 1lb
Eyes: Grey
Hair: L/Brown
Religion: CoE
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their 64 horses, mules and other motorised wheeled transport which formed the advance party
left Codford St Mary, Salisbury Plain and entrained on the 08.15 from Wylye station to
Southampton and thence by ship to Le Havre. The main force followed 24 houlaser and they
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embarked at Folkestone for the sailing to Boulogne and by 22November 1915 the two units had
met up and reformed at BELLANCOURT.

The next few months were spent in the cycle of life infout of the trenches in northern France and
by the 1st April 1916 they were in AGNEAESDUISANS. The weather here was nice and bright
and following the mornings parade they played football in the afternoon, a game which they duly
repeated the next day after the obligatory Sunday church service.

At9.40amon 3 April,21T 1 AT A 1T OCEh AU T1x DPOITIT1TO6AA O #ADPC
with 3 other officers left their base to reconnoitre the trenches in Sector K1, ARRAS which they

were about to occupy and so relieve sl Battalion, The Devonshire Regiment. By.80pm the
Al111TxETC AAU OEA T AT EAA AOOEOAA ET OEA TET AR |
itself. The arrangement of having half the Battalion billeted in reserve whilst the other half was

in the trenches, and alternating theéwo, continued for the month before they were relieved [#

Battalion, The Norfolk Regiment] and returned to AGNEZESDUISANSN 21st April.

Here they could revert to more leisurely activities for a while, inspections, parades and training
in the mornings, with sport and recreation in the afternoons. Here too the men were able to have
a change of clothes and bathe; not something one could acgaish in the trenches.

On 27h April they prepared to return to the front with the departure of the Lewis Gun detachment

and aerial reconnaissance overheadavith the rifle companies of the Battalion departing twenty

four hours later. By 11.25pm on 28 April, Roland and his company had duly settled into their

new home, being the dug outs at St NICOLAS, without sustaining any casualties. Here they stayed

until relievedon 2d- AU AU O" 6 #1 | bAddtb bilets in ARBRAS. WhiBtAnGr@ O 1

trenches the men were susceptibleto enemy sniper fire, rifle grenades, with artillery

AT T AACAT AT O Al O CciTA T AAOOOAN A OEOOAOQOEIT OEA |/

On 23t May 1916 the day dawned clear and brighttn enemy attack the previous night on a crater
had been repulsed but it was decided that the time was right to carry out a trench raiding party
for the purpose of gaining intelligence and capturing prisoners the next day. The Battalid¥ar
Diary2 described the events.

2AEA 11 ' Aoi Al OOAT AEAO AU OAI AAGAA PAOOU A&OTI O$i
g . #/ 83 Q vg [ AT KEedEifmh OC kited| CABT RELAGOQIE A O

10pm. Artillery bombardment of enemy front line commenced & raiders were outside our own
wire.

10.5pm. Our artillery barrage lifted over Sector to be raided. parties advanced at steady double
towards enemy lines.

The German wire which had been cut by the T.M Batteries during the afternoon had been renewed
& wire balls had been put in. This held up the right party and whilst cutting their way through the
enemy opened a rapid fire from both firestep & paradds The left party were about a dozen yards
from the German trenches when rapid fire commenced. Several of the leaders were hit & the order
to retire was given. Those who were able regained our own trenches under a murderous fire from
the enemy. It is obviows that the enemy had received warning of the raid by some means & had
made special preparation to meet it.
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Although the object aimed at by the Battn was not obtained, numerous acts of heroism were
performed & the G.O.C. later expressed his admiration for the gallantry & pluck shown & a note
was received from him to that effec& stating that the failure of the enterprise was due to outside
causes & the men were in no way to blame.

2/Lt A.G. FRENCH was reported missing, 2/Lt R.A. WILTON was wounded.

Casualties for day: Killed O.R2, Wounded Off 1, O.R. 18; Missing Off 1, GBR(2 more O.R. were
missing but reported next night, they having remained in a shell hole throughout the dgy.

Roland Goughimself described the action as follows:

To: O.C. 1% BATT R.WAR. REGT
From: O.C. RAID, CAPT R.I. GOUGH

Party consisted of 2¢, EAOOO &2 %. #( !'!8'8 OQ 28! 8 7),4/ .h ¢ . #/
ET O O, &46 0O O02)' (46 DPAOOEAOS

Both parties were assembled with ladders and Trench boards ready to climb over the parapet at

9.50pm. By 10.0pm all but the supporting parties were lying out in front of our own wire.

AT 10.00pm THE ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT BEGAN

At 10.03pm THE PARTIES BEGAN TO CRAWL IN NEARER

At 10.05pm THE BARRAGE LIFTED OVER THE SECTION TO BE RAIDED ON, ONTOLTHIE, 3
AND THE PARTIES GOT UP AND WENT FORWARD AT A STEADY DOUBLE.

RIGHT PARTY Sgt Smith & the first two Bayonet men reached thgap in the German wire and
found that wire balls had been put in it. They were cutting these when the Germans opened a rapid
fire from FIRESTEP and PARADOS. Sgt. SMITH was hit in the chest & left hand and seeing the trench
AOI1T T &£ ' AOI AT O T OAAOAA O2%4) 2 %86

Whilst cutting the wire the first Bayonet man shot a German with his rifle. On retiring one man, Pte
Humphries, got in a shell hole and threw his 8 bombs into a GERMAN TRENCH.

Four men were hit coming back, but managed to get back into our OBSTACLE TRENCH. (Ptes.
&! : %9h "1 22h 452. %2 O '2%%. q8 !11 OEA O2ECEOO6 DPAO

Sgt. SMITH led his party admirably, and, by ordering a retirement, probably saved the whole right
party from being wiped out.

LEFT PARTY Under 2¥0, LT. A.G. FRENCH.

2nd L t. WILTON, who was leading, and the first two bayonet men were 12 yards from the German
Trench, when the Germans opened rapid fire from FIRESTEP and PARADOS.

2nd L t. WILTON, SGT. COTTRELL, and 825 PTE SMITH were hit immediately, Lt. WILTON through
the lungs.

2nd 08 7),4/. OEI OOGAA O'1 /1186 AT A OEA AEEOOO Oxi
parapet, where they were both shot down, Pte BROWN falling into the German Trench.
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been shot immediately because nd 1 A OAx EEI ACAEI 8 4EA 1T OAAO O ¢
Retiring, SGT MASPERO was shot dead in the German wire and Pte Fostemaed just on our

side of the wire.

PTES. RYLEY, FRANCE, GOSSAGE, DENCHFIELD & TIMMLtN&S] to the shell hole into which

2nd |t WILTON and SGT COTTRELL had fallen when they were hit, but getting there PTE
DENCHFIELD was killed and PTE FRANCE wounded. PTE HOLLIS was wounded whilst helping 825
PTE. SMITH who was wounded, back to our trench, but both managed to get back.

After waiting at the shellhole a little time PTE RYLEY managed to drag Lt. WILTON to a shell hole

nearer our lines, and to come back for help. Meanwhile the remainder of the party had fallen back

iT ,08 &2%. #( 63 OODPDI OOET CBSHACOEIBENCH.ILT. KRERGH agkélOO 1 O¢
if Lt. WILTON was back andwhennb T A AT Ox AOAA OAEA O#/-% /. h #/ 20/
1. $ &w4#( ()-80

He and Cpl PURCHASE ran towards the German Trench, and on the way Cpl PURCHASE found Pte
FOSTER wounded, who lead him to SGT. MASPERO who was dead on the German wire, about 20
yards from the parapet.

LT. FRENCH was just in front running about 12 yards from the German parapet, when Cpl Purchase
saw him crumple up and fall onto some low German Wire entanglement. A minute later a bomb
burst a foot from him. Cpl RIRCHASHEhen tried to drag PTE FOSTER in, but he was caught in the
wire, and so CPL PURCHASE came back for help.

In the meantime Pte TIMMINS, who was slightly wounded, in the shell hole, had walked off in the
direction of the German Trench, in the belief that it was ours, despite the efforts of PTE GOSSAGE
to stop him. Of the other two living men in the shell hole, FE FRANCE who had a bad wound in
the right shoulder, was crying for water, and so PTE GOSSAGE came back for some water and help.

Ten minutes afterwards, however, Pte FRANCE managed to struggle into the OBSTACLE TRENCH,
although he was badly hit.

After the raid, the Germans kept up a heavy rifle fire until dawn and continuously threw up Very
Lights which considerably hindered the fetching in of wounded.

7EAT OEA 1 A1 AAT A AAAE ) OO1I PpPAA OEA 1 OOEI T AOU AT
FRENCH & WILTON were still out so | asked Lt. ANDERSQR®&3Coy and Sgt KNIGHT my reserve

N.C.O. to collect the men and have a roll call, and got two men Cpl Purchase and Pte Jacobs a
signaller with a stretcher, and got Pte Ryley to guide me to where he had left LT. WILTON. We got

him on a stretcher, and carried im back to the trench.

7EAT xA ¢i1 6 AAAEh ) ¢i O OI ETTx ETx TATU 1A
to go and search the front for them.

x AOA

—_—)

In this, CAPT HEWSON, Trench Mortar Officer and LT TREMLETT F.O.©O.B#TT R.F.A. were of
great assistance as, without my asking them, they went out in front to look for the men.

| then took CPL PURCHASE, PTE GREAVES, and a stretcher and got Pte RYLEY to guide me to where
he had left the party in the shell hole. Unfortunately he lost his direction, and although we extended
to 5 paces and searched, all along we could not find any me

When we got back, the two live men (one wounded from the shell hole) came in, leaving only two
dead men there. | then had a complete Roll call, with the assistance of lists LTs. ANDERSON &
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JEFFREYS had complied, and sent out PTEs HEWSON & DANCE, to look for PTE MILLS who was
missing.

| then detailed PTE GOSSAGE to lead PTE RYLEY with a rope to the shell hole, to try and drag one

of the dead men back, and myself took CPL PURCHASE, PTE OGBORN & PTE JACOBS with a rope to
try and find LT. FRENCH. We went as close as possible and searchedoand, but could find

nothing of him, nor, by the light of the Very Lights could we see him on their wire, so | am afraid he

must have been taken away by the Germans.

Meanwhile, PTE GOSSAGE had gone faint, so PTE RYLEY started out with a rope to try and find my
party, and, on the way, having lost direction, found PTE FOSTER, whom he managed to drag in by
tying a rope round his feet. He was dead however. (PTE FOSTER)

When we got back, it was getting too light to go out again, so | called a roll, sent the men to-Dug
outs to rest and myself went and reported to BATTN. H.QRS.

| did all | could to get all the men in but | am afraid the Germans must have got in Lt. FRENCH,
before we got there.

On the return of the party to our lines, a bomb, the pin of which must have been loosened in
AOAxT ET C T OAoOh Agbpi 1 AAAh DPOAOGOI AAT U ET OEA 1 A1T80

24/5/16

Roy I. Gough, Capt
/| 8#8 2! )$h O$6 #/-0!.09
15t S. BATTN. ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGT.

Whilst writing his report 4 Gough learned that two of the missing men returned after 24 hours
having hid in a deep shelhole 12 yards from the German parapet. The following
recommendations for awards were made by Captain Gough.

Lt French, MC & MiD
Lt Wilton, MC & MiD
Pte Ryley, DCM

Cpl Purchase, DCM

Sgt Smith, MM

Of those listed only Lieutenant Wilton got the MC due to the raid being classed as a failure! Gough
would have to wait two months before the action in which he was seriously wounded, and which
would a few weeks later lead to his loss of life, find himse#warded the Distinguished Service
Order [DSO].

In his accompanying report to 13 Infantry Brigade, ' T O C E § KeuteéhantColonel Colin
Hardings wrote the following: -

There is little | can add to what | consider and unbiased and accurate report from Capt. Gough on
the raid which took place on the night of the 2® inst. and which | have herewith enclosed.

"AOEAAO OAAT I T AT AAGEITO A& O AEOOET AOGEOGA EIT1 0600

X

AT A xgEOE xEEAE ) AT OEOAI U AiTAOOh ) xEOE O AAA O

[90]



in charge of the raiding party. During the night of the raid he went out from his post in the forward
trench, on three different occasions to bring in wounded men.

1. Accompanied by three of his party and carrying a stretcher he went out and rescued
2nd L t, WILTON from the sheklhole, to which he had been brought by Pte Ryley,
about 40 yards from the German lines.

2. Again, with a small party he went out to rescue three men from a shell hole: searching
for these men in close proximity to the German Lines, but without success.

3. Later with three men, he went out to try and find 2d Lt. FRENCH, but though this party
remained out for nearly half an hour, searching up and down the German wire, their
efforts were fruitless.

These three distinctive journeys were made in the face of a considerable amount of rifle fire, and
peril was added to the work, owing to the fact that it had to be done under a torrent of enemy very
lights.

Despite doing feats of conspicuous gallantry, Capt. Gough has spared neither time nor energy for,
preparing his men for the task which they had before them.

When asked, the whole of his Company volunteered for the work in question, and he had the
greatest difficulty in selecting the limited number required for the work without giving offence to
the others.

With myself, Capt. Gough acutely feels the loss of so many good men which we have incurred. This
feeling is softened however by the knowledge that after all everyone concerned behaved in a fitting
way, and in a manner which was expected of them.

Before closing my report | wish to reciprocate with Capt. Gough in expressing my sincere thanks
to Capt. Hewson and Lt. Tremlett for their unselfishness with regard to personal danger in
endeavouring to bring back some of the wounded members of the party.

Colin Harding
Commanding,
15t Battn. R.War. Regt.

By 21st July 1916 the Battalion was to the font of MONTAUBAN. To assist the Australians who

were going to launch an attack on 28 on the village of POZIERES a diversionary engagement was
PIATTAA 11T OEA 1AZEO A ATE T &£ O",!#+ 2/13%08 )1 O
14t & 15t Battalions of the Royal Warwickshires, and between them and the objective; the
O3xEOAE ,ETA6h xAO OEA ATAI U 1T AAOPEAA 1T AOOAAIT A
essential that a preliminary attack to capture and hold WOD LANE had to come first.

The units designated to take WOOD LANE weret Battalion, The Royal West Kents [LRWK] and

the 14t Battalion, The Royal Warwickshire Regiment [14RWAR]. By@pm the reserve unit, 1%

Battalion, The Royal Warwickshire Regiment [L5RWAR] had moved themselves up into the old

German trenches that ran along the Longuevdazentin le Grand Road. At 100pm the whistle

sounded and the men went over the top head long into disaster despite their determination and
courage.
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The enemy hit them with a heavy countebarrage and streams of lead from the numerous

Machine Gunsand after suffering severe casualties the men were forced to retire to their jumping

I £ 1 ETA8 )1 OEEO EI OOAT AA OOAOAOA AAOOAI OEAOG
IRWKh t¢p AAOOAI OGEAO AT A 211 AT A "1 O6CE8O O%$86 #1 U
EEIT AA8 4EA TAO OAOGOI O &£ O OEEO OPOAI EI ET AOUBS AC

The Battalion War Diary recorded the events of 22 July 1916 in this way.

4EA "AOOT EO ET 0OODPDPI OO AOO 1 AOGAO ET OEA AOAT ET Co
WOOD, 18 R.War Regt form details of Bde reserve.

w8ombi "AOOT OITE OP DI OEOEIT ET T1A ' AOi AT OOA1
reinforce 1/R.West Kents &1402 8 7 A0 2Ac0O8 0%$86 #1 U ¢' 1 OCE / T#Y A& O
going over the top but lost heavily owing to Machine Gun fire from HIGH WOOD & returned to

original position. CAPT C.A. BILL & CAPT R.l. GOUGH were both wounded.

Casualties 22/234 Killed, Off 1, O.R.13; Wounded, Off 5, O.R.90; Missing, Off 1, O.R.31. Weather
bright.

# ADPOAET " El 1 #RByaD#adwickshirespwidtelddwn pisirecollections.

The trench was already full of troops and the congestion and the confusion made it extremely
AEZEZEAOI O O EAAD ET OI OAE xEOE 11A80 1 AT 10 O1 b
dark save for the incessant flashes of guns and bursting steeéind the glare from the star shells in

front; and the din of battle all round us was deafening.

3111 AEOAO OEA AOOAAE EAA AAAT 1 AOT AEAA 1T OAAOO AA
to move up and support the attack. Then came the job of extricating our men from the general mix
O0bs8 "TOGCEBO Al i PATU xAO 11 xwhadcrofskdby at@dkdhicOedldT AEh 1

up to High Wood, and he took his men along this track.

To move my men down through the crowded trench to the same place | felt to be almost
impossible, so | led them over the parapet from where we stood. | had overlooked the possibility

of there being other trench lines between us and our objective, and we tgabout halfway when

we came across a trench heldby the®+ / 3" 8 Oh xEIT xAOA 1T UET C ET Al T OA

This delayed us badly, as it took some time in the darkness for the file of men to negotiate this deep

trench, lade as they were, but eventually we got across and the remainder of the going was much

iTOA AAdOus 7A OOOOAE ' I OlehitdGomd Bighkkd DiESIcD OdefsO OB Al
(51st) moving up to High Wood.

A short distance behind the road which was our immediate objective (Black Road) | called a halt

and went forward with one man to find out how the position stood. The trench from which the

attack had been launched was very narrow and shallow and was obstied in many places by
dead and wounded men.

| could learn nothing here as to how the attack had gone, but further along towards High Wood |
found a company of the 14 R Warwicks under Captain Bryson (C Coy). Two of their companies
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had gone over and simply disappeared, apparently decimated and they themselves made another
effort to reach the enemy line while | was there, but were held up by heavy fire and forced to return.
I told Bryson | would fetch my men up, though whattodowit©t EAT xEAT ) C¢c1 O OEAOA )

It was obvious from what had happened that the trench which had been attacked was untouched
by our gunfire and to order the company to attack would mean their utter decimation, as had
happened to the 14 R Warwicks & the West Kents. Yet we were sent to support the attack.

Bill was faced with a dilemma: he could attack with the inevitable serious loss of life or, he could

stay put and face the wrath of the Staff and spare the lives of his men. Due to his delay in getting

01 O"1 AAE 21 AAG #ADPOAEIxEGHE IERAEAOS I O#IEU | xA OEAIO A
result had taken serious casualties, and at 9.30pm Roland himself was seriously wounded by

Machine Gun fire on the attack at HIGH WOOD.

Fortunately for Bill the decision was taken out of his hands as he was wounded by a shell that
landed too close for comfort Hewas taken away to a field dressing station where he counted 61
small wounds on the inside of his arms and legs; fortunately for him none contained metal.

After the war Company SergeanMajor Ernest Braddock
OAAAT 1 AA HDBAG OUOAT £ ET A E O0$6
Captain Gough and another man. Captain Gough was bac Awards & Decorations:
\{voyr]ded in the rig,ht ’thAigh and‘ We’did vyhf:lt we could to h_elp Distinguished Service Order o ‘
EEI 8 ' T AT Z&ZO0T1 OEA +/ 3" 8Q  MentoninDespatches OEA EI
bent over Captain Gough, he swafdy fell on top of him. He had The 1914-15 Star
been shot through the head. We could not get a stretcher f The British War Medal
Captain Gough, so we got a ground sheet and carried him bg ~ The Victory Medal
Of (186

7EAIT TAxO 1T &£ EEO 01180 EITEOOEAO OAAAEAA EEO
permission was sought from the War Office for him to travel to France as soon as possible, which
in fact he did a few days later.

7H45 OHMS WAR OFFICE LONDON 66= 25JY16

URGENT GOUGH BANKTOP FARM NORTHFIELD BHAM

YOU ARE PERMITTED TO VISIT CAPT R | GOUGH 15 ROYAL WARWICKS GUNSHOT
WOUND THIGH DANGEROUSLY ILL AT 2 RED CROSS HOSPITAL ROUEN YOU MUST]
PRODUCE THIS TELEGRAM AT WAR OFFICE OFFICERS CASUALTY DEPARTMENT FOR
EXCHANGE FOR PERMIT IF YOU WISH TO SUBSTITUTE ANOTHER NAME FOR VISIT
YOUR WRITTEN AUTHORITY SANCTIONING SUBSTITUTE MUST BE ATTACHED TO
TELEGRAM

SECRETARY WAR OFFICE
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On 22 September 1916 the following notification was published in The London Gazette.

His Majesty The King has been graciously pleased to approve of the appointment gf the
undermentioned Officer to be Companion of the Distinguished Service Order in recognition of his
gallantry and devotion to duty in the field.

Temp Capt. Roland Ivor Gough, R.War R

For conspicuous gallantry in action. He led his men with great dash under heavy magininend rifle
fire, and, though his company suffered severely, he reached the enemy's trenches, where| he was
dangerously wounded. Nevertheless he continued to direchién until exhausted

On Saturday 14 October 1916 at 7.30pm in the evening Captain Roland Ivor Gough, DEGF A O $ 6
Company, 18 (Service) Battalion (2d Birmingham), The Royal Warwickshire Regimentied of

his wounds at No.2 Red Cross Hospital in Rouen. He was just 20 years of age and by all accounts

a truly remarkable young man of whom Wellington College would have been extremely proud.
Roland lies buried in St Sever Cemetery in Rouen.

On 4 January 1917 Captain Roland Gough was further recognised by Fidltarshall Sir Douglas
Haigwith OEA BT OOEOI 1 6O OAAIT CTEOGEIT 1T &£ A O-ATOEIT EI
Somme and the Western Front in general.

Unable to receive his award of the DSO from The Kigyl 1 AT A8 O AAOEAO x0OI OA OI
18t March requesting the medal be sent to him.

Writing after the war, Lt-Col Harding recalled the following in
his memoirs.

Later, when proceeding to the scene of the action, | met amongst the

wounded a stretcher bearing my dear old friend, Gough, (Captain

21T ATA )OI O "1 OCER #/ O0$6 #1101 DPATUN AC
his inevitable cigarette, bespattered with mud, pale asleath but

cheerful. He had been shot through the thigh and had a compound

fracture. As we shake hands, Gough gives me a few heart rending

details of the loss of life and the attack, needlessly apologises for its

failure and passed on. We never met again.

The Royal Warwickshire Regiment is perpetuated today in the
2nd Battalion, Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.

The Roland Ivor Gough Scholarship was set up in his memory and down the years many pupils
benefited from the funding. Today, the scholarship is no longer awarded due to lack of funds.

[94]



211 ATA3O Al AAROO AOiI OEAO #ADPOAET ! OOEOO 40AOI O
Artillery during the First World War and died in Kensington, London in 1963.

1. Contemporaries from his time at Wellington at the time of the 1911 census and who dieid the
War can be found in Appendix 1.

2. Battalion War Diary: WO 95/1557/1 [1915 Nov - 1917 Nov].

3. Abank of earth built behind a trench or military emplacement to protect soldiers from a surprise
attack from the rear.

4. 2nd |t Ralph Antrobus Wilton M.C . transferred to the RFC in Sept 1917 and was in the RAF upon
its formation in 1918 leaving the service in 1919. During WW2 he served once more, this time in
the RAFVR from 1940 onwardshe died, aged 83 in Worthing, Sussex in 1973. The body &fnd Lt
Allan George French [from North Farm, Loughton, Essex] was never found and hes i
commemorated onthe Arras Memoriat he was 24 years of ageSgt Cottrell, L/Sgt Maspero,
Privates Brown, Sadler & Denchfield are also commemoratedon the Arras memorial.Private
Horace Timmins was killed by shell fire on 2% Aug 1916 and is commemorated on the Thiepval
Memorial. Private Frederick Foster x ET  xAO EAOI AA AAOIP@&e Ryleyis AT 60 ,
AOOEAA ET &AOBEME&C Ardd(also Ehd ditedof the Arras Memorial). In the same
cemetery liesPrivate George Hewitt who was killed in the accidental hand grenade explosion.

5. Lt-Col Colin Harding, who had spent most of his life in Southern Africa was invalided out after the
Somme, went on to become Provisional Gernor of the Gold Coast Colony 19182. He died in
London in 1939aged 75

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAd 301 eEAGO:-ICAtaid BolandEsi GOBGHS
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Second Lieutenant Arthur PRICE

7hi 3SAOOEAAQ "AOOAIT EITh 4EA
Infantry)

rthur Price was born on 11h December 1885, the only son of Edwin Price and Elizabeth Price
[née Parry] in Shrewsbury, Shropshire. His elder sister, Elizabeth was born the previous year.
|l OOEOC060O AZAOEAO xAO A DPOATEAAT AT A 1 Al OOOAO xEI

l s Arthur was educated at Wellington Collegebetween the years 1895

W 01. He then left to begin a 5 year apprenticeship as a Mechanical
f‘ '\‘L Engineer living and working in Wolverhampton at the Great Western
S Y Locomotive Works before he qualified in 1907.

A month after the outbreak of the War Arthur enlisted in Shrewsbury

as a private soldier in the & | 3AO0OEAAQ " AOOAI EiTh
o - (Shropshire Light Infantry) upon its formation, undertaking his

sol LY training at Aldershot, Hampshire and then Larkhill in Wiltshire where

on 14t July 1915 he was promoted to the rank of Lane€orporal.

_ v X As with several of the new Battalions raised by Kitchener the new

Oi1 61 6AAOO EAA £mEAx mEOI 1 U OOAETAA T £AEFEAAOO AT A
equipment to speak of or anywhere to live in the early days.
Whilst at Larkhill the Battalion received their embarkation

orders for deployment to the Western Front, landing in Birth: 11 December 1885
Boulogne on 23! July 1915. Here they then moved to the area| ~ D¢ 13 November 1916
of FLEURBAIX where they undertook familiarisation training Educ: Wellington College .

in special trenches. (AEGEG] vd xo
i A Weight: 10st 11b

On 12 October 1915 L/Cpl Price was the subject of cout Eyes: Brown

martial proceedings for refusing to obey an order given by a Hair: Brown

Senior NCO, in front of witnesses, the previous day. Hi Religion: CoE
punishment, by a senior officer, was to be reduced in rank back
to a private soldier.However, by 10" April 1916 he had atoned
for his past transgression and was once again promoted back

to LanceCorporal.

By mid-July 1916 Arthur had been placed on sick leave where ont August he was admitted to
No.10 Stationery Hospital in St Omer where he remained for 8 days before being pronounced fit
and consequently returned to his unit.

Despite Arthur displaying no desire to seek a commission it had become clear to others that

Il OOEOO xAO Al AAOI U 1T £#EZEAAO |1 AOAOEAT AT Ah AAODEO/

OEA AEEAI AG IT OEA AAOGEO 1 Beinh doddr © hdudhdeDedt a®ah OOE A A ¢
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officer. After a brief period of officer training he was therefore duly commissioned as a Secend
Lieutenanton 200 3 AP OAT AAO pwpoe AT A OOAT O&£AOOAZervideh OT OO O
"AOOAT ETTh 4EA +ETC60 j3EOI DOEEOA ,ECEO )1 £AT OO
following month.

In early November 1916 Arthur was in billets with his Battalion in LOUVENCOURT, when onh12

November they moved into the line in DUNMOW and SAPPER trenches in readiness for an attack
on the German positions at SERRE the next day.

At 5.00am on Monday 13 November 1916 the Battalion left the trench system forming up in two

1 ETAOh ET AOOGEI T AOU A&l Ofhdhnd RAiSi4Bam the dillery@nd®Btoked | DAT U
Mortars opened up on the enemy front line and support
trenches and the Battalion moved forward in the open.

At 6.35am it was apparent that the various units of the 20 Medals:

. L. . . . . The 1914-15 Star
(Light) Division had become intermingled and five minutes The British War Medal
later the position had become obscured with loss of direction The Victory Medal
by some of the advancing units and the intermingling of others
[working to different objectives & orders]. Runners were sent
out to the Companies by the CO but of those who returned; i.e.
those not killed en route, reported only finding traces of isolated pockets of menno whole

companies.

Orders were subsequently issued at Brigade level for the men to returny which time the enemy

were raining down shell fire on the British front line. By this time the fog had descended making
OEOOAT OECEOET CO Ei b1 OOEAIT Ag OT 1T A T AT xAOA xAT AA
managed to get through to the German send line. They were soon forced to withdraw as they

could not hold the ground gained.

During the course of the battle Secondlieutenant Arthur Price, 7§ 3 AOOEAAQ " AOOAIT ET 1t
(Shropshire Light Infantry) was killed in action

along with 8 other officers wounded and 214 other

ranks killed, wounded or missing from the

Battalion. Arthur was 30 years of age and lies

buried in Serre Road Cemetery No.1, France. He is

also commemoratedn Shrewsbury.

The Battalion were relieved in the line on 1#
November by the 13 (Service) Battalion, The
King's (Liverpool Regiment).

Commonwealth War Graves Commission The statutory notification telegram was sent by the
War Office to Edwin Price in Shrewsbury followed
by a formal confirmation letter on 21st November 1916. When his death was reported in the press
that same dayOA O A OAT 1T £ OEA 1 Ax OmakéedfGothalleriard hds or@ BfA® EA x
cleverest amateur centrdorwards in the kingdom3

4EA +EIT G860 j 3EOI POEEOA , ECEO 1 Hataioh OO Riflts.EO DAODAC
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1. Contemporaries from his time at Wellington at the time of the 1901 census and who dieid the

War can be found in Appendix 1.
2. Without specificindependentcorroboration of this footballing fact the possibility exists today that
the newspapers mistook 24 Lt Arthur Price for another individual of the same name who played

in the amateur league.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
O0%OAOI T OAq 3 Olredtindto- Secand QieufenadEArhir RRIGE
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Private Graham Oscar Lloyd BRISBOURNE

11t (Service) Battalion (Lonsdale), The Border
Regiment

Craham Oscar Lloyd Brisbourne was the second of three brothers born to parents Richard
—Brisbourne and his wife Martha Jane Brisbourne [née York], two other siblings having died
in infancy. He was born on £ November 1887 in Wellington, Shropshire where his father was a
tailor and outfitter.

After receiving an education at Wellington College in the years

1900-04, no information can be located that tells what career

Birth: 1 November 1887 path Graham then followed. One can only presume he joined

“DA:;ngs Lgolvi er 1616 his father in the business as he was living with his parents at

' their address in Church Street, Wellington in 1911.

Educ: Wellington College .
I ET & Oi AGETT AO O1 OEA AAOGA 1T &

army survives but an analysis of the records indicate this

would have been between September 1915 aridh April 1916.

The Regiment he chose was 3£LBattalion, The Herefordshire Regimeri which was part of the

Territorial Force.

On 22d September 1916 approximately 250 men, including Graham Brisbourne, from 3#1
Herefordshire Regiment [renamed on 8 April 1916 to 1/1st Battalion, The Herefordshire
Regiment] were transferred to the 3 (Reserve) Battalion, The King's (Shropshire Light Infantry)
and posted overseas to France as draftfenforcements.

However not long after their arrival on It October they were subsequently transferred to yet
another Regiment, this time to 1% (Service) Battalion (Lonsdale), The Border Regiment on 11
October.

4EEO xAO TTA T &£ Al AGAT AAAEOEI yIAantryRégbnemiinted 1 O OAE
7A0 AT A xAO O1 EOAOOAITIITUO A IAAECRA QT OEREOA@I ORBEAO (-
5th Earl of Lonsdale who raised the unit in September 1914.

Nearly all the men came from Cumberland and Westmoreland so Graham and the other
transferees of the draft would have had little in common with the majority of his fellowsnor the

area of northern England which they called home. He was however for all intents and purposes a

O, 1T OAAT A 0A1 8 AT A AAOPEOA EEO wihEgtuiit®i© &sks@h | OECE
today.

The Battalion was one of few who regarded it as an honour to fight on the opening day of the
Battle of the Somme on 2 July 1916, suffering over 63% casualties including the Commanding
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Officer who was killed, [hence the need for mass +enforcement from other units] and what came

to be regarded as the last day of the Battle; ¥8\ovember 1916.

The adjutant recorded the eventsn the Battalion War Diar thus:

On the 18" November having paraded in battle order the regiment marched to ENGLEBELMER,
equipped for the fight ahead the following day. They entered the line on the ®M™November, via

MAILLY MAILLET and 'White City', towards trenches opposite Wagon Road, occupying any trench
back and front where we relieved the East Lancs & North Lancs all the while under shellfire and

casualties were incurred.

At 12 midnight [17t November] the C.O. with adj left battn Headquarters and layed a tape as they
went in the direction of Wagon Road, by 4am all were in readiness. The C.O. had a last instruction
with C.O. Coys and at 4.30am Coys moved onto the tape being in position by 5am.

All through the night snow had fallenwhich on the morning of 18" November had turned to sleet

and then to rain with virtually nil visibility.

At zero time 6.10am [18 November] the artillery barrage opened and the Regiment advanced in
perfect order to attack. The spirit of the men being a fine sight to see in spite of the intense cold in
which they had to lie & wait. The Coys got well away and it is certain that thealding platoon and
several others got well over Munich trench. From this time it was difficult to ascertain the exact
position of every coy. The German put over a heavy bombardment. He sent up several rockets
which burst into 4 red stars. There was considable [hostile] machine gun fire some which
seemed to come from a gun well [in...] FRANKFORT TRENCH doing indirect fire onto the ground

over which the attack was delivered.

After dark several men, this is all who were left on the WAGON road side of Munich Trench
returned after having held shell holes opposite the German line and undid his wire to a position
along WAGON ROAD. During the day and up till 10pm stretcher bear&rahere continually over

the top & about attending & bringing in wounded men.

Those that were left after the battle were reorganised & WAGON ROAD placed in a state of defence

by them.

From accounts it is believed that several men got right through MUNICH trench. Wounded men

crawling back were continually sniped by enemy.

At the end of the fighting on Saturday 18 November, later

AT ETAA O4EA "AOGOGI A T &£ OEA 11
attack of the Battle of the Somme in 1916, Private Graham Oscg
Lloyd Brisbourne, 11h (Service) Battalion (Lonsdale), The
Border Regiment failed to answer the roll. He was declared
O EOOCET ¢ ET AAOGEIT6h 1 AGAO A

Medals:
The British War Medal
The Victory Medal
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18t November. He was 2 years oldand left a widow Madge [née Fox], whom he had married in
+ETC80 .100I1T ET pwpus

As no human remains were ever foundGraham is
commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial to The
Missing in France alongside the 72,194 other British
and South African men, including Stuart Hodgson,
who died in the Battles of the Somme of the First

World War between 1915 and 1918, and who have
no known grave.

"1 OE T A& ' OAEAI 80 AOI OEAOGO A
College; the elder, Battery Sergeaitlajor Cyril York

Brisbourne served with the Royal Field Artillery,

Commonwealth War Graves Commission and survived the war. He died in South London on

1st December 1964. His younger brother Captain Edgar Lionel Brisbourne also served with the

Royal Field Artillery and he died in 1973 in Sutton Coldfield.

The Border Regiment is perpetuated today in thest” AOOAT ET T h $OEA 1T &£ , Al AA
j +tET C60 , AT AAOEEOA AT A "1 OAAOQs

1. The3/ist( AOAAEI OA8O0 xAOA 11 OAA &OI I (AOAAEI OA O1 1 OxAOGC
2. Battalion War Diary: WO 95/2403/1 [1915 Nov - 1918 July}

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
OuOAOI T OAd 3 OlredithdtO- Privaie Gréhdm @EAal LilofdiBRISBOURNE
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Private John Hedley RICHARDS, MM

75t (Mississauga) Battalion, Canadian Infantry,

Canadian Expeditionary Force

“ohn Hedley Richards, who was the youngest of ten siblings, was born in Woodland View, Great
“Consols, Tavistock, Devon, oriNovember 1885 to Jane Richards [née Cock] and her husband
Thomas Richards, who by profession was a Mining Engineer.

When his occupation took Thomas Richards to India at the end of the 119

AART 660U EO xAO AAAEAAA OEAO *TET 10 O*A
of his brothers, Harry Chynoweth Richards, should remain in England to receive

their education.

b

It is believed that Wellington Collegéwas selected on the basis that Mary, one
I £ EEO i1 OEAO8O OEOOAOOG xAO I AOOEAA O1 3/
had been posted to Hadley, a few miles from Wellington in 1897.

Not long after completing their education at Wellington Collegddarry and Jack took the decision
to leave England and head to the USA and Canada as there
were perceived to be greater opportunities for employment
over there. As the whole family had lived all over the world at Birth: 4 November 1885

one time or other this was not deemed unusuaitarry spent time 'E)"ar;ﬁgfé LAW" 1b9071916
in the USA and Canada but later returned to England.] eath ovember

. . . Educ: Wellington College .
p——— Having arrived in

Halifax, Nova (AECEO] ¢@8mo
Scotia on 2F E!);f:Di:ekyBrown
March 1905 he Religion: CoE

tried to enter the
USA via Detrait,
Michigan in
September but
xAO OAAAAOOAAS xEOE EEO ADDIE
AAOCEDT © £pOi b A O] whichbntod dikkly OA A S
related to the paperwork as opposed to his

appearance Jack made a second attempt to enter the

USA, again via Detroit, the following month and this

time was successful: he could now travel freely

between the US and Canada.

Breb vews Waaitred, Eoiedls, Barey, BEEULE O 70 April 1907 Jack married Myrtle Edith Thornton
Scated: Marion, Grasdma Jane, Noerman

Froat: Joba (teowe as lack), Thomas 1IN Winsor, Essex County, Ontario, Canada with their
son Charles Leonard Richards being born in 1908 in Detroitvhere they continued to live for a
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couple of years or so. A daughter, Jessie Marion Richards was born in 1912 in Toronto but she
sadly died six years later on 28 Feb 1918.

Jack and his young family were back living in Canada in 1915 when ont23uly that year he
enlisted with the 84th Overseas Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force [CEF] in Toronto where
he wasworking as a baker.

He left Canada for England on 28June 1916 Not long after his Battalion arrived its personnel
were absorbed by 73 Battalion (Royal Highlanders of Canada), CEF and thet7Battalion
(Mississauga), CEFso as to provide reinforcements for the Canadian Corps already in theatre,
with Jack joining the latter unit. As soon as preparations were complete the #®mbarked for
Francewhere it arrived on 12t August 1916 in Le Havre.

On the evening of 8 September 1916 a raid was made on the enemies lindging sent over when

it was dark and the moon had gone dowwith the patrol leaving in the early hours on the 9 at
around 2.20am. At about 3.50am several members of the patrol returned and reported that there
had been a number of casualties.

At around 1.00pm on the 9h September an attempt was made to try and locate two officers who
had been reported missing following the previous days early morning raid on the enemy lines. A
barrage was laid down by the artillery on the German lines and 5 men, including Private Jack
Richards went over the top and across to the German wire. Despite a careful sedatthe officers

no trace was found except a service cap & revolver. The patrol returned without casualties. One
member of the patrol received a batto his Distinguished ConductMedal, [DCM] and the four
others an immediate award of the Military Medal [MM], one of whom was Jack Richar@ehich
was presented to him in the field on 16 September.

Jack wrote to his wife back in Canada.

The field service postcard | sent you was written in the front line trenches just as | was going out

iT A OAEA 11 OEA ' AOi AT OOAT AEAOC AAT 6O Al AOAI

officers (Devlin & Howard) that night.

The next morning about seven | went out on my own to see if | could locate them. | got up by

AOAx1 ET ¢ &£OII TTA OEAIT ETTA O ATT OEAO O EOOO

where | was seen by a couple of Fritzs and about [??7?]. | dropp#gown as they fired and the bullets
whistled by just over my head. Saw it was no good so about turned and crawled back as best |
AT Ol A8 ) OAx A AT OPIA TTOA 11 1TU xAU AAAEN
Everything seemed like a drem. Got tangled up in some barbed wire, but managed to tear myself
loose and finally got back safely.

That afternoon our artillery put over a heavy barrage of fire on the German front line, and five of

us carrying two stretchers doubled over from our trenches up to the German front line trench but
the officers were gone. | got one of their revolvers andhe cap and the corporal who was with me

Clil 6 OEA 1T OEAO T £AEEAAO8O AAP8 ) O xAO A EI O OAil
us, to say nothing of rifle fire. One shell landed about a yard and a half from where Corporal Bullen

Qu

andmysele x AOA OEOOET ¢ AAOI 1 OOAT U 100 1T £# AOAAOE 11 OE
Agpi 1 AARh OEAO EOh EO xAO xEAO xA AAI1T A OAOAG8 4E
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by one which dropped behind them. Fortunately they were not hurt, but got up laughing. We all
got back safely.

For this little piece of work and for staying behind the night before | have been given the Military
Medal. In fact seven of us got it at the same time, the five who were over in the afternoon and two
who stayed back with the officers at night. | was mentined twice inside of twelve hours in
despatches, which is rather quick work for a small boy.

Lieut Joe Clark, who swore me in when | first joined up at Pearl has been very good to me on many
occasions. We are many miles from Belgium and are Somiweere in France. | have gone all to
pieces with my nerves all shot. Lieut Clark is very kindly leittg me get all the rest | can. It is very
cold and wet now and half the time we are wet to the skin and can get no change of clothing. We
have been sleeping in duguts and all kinds of strange places. At present six of us are camped in
an old wine cella under a house in the town. The front line is awful, mud up to your knees and no
place to lie down except in the mud and wet. We have had many casualties and | should think we
are about half strength now.

On the morning of Saturday 18 November 1916, commencing
at 6.10am an attack was made on DESIRE TRENQOHkter

Medals:
deemed successful, by the 76Battalion, with the 54th on the The Military Medal
left and the 50n on the right. However, due to the failure of the The British War Medal

. .. The Victory Medal
50t to capture their objective, Jack and the members of the 5

were subjected to heavy enfilade fire and continuous sniping
from the enemy positions on the right. They therefore
established a block in DESIRE TRENCH, a few yards west of PYS

ROAD and dug a new trench which ran parallel to and aboLi@0 yards north of DESIRE, which
they held until relieved on the 20 September, sustaining heavy casualties.

During the course of the attack Private John Hedley Richards, MM th7@/ississauga) Battalion,
Canadian Infantry, CEF, was slightly wounded and whilst accompanying two other wounded
comrades to the dressing station he was killed
instantly by an enemy shell which had burst on
the road close by He had not long turned 31
years of ageand left a widow and young sonhe
was also the second OW to fall that dayJack is
buried in the Adanac Military Cemetery,
Miraumont, Somme, France  and is
commemorated on the Canadian Virtual War
Memoarial which is displayed at the Peace Tower,
Central Parliament Buildings, in Ottawa, Ontario.

The 75h (Mississauga) Battalion is perpetuated

Commonwealth War Graves Commission today in The Toronto Scottish Regiment (Queen
Elizabeth The Queen Mother's Own). In recognition, the regiment was part of the escort at HM
4EA 10AAT -1 OEAOB6O A&O1T AOAI ET ¢mnmngs
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*AAES O xEAT x -mamed inACochréhé) /
Ontario on 29" July 1918 but sadly died there on 28
October 1918 aged 29.

Jack Richards was the only OW in his family to be killec
in the War, but three other siblings are desirous of
mention for their contribution.

SecondLieutenant Norman  Frederick Kynaston
Richards serving with the 12 (Service) Battalion

(Bristol), The Gloucester Regiment was killed in action
on 24th July 1916. Another brother, Thomas Langdon
Richards, OAOOAA xEOE O0OET AAOC
(Royal Berkshire Regiment), was wounded on at least i
one occasion, and survived the war. He died in 1946. ‘ =
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His youngest sister Ethel Muriel [Mrs Maxwell Lefroy] Canadian Virtual War Memorial

xAO OAOAOAA xEEI OO 11 AT AOA O(-(3 "OEOATTEA8 AO
vessel having being put to use as a hospital ship in 1915. She was shaken by an explosion, caused

by an underwater mine or torpedo, in the Kea Channel off the Greidtand on the morning of 2%t

November 1916, and sank 55 minutes later, killing 30 people. Also on board was Violet Jessop,

who in April 1912 was a stewardess with the White Star Line and who later aidved fame as one

I £ OEA OOOOGEOI 00 1 &£ 02-3 4EOATEAGS8

1. Contemporaries from* AAEGO OEIi A AO 7AITTEICcOiIT AO OEA OEI A |
in the War can be found in Appendix 1.
See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
®OAOI T OAq 301 feEikg0:-IPrEat©IBhh HeElky RICKARDS
_1;3/

[109


https://www.cwgc.org/stories/stories/private-john-hedley-richards-mm-163420-75th-bn-canadian-infantry/




First Lieutenant John Whitworth
DAVIDSON

10t (Service) Battalion, The Sherwood Foresters
(Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiment)

“ohn Whitworth Davidson was born in Ecclesall Bierlow, Sheffield, on ¥2November 1894, the

“younger son of Albert Davidson and his wife Alice Maude Davidson [née Hatfield]. However,
OOACAAU OOOOAE OEA EAIEI U AT A OEOAA xAARAEO AEOAO
Albert Davidson later remarried Emma Birks in 1896 and this marriage produced three half

brothers for John.

John was educated at Wellington College and Sheffield
University where he studied Engineering. He served in the
Birth: 17 November 1894 Officers Training Corps [OTC] at both establishments
Death: 5 March 1917 attaining the rank of Sergeant at the latter.

Educ: Wellington College ; . .. . .
Sheffield University . Just prior to the outbreak of war John was living in Sidmouth,

Devon and on B August he made his application for an
appointment to a commission in the Secial Reserve of
Officers. Whilst his preference was to serve in a Scottish
regiment: either the Highland Light Infantry or The Seaforth Highlanders, his wish was not to be
granted. On 1% August 1914 John was commissioned as a Secehidutenant in the 4" (Extra
Reserve) Battalion, The Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiment) at their
base in Sunderland where he carried out his initial training.

It was to be over a year before John was to see active service and he arrived in RENINGHELST in
Belgium on 4" September 1915 with a draft of men from England who had been posted to the
10th Battalion and was immediately sent to SCOTTISH WOOD to work there. Oth March 1916
John was promoted to FirstLieutenant.

On st July 1916 the 50 Brigade, 17 (Northern) Division had been instructed to make an assault

on the village of RICOURT xEEAE xAO EAAOEI U &I OOEZAZEAA AT A A
defence of the area. At its rear were three heavily wired trenches; LOZENGE TRENCH, BOTTOM

ALLEY and RAILWAY ALLEY. Further to their rear was a formidable trench system, with
numerous suppating structures, known as QUADRANGLE TRENCH interspersed with wooded

areas full of camouflaged Machine Gun [MG] emplacements. lasvhere that the 1@ Battalion,

The Sherwood Foresters played a major role in the capture of elements of these fortifications.

4EAU EAA (1 OAA Op &OI T -101AT AT OOOh xEOE 0!8 AT/
AT A O#86 #1 i1 DPATEAO AADPI T UAA Ol ™ Brigddécha® fsiied " 4 8 4 E
FRICOURT FARM but the enemy still held on at CRUCIFIX TRENCH and RAILWAY ALLEY, both

heavily wired, from where they poured vast quantities of MG fire into the British occupying
FRICOURT FARM.
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As dusk fell on 2d July heavy fighting was still taking place in front of CRUCIFIX TRENCH and the
AT T AAOGO T &£ 086 #1 1 PATU xAOA ETO1T1 06AA ET Al AOOA,
the farm itself 170 yards of which was captured.

The Battalion War Diary entry for 3rd July 1916.

On the morning of the & orders for an attack on RAILWAY ALLEY at 9am were receivedth 7
BORDER Regt to attack withtYLINCOLNS in support and 10 SHERWOOD FORESTERS in reserve.

The attacking troops were late in arriving and the result was only a partial success, the right flank

passing through RAILWAY ALLEY and penetrating BOTTOM WOOD. The bombers d¢f 10
SHERWOOD FORESTERS assisted the attack by bombing down the trench from the West and the

1TETA £O1i1 £8Y O &2)#/ 524 &' 2- ETAI OOEOA 11 OEA 1
I AOOOEAO AOOAAE AO 1111 xAO 1T OAAOAA AU O6#86 AT A O
AOOAAE xAO EI xAOAO ET AOAOU xAU OOAAAOOAEOI AT A OE.
coy on the left brought heavy fire to bear on the trench 200 yasiN.E .of FRICOURT FARM and

CRUCIFIX TRENCH. The garrison of the former of these trenches soon showed the white flag &
surrendered and our troops pushed on to CRUCIFIX TRENCH and occupied it. A mixed bombing

squad was pushed down the C.T. leading from thisench and the result was the surrender of an

entire battalion- 3 Battn, 186" Regtz including the Commanding Officer. A small patrol pushed

forward found RAILWAY COPSE unoccupied.

At 7pm orders were received to take up the line of the hedge from the N.W. corner of BOTTOM
WOOD to N.E. corner of SHELTER WOOD; SHERWOOD FORESTERS on the right, S STAFFS on the
left, an approximate frontage of 400 yards each. Battalion H.Q. establisheagidugout in RAILWAY

COPSE. The night was spent in consolidating and patrol work, the latter considerably hampered by

a sniper and a Machine Gun neither of which could definitely be located.

Rain seriously interfered with the afternoon of the 4 and guns shooting over N.W. corner of
BOTTOM WOOD were hitting our forward line which was withdrawn to the line of the hedge.

The following booty was captured during these operations: 2 Field Guns, 4 Machine Guns with 9
spare barrels, 1 artillery periscope, numerous rifles, bayonets and other equipment, 25,000 rounds
r8Y TATU T APO AT A AT AOI AT 008

In a letter home to his mother a Private Frank Bower wrote:

We had spent the night in the wood crouching in shell holes to avoid snipers, who were all over

the place. At daybreak the birds began to sing as though nothing was wrong, but it was a sight. The

wood was practically blasted away, and a village near waddgflat, when the order came. Away we

went and the first soldier down was the one next to me. Then | saw Ronald Howe bleeding from

the legs, but we had to push on. | don't know how | came through, but I did. When we got into the

trenches the Germans sureAAOAA ET OAT OAO8 4EAU DPOO OP OEAEC
Comrades.' Some of our chaps gave them mercy with the cold steel.
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On the following night, we were marched through Albert to Fricourt Wood and we went in the
Wood in single file. The order was passed down very quietly all fags out and we were told only to
talk in whispers as the enemy was not far away. You may rest or sfeif you can but for heavens
sake do it quietly. Sentries were posted to keep a sharp look out. We, the troops didn't know a thing
of how the land lay in front of us everything seemed so uncanny. It was very quiet. | tried to snatch
a few winks but wasunable, then just before dawn we were roused and we went quietly in single
file to the edge of the Wood and spread out in extended order waiting for the order to advance and
as soon as we left the cover of the wood we were met with terrific rifle and maate gun fire.

We advanced on and as soon as a line of men rushed forward a few yards at a time the machine
guns simply mowed men down like nine pins. When the final assault was made the Jerries which
was the 111" Reg. wearing the round cloth cap grey with red piping seemed more than ready to
surrender, | think they were a Pioneer Regt. I'm not sure. After consolidating our position we
advanced further to what was called Happy Valley and dug in. There we found sodeep dugouts
absolutely shell proof and the occupants této be winkled out with grenades. Many of my pals fell

in the attack before we reached the German front line. When we were relieved the following day
there was a roll call and only 26 men and NCOs and 3 officers answered out of a company of 250
strong.

He went on to say:

The night was spent in consolidating and patrol work, the latter considerably hampered by a sniper
and a Machine Gun, neither of which could be definitely located.

We were in the trenches which we had taken from the Germans and the rain was coming down in
torrents. We had no shelter and were drenched when the Germans commenced to shell us with
their big guns. Our gunners soon silenced them but not before they haddane out with the trench

on top of me.

Lieutenant John Davidson, who was commanding the 8Trench Mortar Battery on the morning

of the 4n July, had only the previous day been at MAMETZ: The Battle of Albert, where he had
been seconded to 20 Brigade. On his return to FRICOURT he received a bullet wound in the left
elbow [just above the joint] with the projectile passing through the arm itself where it splintered

a portion of bone above the joint on exit. During the course of the day John wascuated back
from the front line and removed tothe Duchess of Westminster Hospital at Le Touquet. From here
on 6 July he was repatriated via hospital ship from Calais to Dover and then by train to London.
He was admitted to The London Hospital in Whitechapel.

On 9h July, when John Davidson was already in hospital his father received the following
telegram.
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OHMS M.S.3 CAS

DAVIDSON TULLOCH HOUSE NORTON WOODSEATS SHEFFIELD

REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT 2\b LIEUT J.W.DAVIDSON 10 ™ SHERWOOD FORESTERS
WAS WOUNDED 3 JULY DETAILS WILL FOLLOW WHEN RECEIVED.

SECRETARY WAR OFFICE

Albert Davidson wrote to the War Office on 10 July thanking them for their notification. He went
on to write that he had already been made aware via other channels that his son was back in
England and had paid him a visit in hospital the previous day.

John was discharged from The London on 25July and placed on
sick leave, undergoing a couple of medical boards in the ensuing
months, until 234 November when he waspassed fit for duty:
shortly afterwards he left England for the final time and returned ¥f§i§i4-15 st

to France. His arm was however to remain weak and painful for The British War Medal
the remainder of his short life and upon his return to duty wrote The Victory Medal

to the War Office seeking a wound gratuity. The archég do not

reveal if he was successful in his endeavours.

On Monday % March 1917 Albert Davidson received another
telegram from the War Office.

OHMSM.S.3 CAS

DAVIDSON TULLOCH HOUSE NORTON WOODSEATS SHEFFIELD

REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT O.C. 48 CASUALTY CLEARING STATION IN THE
FIELD REPORTS MARCH 5™ LIEUT JW.DAVIDSON SHERWOOD FORESTERS
DANGEROUY WOUNDED FURTHER NEWS WHEN IMMEDIATELY RECEIVED.

SECRETARY WAR OFFICE

Later that day however Lieutenant John Whitworth Davidson, 10 (Service) Battalion, The
Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiment) died of his wounds in N0.48
Casualty Clearing Station at Bray sur Somme in northern France. He was 22 years old.

His father received the following.
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OHMSM.S.3 CAS

DAVIDSON TULLOCH HOUSE NORTON WOODSEATS SHEFFIELD

DEEPLY REGRET TO INFORM YOU LIEUT J.W.DAVIDSON SHERWOOD FORESTERS DIED
OF WOUNDS MARCH™S

THE ARMY COUNCIL EXPRESS THEIR SYMPATHY.

SECRETARY WAR OFFICE

Lieutenant John Davidson lies buried in Bray
Military Cemetery, Braysur-Somme, France. The
cemetery is one of several designed by Sir
Reginald Blomfield and contains 874
VA L Commonwealth burials of the First World War,
S R RRERILIR 127 of which remain unidentified.

The Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and
Derbyshire Regiment) is perpetuated today
within 2 nd Battalion, Mercian Regiment.

Commonwealth War Graves Comission

MAT GET1T 1000 Al O AA 1T AAA 1
elder brother, Albert Hatfield Davidson also an OWHe served as a Private soldier with 3%
Battalion (Alberta), Canadian Expeditionary Force [CEF], survived the war and diéd 1960 in
Paddington, London Albert left Canada for France together with his regiment on ¥May 1915
AAT AOA O2- 3EMACEAOGEEHAB A OEA x1 Ol A £ O OAOGAOGEIT C
1912.Three years laterm 150* O1 U pwpyh O62-3 #AOPAOEEAS AADPAOOA.
for Boston. On the morning of 17 July she was torpedoed, at 9:15am, in the Celtic Seathg
German submarine b5 and sank at 11am approximately 120 miles west of Fastnet with the loss

of 5 crew

The Davidson French Prize is still awarded, although funds are running low. It is believed to be in
memory of John Whitworth Davidson; any further information would be welcomed by the author.

1. Battalion War Diary: WO 95/2008/2 [1915 July- 1919 Mar].

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
O0%OAOI T OAq 3 Olreatindtor- FirstH ieGréndnt Jahk Whithértd DAVIDSON
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Second Lieutenant James Duncan McTAVISH

1/7 t (Deeside Highland) Battalion, The Gordon
Highlanders

“ames Duncan McTavish was born on ¥2January 1897 in Edinburgh, Scotland to Margaret
“Wwilliamson McTavish [née Duncan] and James Schomberg McTavish, an hotelier.

*Al AO xAO AAOAAOAA EEOOOI UR AO ' AT OGCA 7A001180 #
College in the years 190711 where he served within the

Officers Training Corps [OTC]. Upon leaving school he became

Birth: 12 January 1897 an apprentice insurance clerk with Scottish Metropolitan

Death: 23 April 1917 Insurance back in Edinburgh.

wAOAd ' AT OCA 7A0BOI 160 . .

College, Edinburgh; Prior to the outbreak of the First World War James had enlisted

Wellington College . AO A DOEOAOA OI 1 AEAO j.18p1tmntQ
(AECEO] vd ppd (Highlanders) Battalion, Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment), part

Weight: 12st I £ OEA AOI UB O2ahdhs0 OrEIDAuQUEtAd wag T OA A
embodied for war service. After a period of time spent on
defence of the Scottish coastline the Battalion left Scotland by

train for Southampton where the men boarded the troopship

033 )1 OAT OA @divingsin @4t FebrugryAd1e A

On 29h November that year James fractured his left fibula in what was believed to be a Raar

related injury. He was taken to No.15 Field Ambulance [AMB] then to No.5 Casualty Clearing

Station [CCS] and finally admitted to No.8 General Hospital in Rouen beftieing repatriated to

31 OOEAI POTT 11 OEA EI OPEOAI OEED 0308 0AOOEAES E
Upon his return to full fitness in June 1916 James applied to join an Officer Cadet Unit with the

view to gaining a commission. John Dobson, the Wellington College vpréncipal, and O/C, the

I 4# OAE McThvgh dhdilid maBe an excellent officer, from my knowledge of him in the OTC,

and in sport. He has an excellent characte6

His application was successful and after being formally discharged from the Army he then-re
joined at No.4 Officer Cadet Battalion at Oxford orf"August 1916 with the desire to be appointed

to any Scottish Regiment, in particular the Gordon Highlanders. James was duly commissioned as
a SecondLieutenant into its 3d (Reserve) Battalion on 2% November 1916, the depot/training

unit based in Aberdeen, confirmation of which was promulgated in The London Gazette the
following month.

On 5h January 1917 having been transferred to one of the Regiments active duty battalions, in
this casel/7 t (Deeside Highland) Battalion, James arrived in Etaples, France to join them.
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By 16" January the Battalion had moved into the front line as raforcements in the area of
CAOURSand NEUFMOULINapproximately 3 miles north-east of BBEVILLE By 28" February
the Battalion was in LA COMTE from where James and two other Secdnieutenants plus 6 other
ranks attended Divisional School at CAMBLAIN CHATLAIN for instruction in signalling, Lewis
Gunnery and bombing. The Battalion then spent time in trainingcarrying out road repairs and
general tidying up, with their afternoons playing football.

At 10.10am on 17 March the Battalion marched out of LA COMTE en route to MAROEUIL, a
village in the Department of the Pagle-Calais, about 4 miles northwest of ARRAS. Over the next
seven days the Battalion was utilised in moving stock piles of Trench Mortar ammunitiondm

the central dump to the forward batteries and then giving the town itself a thorough cleanp,
much to the satisfaction of the remaining inhabitants.

With this job completed the Battalion entered the line on 26 March and took over the right sub
sector relieving their sister unit, the 1/5t (Buchan and Formartin) Battalion and with a Canadian
unit situated on their left flank.

Three days later on 28 March they came under enemy retaliatory fire in response to Canadian
trench raids, the price of which was the loss of 29 men. At the end of the month they themselves
were relieved by the 1/5th Battalion and returned to MAROEUIL at.80pm on 1st April. Once there
they moved the horse shelters further back still to BRAY to avoid enemy shellirgpoout which
they had received early warning.

After a brief respite from the trenches they reentered the line three days later Herethey took

over the right sub-sector once againonly to move out on 7 April so that the 1/6t (Banff and
Donside) Battalion of The Gordongogether with the 1/6th (Morayshire) Battalion, The Seaforth
Highlanders, could launch an attack from these position on the enemy lines orh®April 1917 in

what would become known aghe Battle of Arra$

Extracts from the Battalion War Diary for 8t 9th April 1917 stated:

Forenoon spent in resting & afternoon employed in equipping the fighting portion of the Bn with
special stores rations etc, previous to moving back to Battle position in the line. The Batth moved
from BOIS de MAROEUIL [10.30pm] to BARRICADE TUNNEL via, ®MEBIL, ANZIM, cross
country to ANZIM TRENCH.

The Battle opened at 5.15am and from the O.P. a splendid view of the progress made was obtained.
Beyond supplying a party of 50 men as stretcher bearers the Bn was not called upon to take any
part in the attack and remained in these positions overnight

The Arras Offensive lasted from 9 April until 16t May 1917 where, British, Canadian, South
African, New Zealand, Newfoundland, and Australian troops attacked the German defences near
the city of ARRAS on the Western Front. Apart from major gains on day 1 of the battle, stalemate,
a common occurrence by now, followed. In total the price paid in blood was nearly 160,000
British and about 125,000 German casualties.
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By 4.00pm on 10" April the Battalion had moved forward to some of the captured German
trenches where they remained until relieved 48 hours later by a battalion of The King's Royal
Rifle Corps and went into billets in MAROEUIL.

At 7.30pm on 15 April James and his Battalion moved into a new sector of the ARRAS FRONT
where they found the trenches in a very poor state of repair with no duguts or shelters. These
were all repaired, whilst all the while the Germans kept up a constant bombardment tfeir
position.

The 1/6t (Perthshire) Battalion, The Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) took their place on 17
April and James and his unit moved int@ support role in the HINDENBERG LINE, where they
remained for a period of 48 hours before returning to their billets in ARRAS at 9.30pm.

On 22xd April the Battalion prepared itself for its role the following day when it was due to take

part in the next stage of the Arras Offensive; parading in the morning in Company order, drawing
OPAAEAIT OAOGEIT O AT A 001 OAO A stdedand pycudsn thE A DAAE
evening the Battalion marched out in fighting order by Company.

Before dawn on the morning of Monday 28 April 1917 the Battalion was in position in the

assembly trenches and at 4.45am the British Artillery opened fire with great intensity. At some

bl ET O AOOET ¢ OEA A1 OOOA 1T &£ OEA AAUO wakhdgandE ¢ * Al
missinginactodd /1T AA ACAET AT 1T £Z0O0CEIT ET OEA &I Cc 1T £ xAC
family whilst the Army sought out the facts.

In this instance it was not until 3¢ May that the War Office sent notification to James father, who

at the time was in Leeds. The telegram, which he received ot May failed to mention that his
Oi1T xAO Oi EOOET GBA

OHMSM.S.3 CAS

McTAVISH 63,GT GEORGE STREET LEEDS

REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT 2NP LIEUT J.D.McTAVISH GORDON HIGHLANDERS WAS
WOUNDED 23 APRIL PARTICULARS WILL BE SENT WHEN RECEIVED.

SECRETARY WAR OFFICE

Having had no further news by 12 May, James McTavish snr wrote to the War Office and
requested further information as to the nature of his sons wounds and in which military hospital
he was receiving treatment as they had not heard from him.

On 25h May, and with still no information forthcoming from the War Office, his father wrote once
again telling them that the family had heard directly from his sons Commanding Officer [Lt
Colonel Bruce] who had been able to recount what he believed happened t@8 Rieut McTavish.

Lieutenant# 1 1 1T Al " OOAA OA Avkdeived A buleE wolnd in Ahe AGIEVDNESt O
leading his platoon to go to the enemy trench, was taken to the Casualty Clearing Station at Aubigny
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and from there evacuatedtothe ba8ed 4 EA AEAOEAO xAO 1 ECEOKNh AT T AA
in some hospital unable to give any account of him8eff

An internal War Office memorandum of the 28 May 1917 poured cold wateron Lt# 1 1 " OOAAS O
account of events for if it were true how on earticould an officer be missing! The writer who

DAT T AA OEA T Ai T OAT AOI OOCCAOOAA OEAO dnquldsbU T £

i ECEO AA 1 AAAG

Further additions to the handwritten memo(by another individual) advised that an enquiry could

hardly be refused even though it was felt that no mistake had been made. The final annotation, by

A OEEOA EAT Ah OOCCAOOAA OOAAE AEREDOE ADIT PRAADAT LT AKX

Enquiries were duly made and on € June James McTavish snr,

OAT O OUDAxOEOOAT OAPBOOAAOOS f——a-—i—iiasaiss EA E
War Office. The first extract was from LieuColonel Bruce and
the second from2¢, EAOO *4 ' OAUh [/ 8#8 Medals: EA AE

. - . The 1914-15 Star
enclose copies of the originals nor disclose the full contents of The British War Medal

both letters. The Victory Medal

Copy of letter from Lt -Col Bruce, Commdg 7" Gordon Highlanders
[15.5.17]

Dear Sir,

Second Lieutenant J.D. McTavish was wounded on™®23pril whilst leading his platoon against
enemy trenches.

| believe he was wounded by a bullet in the neck.

He was taken to C.C.S. at Aubigny and from there evacuated to base. Since then | have not heard of
him.

I hope he is getting on all right.

Extract of letter from2 ndLieut* AO8 4 ' OAYUMSAB#8 O$8 #I1

----Your son went into action on the 28 ult but was attached to a different Company. Hence the
knowledge we derived from the men of (? this) Company.

After the attack the reports we received were to the effect that your son was wounded and left the
line en route for the C.C.S.

We were quite satisfied that he was safe in hospital and when informed by Base Authorities that
enquiries were being made we felt rather alarmed.

Fresh enquiries confirmed original reports to a certain extent; i.e. the officer was seen going back
accompanied by his orderly who was also wounded.

They were not seen again by any of our people.
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The Chaplain has worked hard and has traced the orderly to a C.C.S., where he died of wounds, but
no information can be got regarding your son. As the enemy were shelling the area at the time we
are afraid of the worst.-----

On 13h June 1917 TheArmy Council accepted the death of Secorldeutenant James Duncan
McTavish, 1/7 (Deeside Highland) Battalion, The Gordon Highlandeyrss having occurred on
234 April prior AOA O1 OE A ,dbd natlied Ais fhther aCeBrdlingl§. He was 20 years old.

He however,was not one to give up at that point andn 15" Junerequested the War Office ensure
OEAO EEO O1I180 TAIA xAO 11T OEA 1EOO 1T £ 1TAIAO
hospitals in Germany: he had yet to receive natification from the War Office that they had already
declared his son to be dead. The maitt was closed.

o F g With no human remains to bury Second
‘3( = Lieutenant James McTavish is commemorated
i f“ on the Arras Memorial, Faubourgd'Amiens

Cemetery, Arras in France. He joins the 34,784
other soldiers of the forces of the United
Kingdom, New Zealand and South Africa, who
have no known grave, and who died in the
Arras sector between Spring 1916 and %7
August 1918.

The Gordon Highlanders Regiment is
perpetuated today in The Highlanders, [#

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Battalion] The Royal Regiment of Scotland.

1. Contemporaries from his time at Wellington at the time of the 1911 census and who died in the
War can be found in Appendix 1.

2. The Territorial Force [TF] was the volunteer reserve component of the British Army from 1908 to
1920, when it became the Territorial Army [TA] and in 2014 reorganised once again to become the
Army Reserve [AR].

3. Battalion War Diary: WO 95/2882/1 [1915 Apr - 1918 Oct].

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
OuOAOI T OAd 3 OlreithdtO- SecHeu@iaht JafBAd Diunkdn 81cTAVISH
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Assistant Bed Steward John HAMPTON

“ohn Hampton was born on 29 August 1873 inGreat Wytheford, Shropshirg the youngest of
“five siblings, toRobert and Hannah Maria Hampton [née Colley] who farmed locally.

John was educated at Wellington College, circa 1890, following which
it is believed he had a number of jobs before settling upon a life in the
Merchant Navy.

In 1907 John married Beatrice EllerRollinson from Liverpool and
their son, Robert Leslie was born the following year.

John had joined the EldetDempster Line and on the 1& April 1917

f s — set sail from the port of Bathurst on
; ’ the latest leg of a voyage, begun in
[ j Lagos, bound for Liverpool on the .
I 30AAI OEED O! Al 00| pareniieor AO 48
Toft] on which he was serving as an Assistant Bed Steward. Th Death: 24 April 1917

vessel, with a crew of 134 had boarded 127 passengers and wa
carrying mail, plus a cargo of 3,500 tons of West African
produce.

Educ: Wellington College .

On the night of Tuesday 24 April 1917 they were 180 miles off

Fastnet in Southern Ireland. The weather was shown to be fine, calm and cloudy, but dark, when
the ship was struck in No.3 holdand the area near the after part of the engine roonby a torpedo
fired from U-boat, U43. Prior to the strike no enemy surface vessels or submarines had been
sighted in the vicinity. The 34 Officer was on the bridge together with an apprentice, with look

I 600 ET OEA AOTI x80 1T AOO Aflinyjuédt@hedritigeOEA @96 CcOT N (

Immediately the torpedo struck the vessel the captain ordered the S.O.S. signal to be transmitted,
which gave the position of the ship; at the same time signal flares were sent up. The engine
telegraph on the bridge was rung up to "stop" but the ship stithad plenty of forward momentum
allowing the crew time to get to their allotted stations

after the signal was given.

4EA O! AT 001 8 A-Boats) EIAR whikh

were being carried outboard at the level of the rail on
the boatdeck. For some reason, never explained Nos
1, 3, and 7 lifeboats were lowered before Captain Toft

gave the order. -

There was an inherent danger in launching boats from a ship that was still "under way", as the
captain well knew, and which would inevitably lead to a loss of life. The three lifeboats contained
23 crew, 41 passengers but no officers. As the lifeboats liite waters of the ocean they were
immediately swamped with all occupants drowned.
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4EA O! AT 0018 xEAT EEO ETEOEAIT U EAA OAEAT A 1EO
begun to take a pronounced list to starboard. An hour after being hit the vessel was still underway
but had slowed from her original speed of 12 knots.

At about 10.15pm a Royal Navy destroyer, HMS Magic, arrived in answer to the S.0.S. calls, but
she was unable to approach close to the ship, which continued to forge ahead, albeit in a circle,
with an increasing list to starboard.

Captain Toft had by now taken the great risk of lowering the lif®oats despite the movement of
the ship, knowing full well what might happen. At 10.25pm the last boat left the stricken vessel,
which had by now heeled over to starboard. Captain Toft
and several members of his crew were carried down with
the vessel, but managed to fight their way to the surface

and were eventually picked up by the lifeboats. Six m:?iime Marine War Medal
survivors who were clinging up to he upturned No. 1 boat, The British War Medal
which had been lowered away prematurely without
orders, were subsequently picked up by the Royal Navy
destroyer.

It was not until 8.00pm on 25h April 1917 before the survivors were landed; Asst Bed Steward

John Hampton was not among them, presumed drowned as a result of enemy action along with
63 other souls. He was aged 44 and left a
widow and a young son.

John Hampton is commemorated on the Tower
Hill Memorial, designed by Edwin Lutyens, and
which stands across from Her Majesty's Royal
Palace and Fortress: the Tower of London. It
commemorates those from the Merchant Navy
and fishing fleets who died during oth world
wars and have "no grave but the sea". The First
World War memorial takes the form of a
: vaulted corridor, inside which are 12 bronze
Commonwealth War Graves Commission plaques engraved with 12,000 namesJohnis
further remembered within the Merseyside Roll of Honour.

Oy y <

I #FOAO0 OEA xAO *TET (AiDPOIT180 1 AAAT O x-800AA AANOE
among whose many interests was the collection and study of British medals and the men behind
OEAi 8 5Pi1T #EEAUAUBO AAAOE ET ¢mpp 01QBshariofaA Al O x
lot of three pairs for £150.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
O0%OAOI T OAq 3 Olretndt0- AssiEar®Eed SteArd JodHAMPTON
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https://www.cwgc.org/stories/stories/assistant-bed-steward-john-hampton-mercantile-marine-ss-abosso/

Private John William DOVASTON

7mi 3AOOEAAQ " AOOAI EI
Infantry)

—_
y
SN
T
T

“ohn William Dovaston was born on 2% October 1893 in Atcham, Shropshire to Frances

“Henrietta Dovaston [née Maley] and her husband William Daniel Dovaston, the eldest of four

AEE]I AOAT 8 (EO ZAOEAO0BO DOT AAOGOGETT 11 OEA pwpp Af
John was educated at Wellington College in the years 1908

after which he attended Oswestry Grammar School for a short

Birth: 21 October 1893 time.
Death: 2 May 1917

He subsequently joinedthej 3 AOOEAAQ " AOOAI ET 1 ¢
(Shropshire Light Infantry) as a private soldier, N0.19723,

probably in the second half of 1915 before being sent over to

France as part of a draft of reenforcements in 1916. This is

ET AEAAOAA AU *I|-BlSrQawardedti mén/£E A pw
who entered a theatre of war between 28 November 1914 and 3% December 1915 The 7h

Battalion had arrived in France on 28 September that year.

Educ: Wellington College .

Another event closer to home that took place on 2¥YSeptember 1915 attracted the attention of
the press as the Birmingham Daily Post, amongst others, reported.

NEIGHBOURS AT LOGGERHEADS
SHREWSBURY SOLICITOR FINED

At Salop Assizes before Mr Justice McCardie, William Daniel Dovaston (60), solicitor, living at West Felton gnd
practicing at Shrewsbury, was indicted for wounding Thomas Lewis Jones, with intent to do him grievoys
bodily harm. The evidence for the prosedion was that on September 2% prosecutor called on defendant at
his residence about a difference that had arisen between them in consequence of a calf belonging to [the
DOl OAAOOT O AOAAEET ¢ OEOI OCE A Z£AT AA AT A CAOOGET ¢ 1101
to defendd O cOriie o if he wanted a good hidiggs ! £O0AO 1 AAOGET ¢ OEA bi AAA ~*1i .
and said he was willing to fight defendant, but, not seeing him about, he commenced to retrace his steps alpng

the drive, when he heard a voice. He turned round and was immediately shot in the leg

Accused in the witness box declared that prosecutor went to his house and challenged him to receive the

iggest hidinghehadeverhadd (A AAi A A OAAT T A OEi Ah AT A xAO OAOU AAC
fired off his gun. He was not aware that prosecutor was in the line of fire, and he did not hear him cry out for
help.

Accused was found guilty of unlawful wounding, and recognised that accused was greatly provoked. He took

Al O ET O AAAT 61T O $1 OAOCOI 160 DI OEOGEIT AT A AEAOAAOAO8 !,
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It is believed that at some stage during his Battalions contact with the enemy John was injured in
some way and repatriated to England where he eventually ended up as a patient in the Berrington
War Hospital, near Shrewsbury.

The hospital, built in 1793, was originally the Atcham Union Workhouse. In 1916 it was
acquisitioned by the military and became the Berrington War Hospital, named after the nearby
location of Berrington train station, before

becoming successively a general hospital
maternity hospital and finally a geriatric hospital
after the war. When the hospital closed down the
buildings were put to use as administration offices |
and storage forthe Shropshire Health Authority.
However, these too were closed in 2000 andfter |
a period of lying empty, the site was redeveloped
into modern housing with the original main
building being retained.

1

On Wednesday ® May 1917 Private John William
Dovaston, latterly of I (Service) Battalion, The
+ETC60 j3EOI POEEOA |, ECEO
tuberculosis at the age of 23. He was subsequently
buried in Shrewsbury General Cemetery,
Shropshire, to be joined later in the year by
another OW, also a casualty of war. John is also
commemorated on the War Memoarial in the village

of West Felton, near Oswestry.

4 EAR +ETC60 j3EOI POEEOA :
perpetuated today in the 3d Battalion, The Rifles.

Medals:
The British War Medal
The Victory Medal

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
O%OAOI T OAq 3 Olredtind - Privéie DENAVilli@A DAVAITON
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First Lieutenant Donald ROBINSON

15t (Service) Battalion (1 stLeeds), The Prince of
7A1T A080 / x1T j 7A00 91 OEOEE(

Donald Robinson was born in Tinsley, Sheffield, Yorkshire, on 2%eptember 1896 to Henry
Robinson and his wife Julia Robinson [née Pope] and was the third of five children. His father
was a steel merchant in which capacity the family lived near Swansea when Donald was an infant
before moving back to Yorkshire.

After completing his education at Wellington, Donald went to live
with his aunt in Sheffield, even though his father and siblings were
in the same city, where he attended a local school before taking up
a place at Sheffield University and serving in the @fers Training
Corps [OTC].

Donald applied for a temporary commission at Pontefract on 20
January 1915 seledhg the infantry branch as his first choice. He
was duly commissioned as a Secordeutenant on 4" February

The following year, on 20 March 1916 whilst on leave from

Rugeley Camp in StaffordshireDonald was admitted to the
Northern General Hospital with secondary syphilis where he
was put on a treatment of mercury with the medical opinion
on 1st May that this be continued for twelve months!

At his final medical board on 1% July Donald was
pronounced fit for duty and returned to his unit. He was told
to pack his kit and embark for France on a posting to the 15
i 3AOOEAAQ " AOOAITEIT jpOO , A

1915 intothe 13hj 3AOOEAAQ " AOOAT ETTh 4EA o0CcC
(West Yorkshire) Regiment in York: on 10 April 1915 however it
converted to a Reserve Battalion.

Birth: 25 September 1896

Death: 3 May 1917

Educ: Wellington College ;

Sheffield University.

(AECEOYG uvd o@eod

Weight: 8st 7lbs

A /E
i 7A00 91 OEOEEOAQ 2ACEI AT 6h AT O ETT xI AO O, AAA

one of 10 new officers within 3%t Division!. This was to be the first wave of battle casualty

replacements as the Battalion had suffered serious losses during the opening phases of the battles

of the Somme: 24 officers and 504 other ranks. Along with the nine other officers Donald reported
for duty at 1.30pm on 16" July in the vicinity of LESTREM, some 8 miles north of Béthune in

France.

Still virtually untrained, and with no experience of battle, Donald was sent to the First Army

School of Instructior? for a period of time on 13" August and by % November that year was
deemed suitable material for promotion to FirstLieutenantz A A A A

[12Q
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The routine of the Battalion was a period of time in the trenches where they coped with gas, sniper
fire, rifle grenades and enemy shelling taking casualties on a regular basis, the occasional trench
raiding party on the German lines and periods further bek from the front line in billets or
bivouacs.

By Christmas 1916 the Battalion was in the HEBUTERNE sector and on Christmas day itself

All working parties were suspended on this day. A good Xmas dinner, consisting of Yorkshire

Pudding, Turkey and Goose, Beef, Potatoes and Cabbage was provided for each NCO & man, who
OAAAEOAA ET AAAEOEITh T1A AT OOrktiks, dnapple, Arengdadd " AAOh
two candles.

In late February 1917 the Battalion relieved its sister formation, the 18 (Service) Battalion (st

" OAAEI OAQn OEA O OAAAEI OA 0A0K66 #Ailndedthellemfoiady A OAT E
command of Lieut Donald Robinsortook up position in the German front line without opposition

from the enemy and then the following day they occupied then2and 3d line near ROSSIGNOL

WOOD, a forest nortkeast of HEBUTERNE. The Coy commander returned from leave on thé 27

and Donald stood down.

By the end of April 1917 the Battalion had moved to ROCLINCOURT from where it proceeded into

the line at GAVRELLE taking over the right sector and ondMay the Company Commanders were

recalled from the line to be briefed on the following days operatonO4 EA " AOOT A 1T £ OE/
with Zero hour set for 3.45am. The Battalion strength stood at 547 officers and men.

After securing the area around RLEUXat the end of the month, the British General Staff wanted
to launch another attack, eastwards from MNCHMo try to break through the Boiry Riegel and
reach a major German defensive fortification: the Wotanstellung. The timing was to coincide with
the Australian attack at BILLECOUREoO as to engage the Germans in a tgeronged assault.
British commanders hoped that success would force the Germans to retreat further east. The
operation the British were to undertake was aother attack near the Scarpe. As neither the
Australians nor British forces were able to make any significant headway in their respective
operations, the attack was called off ont#May after incurring heavy casualties.

Although the Od4ttle of the Scarpéwas a failure, important lessons were learnt about the need for
much closer integration between tanks, infantry, and artillery, which they were to apply in the
Battle of Cambraflater that year.

Operations on the front began on the morning of Thursday®May 1917 with attacks on German
observation balloons, four of which were shot down and another four damaged. The German
defenders saw the British infantry forming up in the moonlight. At midnight a German patrol was
seen and at 12.30am a German bombardmebegan for twenty minutes or so, followed by a
second a while later as they shelled GAVRELLE and the surrounding area. There were few British
casualties but the shelling caused considerable cardion and the German bombardment
increased when the British preliminary bombardment began. Calm descended until zero hour
when the Battalion moved into the attack.
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The British advanced in four waves, illuminated by German rockets and Very lights and engaged

by massed smalA Of O ZAEOA8 $1 1T AT A xAO 11 x AAAE xEOQOE O#6
OEA O1 AEO OODPDPI 0068 A& Oi AGET T 8 o this poirk. MEchife@GuidA A OO AT
[MG] and heavy artillery was active on both sides but at about 5.30am, and with no definitive
information available as to current progress, men began to dribble back to the lines having

reached the first objective, but not being kle to hold it and failing to reach the secondThe

Battalion War Diary? recorded:

The Commanding Officer being still unable to get definite news, decided to take the whole situation
in hand. He closed battle Headquarters, sent all papers back and runners, signallers and all
Headquarters Staff were instructed to man the front line parapte This was done, and heavy rifle
fire was directed on groups of the enemy who could be seen returning seemingly from trench to
trench over the top. All stragglers were collected and organised, and about 7.30am 80 men were
available in the front line. Thee was no touch with battalions on either left or right, so trenches
were blocked and bombing parties stationed on each flank.

The line from battle Hdgrs was run out to the front line trench and touch was got with the Artillery
& Brigade.

At this period it was quite evident what had happened. The battalion had got forward all night, and
driven back the enemy, but having no supports had lost all driving power, and the enemy realising
this had turned on them, and commenced organising to couet attack.

The enemy could be seen approximately 400 strong in extended order from direction of C.21
Central and in close order from C.27 a 8.8. The Commanding Officer at once got in touch with the
Artillery, and their barrage succeeded in breaking up the attack.

At 8.00am the CO applied forimmediate assistance and a platoon from the"{Service) Battalion
(Miners) (Pioneers), The King's Own (Yorkshire Light Infantry), [12KOYLI] arrived on the left
flank. At 10.40am two companies of The Durham Light Infantry, [DLI] arrived; one took up a
position on the extreme left with the other in clse support on the SUNKEN ROAD. At 10.45am
communication was reestablished with the 6h (Service) Battalion, The King's Own Scottish
Borderers, on the right.

With the afternoon fairly quiet the opportunity was taken to organise the surviving members of
the Battalion, surviving officers were reallocated to post and
trenches cleared of the debris and corpses of the fallen. Af
evening fell it was realised that of the officers who had climbed Medals:

out of their trench in the morning only three had returned, all The British War Medal
with either shrapnel injuries or broken limbs. 4 officers, including The Victory Medal
Lieutenant Donald Robinson were dead, 8 reported missing, ang
of the other ranks 15 had beerkilled, 122 wounded and 262
reported missing.

At 11.30pm that night having sustained over 75% casualties, what was left of the Battaliawith
their heads held high, commenced the withdrawal from the line, their place taken by ©3
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(Service) Battalion (Barnsley), The York & Lancaster Regiment, or to give them their more famous
nomenclature; the®arnsley Pal$

OHMS M.S.3 CAS 9.5.17

H ROBINSON 48 FOSSDALE ROAD SHEFFIELD

DEEPLY REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT LIEUT D.ROBINSON 15 ™ WEST YORKSHIRE
REGT WAS KILLED IN ACTION MAY THIRD THE ARMY COUNCIL EXPRESSES THEIR
SYMPATHY.

SECRETARY WAR OFFICE

$1 1T AT ABO AT AU xAO TAOGAO OAAT OAOGAAN AOA O1 OEA E
and so with his death at the age of 20 he is commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Faubeurg

& F "ig d'’Amiens Cemetery, Pas de Calais in France
¥ # joining his fellow OW, 2d Lt J. D. McTavish.

Donald is also commemorated on the Sheffield
City Council Official Roll of Honour.

Commonwealth War Graves Comissi(
t Syyesé

4EA OOETAA T &£ 7A1AG60 / x1 j7A00 91 OEOEataAQq 2ACE]
Yorkshire Regiment.

@58 0K

1. 31st Division was mainly comprised of local units often known as "Pals; with those from
Accrington, BarnsleyBradford, Hull, andLeedsamong the best known of all 1914aised infantry,
due tothe amount of research and publicity they receivedrhe Battalions within the Division made
it primarily a Northern force, as theyoriginated in the main fromLancashire or Yorkshirez and so
the use of the red and white roses in the Divisional symbol

2. Once the fighting on the Western Front had been stabilised, new facilities for training were
established in the rear areas which varied in size and purpose. Some were huge camps housing
thousands of men, either on their way from basic training in Englandta posting, or in the
process of returning from hospital etc. Some were schools dealing in Gunnery, Bombing,
Signalling and other specialisatios or such like, with accommodation in large houses, chateaux,
public buildings, etc. In France and Flanders, ihtraining became entirely focused on trench
warfare, with regular updates being integrated into the syllabus based on lessons learnt in
operations.
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3. Battalion War Diary: WO 95/2361/3 [1916 Mar - 1917 Deq.

See also the Commonwealth War Graves Commission permanent digital memorial,
OuOAOI T OAd 3 OlreithdtO- First ieGréhAnt DEAald RAHINSON
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First Lieutenant Mervyn Bruce GRACE

26t AOOAT ET T h 4EA O0OET AA 1
Staffordshire Regiment)

Mervyn Bruce Grace was born in Thornbury, Gloucestershire, ot Zugust 1889 to Edward

Mills Grace and his second wife, Annie Louise Grace [née Robinson] whom he married in

1885. In total Edward Grace, the local GP and Coroner for the district, elder brother of the famous

07" 86h AEAOEAOAA 1 OAO A AT UAT AEEI AOAT xEOE &£ 00

LA

Mervyn was educated at Wellington College along with three of his

brothers, all of whom were in the }t XI| at one time or other. During his

time at the College [circa 18981907] his mother died. After completing

his education Mervyn then moved to live in Swindon where he was

employed as a trainee Engineer working for the Great Western

Railway. He used to [ay cricket for the old Thornbury Club, captained

by his father, at Alveston and made two or three centuries in his time

there; he also played forthe Wa AAOAOS6 O #1 OAS8 (T xAOAC
of his father on 20n May 1911 Mervyn went to South Africa for a time

returning in late December 1912.

After a brief courtship Mervyn married Dorothy Dale in 1913 and took
up a partnership with a motor expert

in Great Portland Street, London. The
marriage produced two children, Dorothy born in 1914, Birth: 5 August 1889

followed by Marjorie two years later. Marriage: 1913
Death: 8 May 1917

On 20h March 1915 Mervyn was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant into 2/6 " AOOAT ET T h 4EA 0OE
Staffordshire Regiment) at Harpenden and, along with a sister
battalion, was sent over to Ireland in 1916 to help quell the
disturbances following the Easter Uprising.

Educ: Wellington College .

In early 1917 he and his Battalion returned to England where they were based on Salisbury Plain.
Orders were soon received to the effect that they should prepare for embarkation with all speed
and the advance parties left England onn2February, thus missing an inspection by HM The King
which took place on 13 February. After a phased arrival in France over 2426 t February the
Battalion fully assembled at MORCOURT orstMarch 1917 and by the month end had
consolidated its position at ESTREEEN-CHAUSEE where they were billed in the village.

The month of April was spent in such places as BOUCLY, HERVILLY, and JEANCOURT where they
made contact with the enemy on several occasions taking casualties in the process.
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At the beginning of May the Battalion received orders that they were to move up to a position
near NOBESCOURT FARM in readiness for a nigime British attack on the German trenches by

O'6hé6"86 AT A O#6 #i i PAITEAOS

On the evening of Tuesday®May 1917 at9.50pm the attack

on the German line commenced whereupon the enemy
launched a barrage of heavy and concentrated Machine Gu
[MG] fire. First-Lieutenant Mervyn Bruce Grace and the greater
PAOO 1T &£ EEO DIl AOT 1 1 Baliori, Th®!
OOETAA T &£ 7A1 AG8O j .1 00E 30

Medals:
The British War Medal
The Victory Medal

r o
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Mervyn himself was shot in the arm almost immediately but

refused to go back and carried on with the attack but wathen

shot in the head and died instantaneously. He was/3ears of

old and left a widow and two young children. Initially in the fog

I £ xAO EA xAO OAPT OOAA AOG OiI EOOET C
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subsequently found and his widow notified: he lies today in the
Templeux-Le-Guerard British Cemetery, France. The Battalion
casualties for the actim that day amounted to= killed 2, missing

31, died of wounds 1, and wounded 47.

-AOOUT 80 xEAT x

Commonwealth War Graves Commissi
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$17 O OEU OAAAEOGAA
following. The first from his [unnamed] Company Commander:

Ui 00 GCOEAh

A6O6 AO U

write to say how profoundly grieved | am at his loss and how very deeply | feel for you and all his
people. As you know he had been in my Company ever since hiega us at Harpenden except for

OE® xAAEO 1 AGAIT U ET -Bh&1 ARI DABUKT ADAT BAORT I BAOA A

get him back as | know how thoroughly he could be relied on and what a good soldier he was. He
was i/ charge of an attack onfuesday night and fell| fear, within a few minutes of going over,
together with the greater part of his party. You have the consolation of knowing that he died most
gallantly in the service of his country, and that he is most deeply missed by all ranks out here. | am
sure no oficer looked after his men better and was more liked by them.

and the second from his Commanding Officer, Lie@olonel T.B.H.Thorne

| am writing to express my sincerest sympathy for all the anxiety you must be going through. As
you know, your husband has been reported missing and probably killed. | want to assure you that
everything will be done to ascertain the truth and I will informyou immediately. We are going back

at once from support to the same section, and | hope with our patrols to obtain some reliable news.
Your husband was a most excellent and gallant officer and we miss him very much.
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